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T O M  AND C O U N M Y  PLANNING ACT 1971, SECTION 36 AND. tCH4P_Xff6M*ENDATION AGREEE) 
APPLICATION NO: PL /8601763 /R l  O N  BEHALF OF THE COUNCIL 

1 .  1 have  been a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  tnvironment-to-determine 

y o u r  a p p e a l .  Y o u r  a p p e a l  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  L o n j o n  Borough o f  Cikmden 
C o u n c i l  t o  r e f u s e  p l a n n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  a harA J ,  ptAoing and-. sWi~ns 
o f  vehicular access to  the road a t  your home, 37 Compayne G dead,4Tpndop NA '3;d 

also 
r 

have considered the wr i t t en  representations made by you an I:nr t h  FUoit.7a t 0~those made by an interested person. I inspected the s i t e  
11914Z~U,,W7. 

2 .  From my i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  and  s u r r o u n d i n g s  and therepresentati7o;M%Ade, 

i t  a p p e a r s  t o  me t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f a c t o r s  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  i n  determining 
t h i s  a p p e a l  a r e  w h e t h e r ,  h a v i n g  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  s i n g l e  family 
d w e l l i n g s ,  s u c h  p r o p o s a l s  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  s p e c i f i c  p l a n n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n ,  and having 
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Code o p e r a t e d  by t h e  c o u n c i l  s i n c e  1979 w i t h  w h i c h  the 
c o u n c i l  acknowledges  t h a t  y o u r  p l a n  c o m p l i e s ,  b u t  w h i c h  t h e  c o u n c i l  i s  reviewing, 
t h e r e  a r e  any  s p e c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  w h i c h  w o u l d  l e a d  t o  t h e  r e f u s a l  of 
t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  t h a t  y o u  seek. 

3 .  Compayne Gardens i s  a r e s i d e n t i a l  r o a d  i n  NW London.  I t  has o n  b o t h  s i d e s  of 
t h e  r o a d  l a r g e  s e m i - d e t a c h e d  V i c t o r i a n  houses  w h i c h  have  i n  f r o n t  o f  them limited 
f r o n t  g a r d e n s .  Some o f  t h e s e  h o u s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  No. 37 ,  have been d i v i d e d  i n t o  flats; 
some r e m a i n  i n  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  o c c u p a t i o n .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  houses 
a l r e a d y  have h a r d s t a n d i n g s  f o r  c a r s  i n  t h e i r  f r o n t  g a r d e n s .  T h e r e  i s  a l o t  o f  kerb-side 

p a r k i n g  i n  t h i s  and n e i g h b o u r i n g  r o a d s ,  Compayne Gardens does n o t  a p p e a r  t o  we 
t o  c a r r y  much traffic. 

4 .  The c o u n c i l  has  r e c e n t l y  become c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  way i n  w h i c h  p a r k i n g  in 
f r o n t  o f  houses has p r o l i f e r a t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  and  i s  c u r r e n t l y  r e v i s i n g  i t s  policy. 
However ,  y o u  have  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  p e r m i s s i o n  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  such 
a r r a n g e m e n t s  where  a house i s  i n  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  o c c u p a t i o n  and where  s i m i l a r  amenity 
and  r o a d  s a f e t y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  may a p p l y .  Where,  as  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  s p e c i f i c  permission 
i s  r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  c o u n c i l ' s  D i s t r i c t  P l a n  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by an E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Code which 
has  o p e r a t e d  s i n c e  1979.  Though t h e  c o u n c i l  i s  r e v i e w i n g  t h i s ,  i t  appears  t h a t  when 
y o u  f i r s t  d i s c u s s e d  y o u r  p r o p o s a l s  w i t h  t h e  c o u n c i l ,  s u b j e c t  t o  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  the 
s i z e  o f  t h e  a c c e s s ,  i t  me t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  code and was i n  p r i n c i p l e  acceptable 
by t h e  c o u n c i l .  The c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  on w h i c h  t h e  c o u n c i l  has  r e f u s e d  y o u r  application 
a p p e a r  t o  me t o  a p p l y  t o  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  f o r e c o u r t  p a r k i n g  f o r  w h i c h  s p e c i f i c  permission 
i s  r e q u i r e d  and t h e  c o u n c i l  s a y  t h e y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  r e s i s t i n g  such  proposals. 

5 .  1 a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  a m e n i t y  and  t r a f f i c  h a z a r d s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  f o r e c o u r t  parking 
b u t  i n  t h e  case  o f  Compayne Gardens ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  c a r r y  l i t t l e  t r a f f i c ,  I 

' 
am not 

c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a f f i c  h a z a r d s  a r e  s e r i o u s .  A m e n i t y  c o r L s i d e r a t i o n s  weighed 

I 
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n o i l y  
i n  the  case o f  2 e a r l i e r  appeal dec is ions  t o  which the  c o u n c i l  ha~e drawn 

a t t e n t i o n .  However, i n  the  case o f  your proposal  the re  i s  o t h e r  f o r e c o u r t  parking 
:n the v i c i n i t y .  What i s  more, l ess  than h a l f  the f o r e c o u r t  would be used for 
pa rk ing  and the  remainder would have landscaping which would l i m i t  the  amenity 
impact o f  the  pa rk i ng .  I have a l s o  had regard t o  the need which you have, as a 
doc to r ,  f o r  irunediate access t o  your c a r .  I n  a l l  the c i rcumstances,  t h e r e f o r e ,  it 
appears t o  me t h a t  1 would n o t  be j u s t i f i e d  i n  w i t h h o l d i n g  the  permiss ion t h a t  you 
seek and I have decided t h a t  your appeal should be allowed. 

6 .  1 have c o n s i d e r e d  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  w r i t t e n  representations 
b u t  have  f o u n d  n o t h i n g  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  w e i g h t  t o  a f f e c t  my decision. 

7 .  F o r  t h e  above  r e a s o n s ,  and i n  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  powers  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  me, I hereby 
a l l o w  t h i s  a p p e a l  and g r a n t  p l a n n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  vehicular 
h a r d s t a n d i n g  and  means o f  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  h ighway  a t  37 Compayne Gardens ,  London NW6, 
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  (No. PL/8601763 /R l )  d a t e d  17 September 
1986 and  t h e  p l a n  s u b m i t t e d  therewith. 

8 .  T h i s  l e t t e r  does  n o t  'convey a n y  a p p r o v a l . o r  c o n s e n t  w h i c h  may be r e q u i r e d  qn.deir 
a n y  e n a c t m e n t ,  b y e l a w ,  o r d e r  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  S e c t i o n  23 o f  t h e  Town and 
C o u n t r y  P l a n n i n g  A c t  1971. 

I am Sir 
Your obed ien t  Servant 

W C KNOX BA 
Inspector 
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