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1 .  As y o u  know I have been a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  Environment 
t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  above m e n t i o n e d  a p p e a l .  T h i s  a p p e a l  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  the 
London Bo rough  o f  Camden t o  r e f u s e  p q a n q i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e e n l a r g e m e n t  o f  the 

Wa lham, Court, i 10 f ifth f loor f lat., ~ffo 9/111. Haverstock-Hi 1,1 London NW3 by. 
extending onto thfi-fo—of--abo~N-iei ---a-n'-d-u-~n--i-t---i--n'-g----b--y- -a- n-6~ẁ - i n t- 6' -r --- n-a--1 s - t ' a i r .  I have  con-sidered 

t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  made by y o u  and  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  and a l s o  those 
made by i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s .  I i n s p e c t e d  t h e  s i t e  on Tuesday 10 F e b r u a r y  1987. 

2 .  From t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  made I c o n s i d e r  t h e  i s s u e s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  a r e  whether: 

i .  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  an u n a c c e p t a b l e  i n f r i n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  density 
s t a n d a r d s  o p e r a t e d  by t h e  Borough  Council; 

ii. l i g h t  t o  n e i g h b o . u r i n g  p r o p e k t i e s  w o u l d  b e  obscured; 

t h e  o v e r a l l  b u l k  w o u l d  i m p a i r  t h e  s t r e e t  scene. 

3. On behalf of your- client you point out that the Council are prepared to accept 
e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  p o l i c y  i n  c a s e s  where  s h o p p i n g  and t r a n s p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  are 
g o o d ,  and t h a t  t h e  o v e r a l l  p o l i c y  w i t h i n  t h e  b o r o u q h  i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  housing 
s t o c k .  I n  a d d i t i o n  y o u  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  n o t  ha rm adjoining 
r e s i d e n t s ,  r a t h e r  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  enhance t h e  appea rance  o f  Walham Court. 

4 .  From my i n s p e c t i o n  I n o t e  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b l o c k  h a s  a n  i n d e n t e d  f o r m  o f  plan, 
w i t h  a s u b s t a n t i a l - l i f t  t o w e r  i n  t h e  c e n t r e .  I t ' s t a n d s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  Faircourt, 
a t  a l o w e r  l e v e l , o n  H a v e r s t o c k  H i l l ,  b u t  s l i g h t l y  exceeds  t h e  n e i g h b o u r i n g  b l o c k  in 
h e i g h t .  From t h e  r o o f  t h e  o n l y  windows v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  f l a n k  w a l l  o f  Faircourt 
a p p e a r  t o  b e  a p a i r  o f  b a t h r o o m  windows g l a z e d  i n  o b s c u r e  g l a s s .  When standing 
c l o s e  t o  t h e  edge o f  t h e  r o o f  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  edge o f  a r o o f  t e r r a c e  at 
F a i r c o u r t .  On t h e  s o u t h  t h e  c l o s e s t  windows t o  t h e  a p p e a l  s i t e  a r e  b a t h r o o m  and 
c o r r i d o r  windows i n  t h e  n u r s e s  home. Wal tham C o u r t  i s  c l o s e  t o  Eng lands  L a n e ,  which. 
h a s  a p a r a d e  o f  s h o p s ,  and a c o n v e n i e n t  bus  s t o p  o n  H a v e r s t o c k  H i l l .  C h a l k  Farm and 
B e l s i z e  P a r k  t u b e  s t a t i o n s  a r e  r e a s o n a b l y  c l o s e ' a n d  P r i m r o s e  H i l l  i s  w i t h i n  easy 
w a l k i n g  distance. 

5 .  The p r o p o s a l  i s  o n l y  i n  o u t l i n e  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  i s  c l e a r  thaf--in—order 

t o  p i c k  u p  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p e r i m e t e r  w o u l d  be' 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s e t  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  o u t e r  edge o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  building. 
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6 .  From p o s i t i o n s  a t  g r o u n d  l e v e l  c l o s e  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e  f l a t  w o u l d  r i o t  be seen... 
and f r o m  a d i s t a n c e  i t  w o u l d  l a r g e l y  be c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o f i l e  

- 
o f  the'existing 

f o r m ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  h e i g h t  a t  t h e  eaves and a t  r o o f  l e v e l  were  k e p t  reasonably-low. 

7 .  Because t h e  e x t e n s i o n  w o u l d  be s e t  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  edge o f  t h e . e x i s t i n q  building' 
I do n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  passage  o f  l i g h t  o r  be l i k e l y  to 
d i s t u r b  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  n e i g h b o u r i n g  o c c u p a n t s .  I n e v i t a b l y  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  some 
i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  b l o c k  a t  r o o f  l e v & l ,  b u t  because  o t  t h e  f a c t o r s  already 
r e f e r r e d  t o  I d o  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o o  heavy  o r  l i k e l y  to 
d e t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  s t r e e t  scene. 

