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Dear Mr Burman
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London and South of England Region
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Jewish Museum

I write in strong support of the Jewish Museum'’s application in relation especially to
its Holocaust related work. The exciting redevelopment of the Jewish Museum at the -
Camden site, supported by a massive grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (which
requires matching funding), will lead to one if not the most important Jewish
museums in Europe. Right from the start in the early 1980s, the Jewish Museum in
London was at the forefront of education concerning the Holocaust and refugees who
came to Britain during the Nazi era. This was reflected in innovative and really first
class exhibitions (permanent and temporary), covering experiences ranging from the
Kindertransport through to the survivors who came to Britain after the Second World
War. All these exhibitions and displays were accompanied with sensitive and
stimulating education packs and they made an impact across the whole of the United

- Kingdom. Holocaust education is now firmly established in Britain. The Jewish
Museum has, more than any other body in Britain, been responsible for this
development. ' '

With the quality of its previous permanent and travelling exhibitions, I have no doubt
whatsoever that those which are planned for the new permanent exhibition will be of
similarly high standard — indeed, some of the intended displays build on previous
material but will add to it and provide the latest in interactive technology to bring in
the visitor further.:What is crucial fo the success of its work so far in relation to the-
Holocaust and refugees is that they are placed in the context of the Jewish experience
and Jewish history so that the visitor will understand the humanity of those who were
persecuted and avoid treat them simply as victims.

This, then, is a truly exciting moment in Jewish museology in Britain and beyond.
The newly integrated Jewish Museum in Camden will be of vital importance in
representing the Jewish experience to both a Jewish and a non-Jewish audience. I

recommend its application without reservation and with the greatest possible
enthusiasm. : ‘

- |
i

Professor Tony Kushner, Director, Parkes Institute for the Study of Jewish/non-
Jewish relations, University of Southampton
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|'wish you every success and am witlmg to provnde further support if required.
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