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The study area abutts seven distinct urban quarters and transport corridors. 
Bound to the north by the Regent's Canal, each urban quarter brings a unique 
townscape character to the network of routes and pathways which serve the 
movement patterns through the area. As the hierarchy of the street patterns 
and their interrelationship with the open space network defines the framework 
of the area, the core railway buildings and landmark heritage buildings 
and gardens act as key points of orientation. Beyond physical and visual 
characteristics, the character of this area is further defined by less tangible 
effects which relate to the user's experience and its seasonal nature in terms 
of the day of the week, time of the day and month of the year. 

An unusual space occurs between the footprint created by St Pancras train 
shed and King's Cross station through the alignment of both the Stanley and 
Gym Buildings on a historic street pattern, at a splayed angle with the St 
Pancras train shed. 

Battle Bridge Road, now isolated by storage units and construction works 
remains the only street to retain its historic floorscape of traditional granite 
setts in situ. 

Within the study area there is a coherent palette of building materials 
which includes handmade red and yellow London stock bricks with dark 
blue engineering bricks, Welsh slate for roofs, stucco, mostly in applied 
architectural mouldings and cast and wrought iron, 

1. The Euston Road today is a busy, noisy polluted transport corridor served 
by separate Bus Lanes on either side of a dual carriageway. Immediately 
infront of King's Cross Concourse, four entrances to the underground straddle 
the road and a filter lane permits buses and cars to turn right down Pancras 
Road. The pedestrian environment is cluttered with signage; a modest eleven 
Plane trees are planted along the two sides of three hundred metres span 
of tarmac: and pavement between the two station frontages. most of which 
are in only moderate condition. Limited cycle storage on the central island 
and scattered single cycle park frames is clearly inadequate as evidenced 
by the large number of cycles chained illegally in front of the King's Cross 
Concourse. The south elevation of the road features a variety of medium scale 
developments marked particularly by Camden Town Hall, (1934-7) grade 
11. This building is characterized by a four storey central section and three 
storey outer wings, including a raised attic and faced with Portland stone. 
This contrasts sharply with the Town Hall Annexe, to the east, constructed of 
concrete in 1974. The prominent large single pared windows set within five 
curved bays rises to eight storeys. Located east along Euston Road are Argyle 
House, Belgrove House and an unlisted four storey terrace which houses the 
Northumberland Hotel. Of varying quality and state of repair each of these 
buildings feature ground floor retail units and a plethora of prominent poorly 
integrated signage. In particular, the unlisted terrace located at 1-11 Euston 
Road built c1840 is marred by the addition of single storey flat roofed retail 
units which further obscure the original building line that returns along 
Birkenhead and Crestfield Streets. 

2. Midland Road is bound by St Pancras Station to the east and the British 
Library to the west.Opened in 1998, the British Library has a rhomboid 
footprint, being shortest to the south with sides tapering outward towards 
the longer end approaching Brill Place to the north and contains a large 
open piazza fronting the Euston Road. The eastern elevation is red brick 
and contains a series of gated openings. The lands to the north of the library 
currently serve as a service yard. Despite a generous 5 metre pavement it is 
an unattractive pedestrian route, lacking pedestrian amenities along Midland 
Road due to a rather relentless unbroken building elevation of both sides. 

3. All commercial traffic had vanished from the Regent's Canal by the late 
60's. Its value as a leisure facility was greatly enhanced with the opening of 
Camley Street Natural Park, created on brownfield land in 1985. This local 
nature reserve hosts a mosaic of meadow, marsh woodland and open water 
habitat which are intensively managed to maintain their diverse wildlife value. 

A towiparth along the northern bank is well used by pedestrians and the St 
Pancras Yacht Basin houses a number of private and commercial barges. 

4. York Way defines a strong eastern edge of the study area and operates 
as a one-way northbound two lane carriageway from its southern end to the 
junction with Wharfdale Road. Bus stops, bus stands and coach stands 
however effectively reduce this portion to one lane capacity. The King's Cross 
Station elevation has blind arches to the lower, street level. The volume of 
heavy traffic and unrelenting elevation make it a particularly unrelenting 
pedestrian route. 

Regent's Quarter lies east of York Way. It comprises of three blocks two of 
which have been regenerated. This huddle of 19th century industrial buildings 
have been cleaned and refurbished into a community of small businesses and 
restaurants. 

