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Design and Access Statement for Flat 3, 121 Goldhurst Terrace cont’d


Design and Access Statement for Flat 3, 121 Goldhurst Terrace, NW6 3EX

Design 

Background     

121 Goldhurst Terrace is a 3 storey terraced Victorian property with a plot size of approximately 200m2 and a frontage of 6m situated to the East side of the junction with Fairhazel Gardens in South Hampstead. Originally it was probably a mid-terraced property but the adjacent houses to the East have been demolished at some point in the past – possibly as a result of war damage – and it is now an end-of-terrace property. Constructed as a house it has been converted into three self-contained flats, Flat 3 occupies the original top (2nd) floor with an additional bedroom within the original roof void. 

The adjacent properties have all been converted into flats with dormer windows of various designs constructed on the rear roof slopes for the top flats and roof terraces added where possible. 

The vast majority  of houses in this area have been converted into flats because the area has good transport links into the city with Swiss Cottage and Finchley Road tube stations and South Hampstead overground stations close by and numerous buses running up and down the Finchley Road and Abbey Road. The area has therefore become a very popular place to live, particularly with young professionals working in the City. 

Proposals

The current proposals are to upgrade the flat internally to a high standard and construct a dormer window with inset roof terrace on the rear roof slope to take full advantage of the sunlight and views to the South. Aditionally it is proposed to make use of the flat roof over the original two storey rear extension as a roof terrace to provide some outside space for the flat. The proposed width of the dormer will be half the width of the roof, in line with current guidelines. This will result in it being a lot narrower than the adjacent dormers which must have been constructed before the current guidelines were introduced

Access

Current Situation

The property was constructed, and then converted into flats long before the requirements of disbabled people were taken into consideration. Flat 3 is very inaccessible for disabled people as the only access is via 4 flights of the original stircase  

Proposals

The proposed alterations do not alter and therefore do not improve access into the flat. However the proposed roof terrace would improve access to some outside space for anyone already in the flat.
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