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1. Introduction

As part of its commitment to an open and transparent dialogue with local residents, local groups and elected representatives prior to submitting a planning application for development proposals at Heath House, the Heath House Property Partnership organised a public consultation programme comprising a presentation to leading members of the Heath and Hampstead Society, the Hampstead Conservation Area Advisory Committee and the Highgate Society on Friday 30th November 2007, together with a Public Exhibition in Heath House on Saturday 1st December 2007.

The Hampstead Heath Superintendent also attended the Exhibition on 1st December.

To publicise the exhibition, over 1,200 letters were sent to households in the surrounding area inviting them to the public exhibition (see Appendix 1). The letter included details of the proposals, together with exhibition times and contact details for further information. A press release was issued to the local press with details of the exhibition (see Appendix 2).

All visitors were encouraged to fill in a questionnaire response form. 
In addition, a website www.heathhouseconsultation.co.uk, was created to display the exhibition boards and to give residents a further opportunity to make their views known.

2. The Public Exhibition

The public exhibition was held on Saturday 1st December 2007 at Heath House from 10am – 3pm and was staffed throughout by members of the Heath House professional team. 
Approximately 250 visitors attended the exhibition. Questionnaires were available for residents to complete (see Appendix 3) and 72 forms were completed at the exhibition. Visitors were also able to take the forms away and return them by Freepost. 
In addition, a number of residents who could not attend the exhibition requested copies of the exhibition material and copies of the exhibition boards were sent by email to 8 local residents.

3. The Public Response
3.1 Questionnare

The key results of the public consultation questionnaire are as follows:
Heath House Restoration
· Sixty five out of 72 respondents (90%) are in favour of the restoration of Heath House. There were no responses opposed to the restoration of Heath House.



· Thirty four respondents (47%) were surprised by the current condition of Heath House.



· Only 14 respondents (19%) were previously aware of the history of Heath House.

· Only 10 respondents (13%) were aware that Heath House was originally much larger than in its current form.






· Only 25 respondents (35%) were aware that Heath House was partly destroyed in World War ll.
· Sixty five respondents (90%) are in favour of sensitive restoration which includes the revisions proposed. There was only one respondent opposed to the proposed restoration.

· Sixty three respondents (87%) are in favour of the restoration of the Heath House grounds as proposed. There was only one respondent opposed to the proposed grounds restoration.
· Fifty one respondents (71%) accept that the restoration of the Grade II* elements of Heath House have to be subsidised by other elements of the proposal.
Heath Park
· Seventy eight percent of respondents (56 people) found the existing 1970s building unattractive.
· Fifty three respondents (73%) are in favour of the demolition of the existing property and the construction of the proposed Robert Adam building on largely the same footprint as the existing modern house.
· Fifty six respondents (77%) find the style of the proposed replacement property an improvement to the existing modern house.
· Sixty five respondents (90%) are in favour of the improvements to the landscaping grounds of the proposed new house.
· Fifty seven respondents (79%) consider that the proposals are an improvement to the site.
· Fifty respondents (69%) feel that the proposed Robert Adam building compliments Heath House.
3.2 Written Comments

There were a range of written comments, including the following:
Support for the Heath House restoration proposals

“It is a breath of fresh air to see that such a magnificent piece of local history is to be transformed to the splendour it deserves.  Far too often we see conversions and redevelopment to ugly apartment blocks.  Heath House is a legacy to Hampstead and must be allowed to continue in the history books.”
Resident, Grange Gardens, NW3

“It is good to see the old home restored to its former beauty.  At present it is sadly neglected.  Full marks on the consultation process.”

Resident, Heath Street, NW3

“Very pleased that at last this wonderful old house will be returned somewhat to its former glory.  Shame there probably will not be any future access to the general public.”
Resident, Murray Terrace, NW3

“I sincerely hope you restore the fireplaces and I’m sure speaking to your many reps you have a huge job on your hands but I wish you well and all the success in the world.  It will add to Hampstead’s culture greatly.”

Resident, Eton Rise, NW3

“As long as it retains its character I can’t see any objection.”