8 .  E v i d e n t i v  a t  p r e s e n t . d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  Walham C o u r t  i s  b e l o w  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  plot 
r a t i o  c e i l i n g  f o r  t h e  s i t e ,  b u t  a t  t h e i r  recommended l i m i t s  f o r  d e n s i t y .  However I 
n o t e  t h a t  whe re  s h o p p i n g  a n d  t r a n s p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  good a n d  t h e r e  i s  easy  access 
t o  p u b l i c  open space  t h e  C o u n c i l  a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  their 
standards. 

9 .  1 n o t e  t h a t  i n  P o l i c y  13 o f  t h e  Camden D i s t r i c t  P l a n  t h e  Borough  c o u n c i l  a i m s  ' 
t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  d w e l l i n g s  i n  t h e  b o r o u g h .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  i s  f o r  a family 
f l a t  d e s i g n e d  w i t h  h i g h  s p a t i a l  s t a n d a r d s  and w o u l d  i n t e r c o n n e c t  w i t h  an existing 
f l a t ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  same f a m i l y .  I d o  not' 
c o n s i d e r  t h a t  u n d u l y  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  w o u l d  r e s u l t . .  I t  seems t o  me that 
t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  o n l y  exceed  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  g u i d e l i n e s  t o  a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t , . i n  a 
l o c a t i o n  w h i c h  m e r i t s  a n  e x c e p t i o n  and  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  o v e r a l l  p o l i c y  t o  increase 
t h e  s t o c k  o f  h o u s i n g  s h o u l d  t a k e  precedence. 

10 .  I n  my o p i n i o n  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a n  u n a c c e p t a b l e  i n f r i n g e m e n t  o f  the 
Borough C o u n c i l ' s  d e n s i t y  s t a n d a r d s  and  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  h a r m f u l  f o r  neighbouring 
r e s i d e n t s  o r  t h e  s t r e e t  scene. 

11 .  1 h a v e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  i s s u e s  t h a t  h a v e  been r a i s e d  b u t  these 
h a v e  n o t  p r o v e d  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  o u t w e i g h  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  l e d  t o  my 
decision. 

1 2 .  F o r  t h e  above  r e a s o n s ,  and  i n  e x e r c i s e  o f  p o w e r s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  me, I hereby 
A-is_ ppeal~.,and g r a n t  p l a n n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  en l .a rgemdnt  o f  t h e  fifth ,_~llow,th 

f l o o r  f l a t ,  No 19 Walham C o u r t ,  1 0 9 / 1 1 1  H a v e r s t o c k  H i l l ,  London NV13 4SD i n  accordance 
w i t h  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  (No RP/PDI/874) d a t e d  18 December 1985 and the 
p l a n s  s u b m i t t e d  t h e r e w i t h ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  conditions: 

a .  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  s i t i n g ,  d e s i g n  and e x t e r n a l  appearance 
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  ' t h e  r e s e r v e d  m a t t e r s ' )  shall 
b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  p l a n n i n g  authority; 

b .  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  r e s e r v e d  m a t t e r s  s h a l l  b e  made t o  the 
l o c a l  p l a n n i n g  a u t h o r i t y  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  3 y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  this 
letter; 

2 .  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  h e r e b y  p e r m i t t e d  s h a l l  be begun o n  o r  b e f o r e  w h i c h e v e r  is 
t h e  l a t e r  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  dates-a. 

, 5 y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r ;  or 

b .  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  2 y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  f i n a l  a p p r o v a l . o f  t h e  reserved 
m a t t e r s  o r ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a p p r o v a l  o n  d i f f e r e n t  d a t e s ,  t h e  f i n a l  approval 
o f  t h e  l a s t  s u c h  m a t t e r  approved. 
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13. Attention is drawn to the fact that an applicant for any consent, agreement or 
approval required by a condition of this permission and'for approval of the reserved 
matters referred to in this permission has a statutory right of appeal to the 
Secretary of State if approval is refused or granted conditionally or if the 
authority fail to give notice of their decision within the prescribed period. 

14. This letter does not convey any approval or consent which may be required under 

any enactment, byelaw, order or regulation other than section"23 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1971. 

I am Gentlemen 
Your obedient Servant 

ANN R BRIDGER BA(Hons)Arch DipUD MA RIBA MRTPTI 
Inspector 
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