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Executive Summary

The grounds of the site are of low inherent wildlife value due to their past management as formal gardens, and the boundary wall forms an effective barrier to site use for many protected species that may be present in the local environment.

This initial assessment has ruled out the presence of amphibians, badgers, rare plants and some roosting opportunities for bats, and no evidence of bat activity was found. 

However, suitable habitat niches and access for roosting bats are present to Heath House and Garden House, particularly to their roof structures, and to identified trees within the grounds. 

Detailed surveys to establish the presence or absence of bat roosts should be completed before commencing works likely to affect these areas.

Many of the site buildings and much of the site vegetation, including trees, shrubs, climbing plants and dense ground flora, are suitable bird nesting habitat and contained evidence of recent nesting. 

Works to clear or disturb nesting habitat should not take place during the nesting season without prior survey to ensure active nests are absent.

The pond present to the north of the site contains no open water and is currently unsuitable as amphibian breeding habitat.
No protected or uncommon plant species were recorded. Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica is present to the rear garden. 
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Ecological Assessment – Heath House, Hampstead. 

1.  Introduction

1.1 An ecological assessment has been completed to the above site (as detailed in the supplied drawing: Land Survey, drawing no.17195A-1, 08/03/07) to determine the presence or potential for protected wildlife and habitats.
1.2 The impact of the development proposals (as detailed in supplied drawing: Landscape Layout, drawing no. 7181,10, SK01, June 2007) on protected wildlife and habitats within the site are identified and appropriate mitigation recommended.

1.3 A site visit was carried out on 12th October 2007, during suitable weather and temperature conditions. 

1.4 Access was possible to all parts of the site grounds, but was not gained to the inside of Heath House or buildings within the grounds.

1.5 The assessment was completed by Richard Kilshaw, a freelance field ecologist of 16 years professional experience, and a full member of The Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management. 

2. Site Description 

2.1 Heath House is an older style property of brick non-cavity construction with box-sash windows beneath a tiled roof; the roof includes lead-clad dormer windows and stone guttering. A flat-roofed garage of more recent construction adjoins the house to the west which includes a wash-room and storage areas. The house is in a state of disrepair.

2.2 Garden House in the north of the site is of relatively modern construction with cavity brick walls beneath an interlocking tiled roof; hanging tiles are present to walls incorporated within the roof structure. Immediately to the west are a tennis court and a flat-roofed ‘Staff House’, also of modern construction. All are in a state of disrepair.

2.3 The gardens include native and non-native trees and shrubs, many of which appear subject to existing Tree Preservation Orders. Both the front and rear garden areas are dominated by lawns (now overgrown), with hard-surfaced areas, paths and driveways. 

2.4 The rear gardens include 2 small wooden summer houses (derelict), ornamental garden areas, and a grass mound immediately northwest of Heath House which may be an in-filled air-raid shelter (no current access).

2.5 A small ornamental pond is present in the northeast corner of the site.

2.6 The site boundary is marked by a brick wall approximately 2.5m high which restricts wildlife access into the site. This wall is overtopped by mature trees growing largely outside the site.

2.7 The site is bounded by the busy thoroughfares of Spaniards Road and North End Way which effectively isolate it from areas to the south, east and west. Woodland adjoins the site to the north.

3. Findings
3.1 Heath House

This building has potential to contain bat roosts and active bird nests particularly within roof voids. Gaps suitable for access are present beneath damaged / dislodged roof tiles, around lead flashings and dormer windows.

3.1.1 Bats are known to use cavities within box-sash windows for roosting, but close inspection (using binoculars for upper stories) found that suitable access was not present, with the exception of a gap to damaged brickwork adjoining one front window but this showed no signs of bat use.

3.1.2 Broken metal ventilation grills to the front of the building and to the covered storage area to the rear allow access into the building and possibly cavities between floors that may be utilized by roosting bats. Close inspection found no indications of bat use but an inactive bird nest was present within the storage area.

3.1.3 The adjoining garage and wash-room do not contain opportunities for roosting or nesting nor suitable access into the fabric of the building.