Resident, Well Walk, NW3

“Absolutely fascinating project.  Sadly I think it will be beyond the means of most UK people, but better used than vacant.”
Resident (address not given)
Support for the new Heath Park house

“I am very excited by the new Robert Adam development which will make a stunning addition to the Hampstead environment, as well as a much-needed replacement of the 1970s building.  I very much hope Camden approves the application.”
Resident, Buckingham Mansions, NW6

“I am very impressed with the Robert Adam style design and the replacement house – a vast improvement – a shame it won’t be seen from outside the walls.”

Resident (address not given)
Support for the proposals as a whole

“A long-awaited, most worthwhile and exciting project!  We live close by and will support your plans which are very much in keeping with the environment.  Congratulations!  It would be marvellous for this project to “kick-start” an overall rethinking of total improvement of the centre, pond, war memorial, –  and Spaniards Road all in great need of restoration – as a magnificent Boulevard leading to Kenwood and the Heath (à la Champs-Elysée?!).  Please try to encourage Camden and Heath Soc etc. to take this on board!!!  Who will be the lucky owners?”

Resident, Columbus Road, NW3

“I am very impressed with the proposed redevelopment and hope that it is implemented.”
Resident, Priory Road, NW6

“Looking forward to seeing the final results!”
Resident, Brent Terrace, NW2

“Congratulations, am impressed by your ‘public exhibition’ open day and the presentation.  Thank you for enabling me to see the house and especially for the public spirit you have shown with the project.  Looking forward to that place coming alive again.  Wish you every success.”
Resident, Sinclair Grove, NW11

“Great plans, great news!  About time.  Wish you well.”
Resident, Mansion Gardens, NW3

“Delighted to have chance of looking over the place and hearing informed comments of the garden.  Very sorry to see it so deteriorated.”

.

Resident, Belsize Grove, NW3

“Public consultation a very good idea.”
Resident, Wood Hill Crescent, HA3

Support with reservations
“Not looking forward to the building work, but it seems to be a sensitive proposal.  Not sure how the ‘replacement’ of the stable block will fill in the existing gap.”
Resident, North End Road, NW11

“Suggest slightly greater setback of entrance to Heath Park with angled walls to ease approach and give more impressive entrance.”
Resident, Flask Walk, NW3
Concerns
Generally

“The proposals amount to another couple of overpriced London houses which are designed to attract foreign money and not help at all with the community.”
Resident, Oakhill Avenue, NW3

The Heath House proposals

“Primary concern is impact of expansion of left-hand side of building upon views and outlook from my home at Jack Straws Castle.  Would also be interested in views of expert independent architect.”
Resident, Jack Straws Castle, NW3

The Heath Park design

“It is deeply regrettable that nothing better could be conceived to replace the deplorable 1970s building than a sterile, uncreative 1760s copy.  The original creators of the house did not build a copy of a medieval castle or an Elizabethan palace. So why, for any other reason than lack of imagination, build a slavish copy of a Georgian/Palladian mansion today?”
Resident, Wildwood Grove, NW3

Garden proposals

 “The garden division seems disproportionate and Heath House will have a small garden for the size of the house, largely shaded by the house.”
Resident, Parliament Hill, NW3
4. Conclusion

It is clear from the response to the public exhibition that local residents welcomed the opportunity to comment on the proposals for the restoration of Heath House and that they overwhelmingly support the proposals. An oft-made comment by many long-standing Hampstead residents visiting the exhibition was their delight at being able to visit Heath House for the very first time after decades of passing by the house and never being able to look inside. 
The Heath and Hampstead Society members to whom a presentation was made raised no objections to the proposals and later confirmed their support in principle.

Many visitors were pleasantly surprised that the house was being restored for single family occupation, rather than being converted to apartments.

There were a small minority of visitors who would have preferred to have seen a modern design for the new Heath Park building, however, this view was far outweighed by those visitors who supported the Robert Adam designed proposals for Heath Park.

