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1 .  As y o u  know,  I have been a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  the 
E n v i r o n m e n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  above  m e n t i o n e d  a p p e a l .  T h i s  a p p e a l  i s  a g a i n s t  the 
r e f u s a l .  o f  t h e  London  Borough  o f  Camden t o  g r a n t  p l a n n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  a Ec:o:n:~vtersionito f o r m  5 s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  f l a t s  a t  B u r g e s s  P a r k  M a n s i o n s ,  Fortune 
Green  Road,  London N'43. I have  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  made by you 
a n d  by t h e  C o u n c i l  and o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s .  I i n s p e c t e d  t h e  site*on 
17 J a n u a r y  1985 .  At-2. 

~~T~p 
__proposed f l a t s  w o u l d  be s i t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  roof 

=the 

e x t e n s i v e  4 and 5 s r e y  p r e m i s e s .  You s t a t e  t h a t  b o : h  t h e  vo lume  and a r e a  o f  the 
p r o p o s a l s  i s  l e s s  t h a n  10% o f  t h e  t o t a l  v o l u m e  and a r e a  and t h a t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  with 
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  A c t ,  p l a n n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  h a v e  been g r a n t e d  and in 
t h e  e v e n t  o f  t h i s  a p p e a l  b e i n g  d i s m i s s e d  a S e c t i o n  169 C l a i m  w i l l  be submitted. 
I a c c e p t  y o u r  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  p r e m i s e s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  B u r 3 e s s  P a r k  Mansions 
s h o u l d  be i n c l u d e d  f o r  p u r p o s e  o f  measurement  and t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  to 
e x c l u d e  Nlos 7 - 1 0  B u r g e s s  P a r k  ~tans ions f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  However ,  t h e  Council 
c o n s i d e r s  t h e  f l o o r  a r e a  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  f l a t s  t o  be much more t h a n  y o u r  figure 
s u b m i t t e d .  T h e r e  i s  i n  my o p i n i o n  an e l e m e n t  o f  d o u b t  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  and I shall 
d e t e r m i n e  t h i s  a p p e a l  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  p l a n n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  i s  required. 

3. From my i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  and i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s  and  f r o m  t h e  written 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  made I have c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  2 -~lair, i s s u e s  t o  be settled: 
f i r s t ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h i s  aDp f ' a l  a r e  s u c h  t h a t  an exception 

may be rrade t o  t h e  C o u n c i l  p o l i c y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  d e n s i t y  and p a r k i n g  s t a n d a r d s ,  and 
s e c o n d ,  w h e t h e r  o r  no' .  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  i f  p e r m i t t e d  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  an unacceptable 
l o s s  o f  a m e n i t y  t o  n e i g h b o u r i n g  r e s i d e n t ' s  i n  t e r m s  o f  p r i v a c y  and quiet. 

4. The C o u n c i l  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  P l a n  and t o  i t s  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Code wherein 
i t  s t a t e s  t h a t  a p l o t  r a t i o  o f  1 . 2 : 1  and a d e n s i t y  o f  140 h a b i t a b l e  rooms per 
a c r e  s h o u l d  n o t  be e x c e e d e d .  These  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  a l r e a d y  g r e a t l y  exceeded  i n  the 
e x i s t i n g  p r e m i s e s .  You r e f e r  t o  a r e c e n t  a p p e a l  d e c i s i o n  a t  L a n g l a n d s  mansions, 
F i n c h l e y  Road where  an a p p e a l  o f  a s i m i l a r  n a t u r e  t o  t h i s  %,7as c o n s - i d e r e d .  1-n that; 
a p p e a l  " h e  I n s p e c t o r  f o u n d  t h a t  because  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w o u l d  n o t  be I 

! 

e x c e e d e d  and i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  l i t t l e  changed  i f  a d d i t i o n a l  f l a t s  w e r e  accommodated,1. 

t h e n  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p l o t  r a t i o  and d e n s i t y  w o u l d  n o t  be a s i g n i f i c a n t  factor. 

: n  t h a t  a p p e a l  t h e  a e d i t i o n a l  f l a t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  an i n c r e a s e  f r o m  12 t o  17 u 
whereas in this appeal the proposals 

constitute~a much smaller relative increas 



o f  13 h a b i t a b l e  rooms upon t h e  p r e s e n t  t o t a l  o f  a b o u t  100 h a b i t a b l e  rooms.  Because 
y 1 g  p r o p o s a l s  w o u l d  n o t  i n c r e a s e  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s  I d o  n o t  c o n s i d e r  that 
t d e n s i t y  and  p l o t  r a t i o  i n c r e a s e  w o u l d  be o b v i o u s  o r  significant. 