3.2 Garden House

Roof voids to this building have the potential to contain roosting bats and nesting birds, and access is possible for both groups via gaps around dormer windows and where hanging tiles are missing or damaged; indications of bird access (droppings) were present at the latter. 

3.2.1 Cavities within the walls and to the soffit and barge boards are also susceptible to colonization but close inspection did not find indications of use.

3.3 Staff House

No accessible cavities suitable for bat or bird use are present.

3.4 Wooden summer houses

The roof space to these buildings contained an inactive bird nest but close inspection using torchlight via removed sections of rotted barge board found no evidence of bat use. 

3.5 Pond 

The small ornamental pond is densely overgrown by trees, shrubs and Bramble Rubus fruticosus. It contained no open water at time of survey and is unsuitable as amphibian breeding habitat.

3.5.1 Some parts were completely dry while vegetative sludge and debris to a depth of approximately 100-150mm are present elsewhere. 

3.5.2 It should also be noted that this pond is isolated from the wider environment and local amphibian populations (if present) by the boundary wall. 

3.6 Mature Trees

Of the mature trees within the site 2 are identified as having cavities or niches that may be suitable for bat roosts or nesting birds; both trees are in the northeast corner of the site:

· A Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus (TPO no. 0948) has a suitably open crown for bat access and contained several rot-holes to its northeast side. The lower and largest rot-hole was inspected and found to lead to a larger cavity within the trunk, but no evidence of bat use was found. 

· A Lime Tilia sp.(TPO no. not present) adjacent to above Sycamore, has limited potential beneath loose bark and gaps to the upper trunk, and a crowded largely unsuitable crown. 

3.7 Gardens

The gardens currently show evidence of occasional management such as grass cutting, but have been managed intensively in the past as formal gardens causing them to be of low inherent wildlife value. 

3.7.1 Trees, shrubs and dense ground flora throughout the gardens provide good bird nesting habitat and several recent but inactive nests were recorded.
3.7.2 No uncommon or protected plant species were recorded and the lawns to both front and rear are dominated by a range of common grass species with relatively low diversity of broad-leaved species. 

(See Appendix 1 Native plant species)

3.7.3 Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica is present in 2 small patches to the rear garden: to the grass mound, and to the ornamental garden next to the staff house.

3.8 Boundary Wall

The brick boundary wall is in a good state of repair and does not provide significant wildlife niches in itself although overhanging vegetation and climbing plants offer suitable bird nesting habitat. 

3.8.1 This wall forms an effective barrier to many protected species including badgers, reptiles and amphibian species, preventing their use and colonization of the site.

4. Discussion 

4.1 Active Bird Nests.

Active nests are protected under Part 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) which states that it is an offence to disturb, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use or being built.  

4.1.1 Active nests are highly likely to be present within the site during the peak nesting season, considered by Natural England as between 1 March and 31 July. 

4.1.2 It should be noted that active nests are afforded legal protection at all times and can be encountered throughout a nesting season which may extend between mid February and October depending on bird species and weather conditions.

4.1.3 Nesting habitat, which includes trees, shrubs, climbing plants, ground flora, buildings and other structures may be cleared at any time of year where survey (undertaken by a suitably experienced person) can establish active nests are absent. 
4.2 Bat roosts

Bats and their roosts are protected under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), and the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 which protect bats from intentional or deliberate actions that may kill, injure or capture a bat, and from actions that intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to a bat roost (whether bats are present or not) or disturb a bat when occupying a roost.

4.2.1 Actions such as demolition and renovation works to buildings, and tree felling or significant tree surgery are likely to result in a breach of the above legislation if bats or roosts are present.

4.3 Japanese knotweed

It is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to plant or otherwise encourage the growth of Japanese knotweed. This could include cutting the plant or its roots or disturbing surrounding soil unless properly managed. 

4.3.1 Plant material or soil polluted by this species that is to be discarded is classed as controlled waste and requires waste transfer documentation.


4.3.2 It is noted that the client is aware that Japanese knotweed is present within 

the grounds.

5. Conclusions.

5.1 The buildings and grounds contain suitable bird nesting habitats and active nests may be present at any time during the nesting season which may extend between February – October inclusive. 