There was also strong support for the associated proposals to restore the war memorial at the front of Heath House and to contribute towards Camden Council’s proposals for improvements to the area around Whitestone Pond.
Overall, there is little doubt that the public consultation programme was successful in both giving local people the opportunity to visit a famous local landmark and giving them the opportunity to make their views known on the Heath House proposals.
Appendix 1 - Letter to residents

Dear Resident

Heath House restoration plans
I am writing to let you know about plans for the restoration of the Grade II* listed Heath House at the corner of Spaniards Road and North End Way.

The restoration proposals, by the Heath House Property Partnership, also include the rebuilding of the existing Heath Park house, to be designed by acclaimed international architect Robert Adam, and the extensive landscaping of the Heath House grounds by landscape architects Clifton Nurseries which will re-introduce native species and enhance bio-diversity.

In addition, the Heath House proposals present an opportunity to repair and restore the adjacent War Memorial and support the proposed Council improvements to Whitestone Pond.

Heath House is thought to be early Georgian but later extensions, together with World War 2 bomb damage repairs and restoration to the original two-storey building have left their mark. Few elements of the interior have survived.
Before submitting a planning application we have organised an Open Day where plans will be on display, on

Saturday 1st December, from 10am - 3pm, at Heath House, at the corner of Spaniards Road and North End Way.

Members of the Heath House Property Partnership’s professional team will be on hand to answer your question.

I hope you will be able to attend. In the meantime, if you would like further information please call me on 7324 6217 or email me on pdimoldenberg@quatro-pr.co.uk.

Yours sincerely

Paul Dimoldenberg

On behalf of Heath House Property Partnership

Brief History of Heath House

· The exact date when the main Heath House was built is unknown, probably in the period 1700-1720. The house was originally a five-bay, two-storey house with a tall hipped roof.

· A two storey side extension to the east and extension to the rear, together with a forecourt, a coach house and out buildings were added in the period 1750-1762.

· The main house and east side extension was extended by one story in the period pre-1800. The house was also extended to the west. A further building was erected to the west of the stable yard.

· In 1941 a bomb landed in the vicinity, damaging Heath House, destroying the stable yard, the outbuildings and many of the surrounding houses. 

· After the War the house was restored and the front elevation was rebuilt, replacing the earlier elevation. The second staircase to the west of the main house has been replaced with a large garage. Many of its original internal features have been removed.

· Heath House was listed Grade II* in May 1974.
Appendix 2 – Press Release

HEATH HOUSE PROPERTY PARTNERSHIP

Press Release

20th November 2007

Heath House restoration plans set for public display

Plans for the restoration of the Grade II* listed Heath House will be on public display on Saturday 1st December, from 10am - 3pm, at Heath House, corner of Spaniards Road and North End Way.

The restoration proposals, by the Heath House Property Partnership, also include the rebuilding of the existing unlisted 1970s Heath Park house, with the replacement to be designed by acclaimed international architect Robert Adam. Both houses are set in landscaped grounds with the extensive improvements to the landscaping of the Heath House grounds to be undertaken by landscape architects Clifton Nurseries whose proposals will re-introduce native species and enhance bio-diversity.
In addition, the Heath House proposals present an opportunity to repair and restore the adjacent War Memorial and support the proposed Council improvements to Whitestone Pond.

 

Heath House is thought to be originally early Georgian but later extensive extensions and alterations have been made to the building which was also partly destroyed by enemy action during World War 2. Bomb damage repairs and restoration to the original two storey building have left their mark with the current building different significantly from the pre-war damaged form. Few elements of the interior have survived.
A spokesman for Heath House Property Partnership said:
"Consultation is an integral part of our approach to the restoration of Heath House. We are keen to exhibit and explain our plans to local groups, residents and Councillors before we submit a planning application. We also welcome the opportunity for local residents to visit Heath House, as well as Heath Park and its grounds, which are largely removed from public view by the high boundary walls."

“Heath House Property Partnership architects, landscape architects, historic buildings advisers and planning consultants will be at the exhibition to explain the plans and to answer questions."

Contact Paul Dimoldenberg 7324 6217 or 07864 042 584

Note to Editors

A Brief History of Heath House 

· The exact date when the main Heath House was built is unknown, probably in the period 1700 – 1720. The house was originally a five-bay, two-storey house with a tall hipped roof.

