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CONTEXT: Murray Maws

Situated an the eastern adge of Camden Town, Murray Mews s a secluded residential road
developed over time with many ditlerant architectural approaches. This mix of styles, lacades

and mateénal choices gives the Mews its unique charachar

One af the lundamental charactenstics of this road 5 the vanaty af approach to the streglside
elevations, Proportions, fenastration and massing along the street frontages vary, creating
a rich vocabulary of matenal and structural solutions along the street, To communicate this
Moxan carried out a photographic elevation study of the mews (see dwg: 251 110 revA)

The approach to boundaries also varies along the street; some houses are Sel Dack craating
private courtyards, others built up to the kerb. These extensions are natural developmants
over time and are informal in architectural massing terms - this informality 1s whatl gives the
road its jdentity and charm

EXISTING PROPERTY

A7 Murray Mews 5 a mews terrace house in the Camden Square conservation aréa. The bw
storeéy building s set back from the road at the front and has a sSmall rear garden

The property IS currently laid out with 2 badrooms, living area, Kitchen and bathroom at first
fipor level and an open plan space al ground level, currently used for storage and accass o
rear garden. Al some paint @ rear first floor imber balcony has been added with stepped

ACCAsS 10 the rear garden
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PROPOSAL

The intention of the design s to provide the client with additional living space by converting
the first floor living area into a bedroom and using the ground floor space as an open plan
living/dining/kitchen area, The ground floor space currently receives a low leve| of daylight,
making it undesirable lor use as the main living area. To provide good natural light to the
ground floor space high quality sliding doors are proposed for the front and rear facade,

In order 1o maintain security and privacy to the living areas, planted painted steel screens
are proposed for the street facing boundary of the site. These screens also incorporate
a bin storage area o reduce visual clulter at street level, Behind the boundary screens
a single storey lobby extension 1s proposed to provide both a secure entrance space and
cycle storage. Next 10 the lobby a private front courtyard space has been created o provide
additional outside space for the chent
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The proposal draws on the existing assthetic of the property, enhancing the whole by way of
a contemporary design thal complements the bullding and its context, and is approprialte in

terms of propartion, materality and finish.

We view il as critical that in order to achieve this intention in built form the design must be
in noway a pastiche, rather the scheme should draw on the domestic and informal nature al
all the extension and remodelling works to similar properties on the road.

In terms ol the materials proposed, the use of stock brick, high guality aluminium windows
and doors, chatcoal grey finished steel, planted, screens are cansidered appropriate materials

in the context of Murray Mews

In addition to keeping the scale of the proposed works within that of other extensions b
propaerbes on the rmoad, we are focused on the need for any alteration o have Negligitie
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impact upon the privacy and ameanity of the neig

The remodelling as a whole would be a guality amendment in architectural terms and would

have a beneficial effect on the character of the building whilst respecting the rights of the

nElEhhl WrNNg properilies
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with room for secure bicycle storage The design integrales
addition to creating a secure

overed axlernal bin siore n
i'l""':;"”‘ fronl courtyard space