5.1.1 The proposals directly impact on nesting habitats and may reasonably be expected to breach the relevant legislation without adequate mitigation measures in place.

5.2 Heath House, Garden House and the 2 identified mature trees have suitable habitat structure and niches to contain roosting bats.

5.2.1 The proposals directly impact on those buildings identified as suitable for roosting bats and may impact on the identified trees. If bats or roosts are present such works may reasonably be expected to breach the relevant legislation without adequate mitigation measures in place.

5.3 No further protected habitats or animal and plant species were recorded within the site. 

5.4 The grounds of the site are of low inherent wildlife value due to their past management as formal gardens. 

5.5 The boundary brick-wall forms an effective barrier to colonization and use of the site by many protected species that may be present in the local environment.

6. Recommendations 

6.1 Works to clear or disturb bird nesting habitat should not take place during the nesting season. 

6.1.1 Where such works are necessary during the nesting season a survey by a suitably qualified person should be completed to ensure active nests are absent.

6.2 Surveys to establish the presence or absence of bats and their roosts must be completed to identified buildings and trees before commencing works affecting these areas.

_______________________________________________________________________
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Appendix 1: Native plant species and relative abundance.

Species recorded below reflect those identifiable at time of survey and the list should not be

considered complete. Planted or specimen trees have not been included.

Relative abundance is indicated using the dafor scale where d=dominant, a=abundant, f=frequent,

o=occasional and r=rare; where prefixed by l =locally e.g. ld=locally dominant. 

Nomenclature: Stace C (1997) New Flora of the British Isles. Cambridge University Press.

Species







dafor

Common bent-grass

Agrostis capillaris

a

Red fescue


Festuca rubra


a

Common couch grass

Elytrigia repens


f/ld

Yarrow



Achillea millefolium

f

Yorkshire fog


Holcus lanatus


f

Ribwort Plantain

Plantago lanceolata

f

Rye grass


Lolium perenne


f

Pendulous sedge

Carex pendula


f

Nettle



Urtica dioica


o/la

Bramble


Rubus fruticosus

o/la

Ivy 



Hedera helix


o/la

False oat-grass


Arrhenatherum elatius

o

Mouse-ear hawkweed

Pilosella officinarum

o

Dove’s foot cranes bill

Geranium molle


o

Germander speedwell

Veronica chamaedrys

o

Creeping thistle


Cirsium arvense


o

Cleavers


Galium aparine


o

Creeping buttercup

Ranunculus repens

o

Hawthorn


Crataegus monogyna

o

Black Medick


Medicago lupulina

o

Broad-leaved dock

Rumex obtusifolius

o

Hogweed


Heracleum sphondylium
o

Lesser trefoil


Trifolium dubium

o

Ragwort


Senecio jacobaea

o

Common cats-ear

Hypochaeris radicata

o

Goat's-beard


Tragopogon pratensis

o

Elder 



Sambucus nigra


o

Dandelion


Taraxacum officinale agg
o

Common mouse-ear

Cerastium fontanum

o

Spear thistle


Cirsium vulgare


o

Common vetch


Vicia sativa


o

Cocks foot grass

Dactylis glomerata

o

Barren brome


Anisantha sterilis

o

Groundsel


Senecio vulgaris

o

Sycamore


Acer pseudoplatanus

o

Annual meadow-grass

Poa annua


o

Ash



Fraxinus excelsior

o

Spear thistle


Cirsium vulgaris

o

Continued overleaf.

Species







dafor

Canadian fleabane

Conyza canadensis

o

Woody nightshade

Solanum dulcamara

o

Creeping cinquefoil

Potentilla reptans

o

Ground elder


Aegopodium podagraria

o

Butterfly bush


Buddleja davidii

r

Dog rose


Rosa canina


r

Forget-me-not


Myosotis sp


r

Japanese knotweed 

Fallopia japonica

r

Field wood-rush

Luzula campestre

r

Gypsywort


Lycopus europaeus

r

Fools parsley


Aethusa cynapium

r

Non-native species





f
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