· A two storey side extension to the east and extension to the rear, together with a forecourt, a coach house and out buildings were added in the period 1750-1762.

· The main house and east side extension was extended by one story in the period pre-1800. The house was also extended to the west. A further building was erected to the west of the stable yard.

· In 1941 a bomb landed in the vicinity, damaging Heath House, destroying the stable yard, the outbuildings and many of the surrounding houses. 

· After the War the house was restored and the front elevation was rebuilt, replacing the earlier elevation. The second staircase to the west of the main house has been replaced with a large garage. Many of its original internal features have been removed.

· Heath House was listed Grade II* in May 1974.
Appendix 3 – Exhibition Questionnaire

RESTORATION PLANS FOR HEATH HOUSE
LET US KNOW YOUR VIEWS

1. 
 Heath House
(i) Are you in favour of the restoration of Heath House?



Yes/No
(ii)
Are you surprised by the current condition of Heath House?


Yes/No
(iii)
Were you previously aware of the history of Heath House?



Yes/No
(iv)
Were you aware that Heath House was originally much larger than in its 

current form?









Yes/No
(v)
Were you aware that Heath House was partly destroyed in World War ll?

Yes/No
(vi)
Are you in favour of sensitive restoration which include the revisions proposed?
Yes/No
(vii)
Are you in favour of the restoration of the Heath House grounds as proposed?
Yes/No
(viii)

Do you accept that the restoration of the Grade II* elements of Heath House 


have to be subsidised by other elements of the proposal?



Yes/No
2.
 Heath Park
(i)
Do you find the existing 1970’s building attractive?




Yes/No
(ii)
Are you in favour of the demolition of this property and construction of the 

proposed Robert Adam building on largely the same footprint as the existing 

modern house?








Yes/No
(iii)

Do you find the style of the proposed replacement property an improvement to 


the existing modern house?







Yes/No
(iv)
Are you in favour of the improvements to the landscaping grounds of the 

proposed house?








Yes/No
(v)
Do you consider that the proposals are an improvement to the site?

Yes/No
(vi)

Do you feel that the proposed Robert Adam building complements Heath House?
Yes/No
Further Comments

	


Name:










​​​


Address:


























Phone:













Email:













You can post your comments to:
Heath House Consultation






FREEPOST RRKB-CLSY-BBTH

12-16 Clerkenwell Road

London EC1M 5PQ
	Appendix 4 – Questionnaire Responses

Heath House
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Y
	N
	No Response
	Other

	1. Are you in favour of the restoration of Heath House?
	
	65
	0
	5
	2

	2. Are you surprised by the current condition of Heath House?
	
	34
	31
	7
	0

	3. Were you previously aware of the history of Heath House?
	
	14
	50
	4
	4

	4. Were you aware that Heath House was originally much larger than in its current form?
	
	10
	58
	4
	0

	5. Were you aware that Heath House was partly destroyed in World War II?
	
	25
	42
	4
	0

	6. Are you in favour of sensitive restoration which include the revisions proposed?
	
	65
	1
	3
	3

	7. Are you in favour of the restoration of the Heath House grounds as proposed?
	
	63
	1
	6
	2

	8. Do you accept that the restoration of the Grade II* elements of Heath House have to be subsidised by other elements of the proposal?
	
	51
	7
	6
	8

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Heath Park
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	YesY
	NN
	No Response
	Other

	1. Do you find the existing 1970s building attractive?
	
	16
	48
	6
	2

	2. Are you in favour of the demolition of this property construction of the proposed Robert Adam building on largely the same footprint as the existing modern house?
	
	53
	8
	6
	5

	3. Do you find the style of the proposed replacement property an improvement to the existing modern house?
	
	56
	7
	6
	3

	4. Are you in favour of the improvements to the landscaping grounds of the proposed house?
	
	65
	0
	6
	1

	5. Do you consider that the proposals are an improvement to the site?
	
	57
	7
	6
	2

	6. Do you feel that the proposed Robert Adam building compliments Heath House?
	
	50
	8
	9
	5


