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Neighbourhood of St. Giles-in-the-Field circa 1658

Originally a village separated from London and Westminster by broad fields. The ancient
‘ church of St. Giles, being traceable to the chapel of a hospital for lepers founded about 1117
N by Queen Matilda which was taken down in 1623 and a brick edifice was erected in its place.

'
'

By this time St. Giles, still in the fields, was spoken of as a town. In 1605 an Act was passed
for paving the ““town of St. Giles’’. The preamble runs *‘St. Giles-in-the-Fields, towards the
Strand and towards New Inn is of late years by occasion of the continual rode there, and of
carriages become deep, foul and dangerous to all that pass those ways.”
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