6 .  The C o u n c i l ' s  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  p a r k i n g  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  p r o v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  appeal 
s i t e  o f  5 a d d i t i o n a l  c a r  spaces  w h i c h  c a n n o t  be c o n t r i v e d .  I a c c e p t  t h a t  the 
C o u n c i l ' s  p a r k i n g  s t a n d a r d  s h o u l d  be m a i n t a i n e d  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e  b u t  i n  t h i s  case 
I c o n s i d e r  i t  m u s t  be b a l a n c e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  h o u s i n g  s t o c k  w h i c h  the 
p r o p o s a l s  w o u l d  make and t o  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t .  I n  t h i s  dense 
u r b a n  a r e a  t h e  s m a l l  i n c r e a s e  i n  s t r e e t  p a r k i n g  w o u l d  n o t  i n  my o p i n i o n  be a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  factor. 

7 .  T u r n i n g  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  i s s u e ,  y o u r  p r o p o s a l s  w o u l d  i n v o l v e  a l t e r a t i o n s  to 
l a n d i n g s  b e l o w  t h e  r o o f  s p a c e .  T h i s  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a l e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  t o p  floor 
l a n d i n g  o f  Nos 1 - 6  B u r g e s s  P lans ions .  A t  Nos 1 1 - 1 8  t h e  new s t a i r  w o u l d  cor.un.ence-close 

by a f l a t  e n t r a n c e ,  a-nd a n o t h e r  new s t a i r  d i a g o n a l l y  o p p o s i t e  t h e  flat 
e n t r a n c e  a t  No 2 B u r g e s s  P a r k  M a n s i o n s . .  These  a r e  a l l  common l a n d i n g s  and  I d o  not 
c o n s i d e r  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  w o u l d  c o n s t i t u t e  a l o s s  o f  p r i v a c y  t o  t h e  f l a t s  o r  a hazard 
t o  p e r s o n s  u s i n g  t h e  l a n d i n g s ,  o r  a s e r i o u s  i c s s  o f  l a n d i n g  space. 

S. The a d d i t i o n a l  f l a t s  w o u l d  u n d o u b t e d l y  g e n e r a t e  a measure  o f  sound  disturbance 
t h r o u g h  t h e  c e i l i n g s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o p  f l o o r  f l a t s .  However ,  t h e  construction 
s t a n d a r d s  w h i c h  t h e  C o u n c i l  w o u l d  impose u n d e r  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  I consider 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e d u c e  n o i s e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  be tween  a d j a c e n t  f l o o r s .  F e a r s  h a v e  been 
eXDrdssed t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  w indows  w o u l d  o v e r l o o k  b a l c o n i e s  and o t h e r  dwellings. 
I am s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  n o t  be s o  s i n c e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  d o r m e r  w indows  w o u l d  be. 
s e t  w i t h i n  t h e  r o o f  s l o p e  as  i l l u s t r a t e d  on y o u r  d r a w i n g  5 2 8 / 5 / 9 ,  and t h e  nearest 
new w indow f a c i n g  F l a t  B, No 551 F i n c h l e y - R 6 - a d  w o u l d  be a t  an a n g l e  and w o u l d  se I Lr v e 
~a ba-throom. on-lyJ_ 

9 .  1 have t a k e n  a c c o u n t  o f  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  representations 
b u t  d o  n o t  f i n d  t h e m  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  o u t w e i g h  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  l e d  t o  my 
d e c i s i o n .  These c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  i n  p r i n c i p l e  o f  the 
p r o v i s i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  accommoda t ion  w i t h i n  r o o f  spaces  s u b j e c t  t o  c e r t a i n  amenity 
s a f e g u a r d s  w h i c h  i n  my o p i n i o n  w i l l  be met by t h e  proposals. 

1 0 .  F o r  t h e  above r e a s o n s  and i n  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  powers  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  me 
I h e r e b y  a l l o w  t h i s  a p p e a l  and g r a n t  p l a n n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  r o o f  c o n v e r s i o n  to 
f o r m  5 s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  f l a t s  a t  B u r g e s s  P a r k  '.1,ansions, F o r t u n e  Green  Road,  London M13 
i n  t h e - t e r m s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  No E 4 / 1 2 / E  PL /8400803  d a t e d  30 A p r i l  1984 a n d  the 
p l a n s  s u b m i t t e d  t h e r e w i t h  and numbered 528/4/15,  5 2 8 / 4 / 6 ,  5 2 8 / 4 / 7 ,  5 2 8 / 4 / 8 ,  528/5/9; 

s u r v e y  d r a w i n g s  5 2 8 / 5 / 1 - 4  i n c l u s i v e  and amended d r a w i n g s  5 2 8 / 4 / 5 A  and 528/4/6A 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  d g ~ ~ I p p m e n t  h e r e b y  p e r m i t t e d  s h a l l  be begun n o t  l a t e r  t h a n . 5  years 
f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  letter. 

11 .  T h i s  l e t t e r  d o e s  n o t  c o n v e y  a n y  a p p r o v a l  o r  c o n s e n t  w h i c h  may be r e q u i r e d  under 

a n y  e n a c t m e n t ,  b y e l a w ,  o r d e r  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  s e c t i o n  23 o f  t h e  Town and 

C o u n t r y  P l a n n i n g  A c t  1971. 

I am Gentlemen 
Y o u r  o b e d i e n t  Servant 
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