LIFETIME HOMES & Accessibility:

The Camden Planning Guidance, consultation draft 2006 replaces the UDP policy H7 which requires all new dwellings, whether new build, additions to existing buildings, conversions, or changes of use, to be built to lifetime homes standards wherever possible. A life time home is an ordinary home incorporating 16 design features for accessible living. The following notes address each point individually. 
Point 1: Car parking 3300mm wide minimum –
No parking is provided on the premises 

Point 2: Distance from car park to home should be kept to a minimum –
N/A
Point 3: Sloping kept to a minimum (1:12 - 0<5m, 1:15 – 5<10m, 1:20 – 10m>) -
The slope is governed by the current house and street level of the building so we can not really alter the slope.
Point 4: all entrances should be:
a) Illuminated – We propose to provide sensor lighting with low voltage so as not to be intrusive.

b) Main entrance to be covered: The current application does not include a cover, but we can do one of the following: -

· Provide glass cover

· Recess the entrance back into the building
We don’t believe any of the above solutions will be appropriate with the current building and the street scene. 
Point 5: Communal stairs and lifts – 

No lift is provided. The staircase complies with the guide line
Point 6: Width of hallways, doorways and staircases - 
The application is for an application of an already approved house conversion with the addition of the loft/roof area. As this is a conversion we worked within the current parameters. 
Point 7: Turning space for wheel chair (1500mm diameter or 1700x1400mm ellipse) –

Adequate space is provided in both houses.

Points 8: Living room should be at entrance level. 
Both houses have the living room on the ground floor hence we comply. 
Point 9: In a house of two or more storeys should be a bed space at entrance – 

One of the living areas can be adapted. 
Point 10: There should be a wheelchair accessible entrance level WC with a drainage for future shower facility – 

The study areas will have drainage and plumbing fitted so they can be easily converted in the future. 

Point 11:Walls in Bathrooms and toilets should be capable of taking hand rails (between 300 -1500mm) - 

The company policy is to provide noggings at 1200mm across all new walls which should be able to adapt for fixing hand rails. 

Point 12: Provision for a future stair lift or a through the floor lift. 

Both houses have a staircases where in future a stair lift can be fitted as both staircase are continuous.  
Point 13: A hoist from the bedroom to the bathroom -

Main bedrooms have an ensuite bathroom that can be adapted 
Point 14: Ease of access for the bath, wc and wash basin - 
All bathrooms are designed to give the best circulation and access for cleaning as well

Point 15: Living room window glazing should be at 800mm or lower and windows should be easy to open - 

The glass doors to the rear should help to comply as this is a conversion. The windows to the front are not changing. 
Point 16: Switches and Sockets between 450mm and 1200mm in all rooms – 

All new switches will comply.  

Conclusion

Paragraph 11 states that “It is understood that some of the lifetime homes standards may not be able to be applied in all cases, particularly in some conversions and changes of use”. We have tried to comply within the current constraints of the conversion. 