At the northern end of King's Cross Station is a complex of railway tracks 
known as the 'Throat' of particular significance to railway historians for 
viewing railway traffic, The tracks emerge through three tunnel portals dating 
from, variously around 1852. 

5. Gray's Inn Road brings north bound traff ic in one-way at the junction with 
Pentonville Road and Euston Road. The prominent triangular block south 
east of the King's Cross Station concourse is dominated by the 'Lighthouse 
building'. Together with the curved terraces Nos 311-345 Gray's Inn Road, 
distinguished by their large painted sign reading 'Scales, Weights and 
Weighing Machines' they present important landmarks at this complex, 
congested road junction where Gray's Inn Road joins Pentonville Road and 
Euston Road. The Lighthouse, listed grade 11 was built c1875 and has a 
triangular plan with a rounded apex. It is constructed of London stocks with 
stucco dressings rising to a maximum of four storey's. Its apex is surmounted 
by a distinctive lighthouse tower clad in metal sheeting and surrounded by 
a cast iron balcony. The Lighthouse is particularly marred by its deteriorated 
former active frontage at the ground floor level which is now boarded up. 

6. There is a dramatic change in the grain behind the medium Kale 
developments fronting the southern elevation of the Euston road and the 
residential districts behind. The town hall annex is eight storeys compared 
to the gentle three storey early 19th century terraces built of yellow London 
stocks. Some terraces have mansard roof extensions, basements and iron 
railings around their light wells. Even modest homes were planned around a 
square as evidenced by Argyle Square. These terraced houses were adorned 
with convex fronted balconies and lotus flowered railings. Their current use 
is mostly boarding houses or hotels which detract from the arrangement of 
residential homes around the classic English garden square. Although laid 
to lawn with fine specimens of perimeter plane trees with recent renovation 
works in 1996 which added a multipurpose sports pitch and toddler 
climbing frame, there is little evidence of regular use. There are several fine 
streetscapes in the vicinity of Argyle primary school which front onto narrow 
streets of cobbled setts as illustrated. The school playground has an active 
tree planting programme visible from Tonbridge Street over the low perimeter 
wall. 

7. St Pancras Old Church and St Pancras Gardens are the key landmark and 
landscape elements with area three. St Pancras Old Church , grade listed I I 
is thought to have been built on the site of an ancient pagan temple in the 
fourth century. More recently enlarged and restored in 1848, it is constructed 
of coarse stone with a flint eastern fagade and a pantiled and slated roof. 
It is an amalgam of architectural styles and materials and reflects several 
episodes of restoration, alteration and extension. St Pancras gardens occupy a 
triangular area between the Pancras Road and the elevated railway lines north 
west of St Pancras International. They incorporate the St Giles Cemetery and 
the former burying grounds that adjoined St Pancras Old Church. Situated on 
a low bluff beside the lost river Fleet, culverted below street level, the gardens 
and the church lie above the level of Pancras Road and provide a reminder of 
the ancient topography. 
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To serve King's Cross Station, it is proposed that a passenger set-down facility 
for taxis, private cars and coaches will be provided between Pancras Road and 
the Western Concourse This will include provision for three disabled parking 
bays and a loading bay for servicing of the Great Northern Hotel (GNH). 

The design of this loading bay has been developed in conjunction with Argent 
(King's Cross) Limited, and the bay will be clearly demarcated by a raised 
kerb, and surfaced with granite setts coloured differently to those in the 
remainder of the set-dovin area. It is proposed that a keTbed peninsula will 
separate the set-down area from the taxi rank alongside the southbound car-riageway 

of Pancras Road. This rank will serve the taxi pick-up facility pro-posed 
to the south of the GNH, where two separate embarkation points will be 

provided; one for taxi-share custorners and the other for conventional use (i.e. 
si ngI e-dest i nation passengers). 

To the south of the taxi pick-up facility, a loading bay is proposed for use by 
London Underground Limited (ILUD. This loading bay will form a shared 
surface with the eastern footway of Pancras Road, and will be segregated from 
the carriageway by a raised kerb. 

The highway design has been subjected to an independent Stage 1 Road 
Safety Audit, and a Designer's Response has been completed and provided to 
the London Borough of Camden (LECI highways team for review and approval. 
Comments made previously by LBC regarding the design of the set-down area 
have been incorporated in the latest proposals." 

The need to allow unhindered north-south pedestrian flows between the 
Great Northern Hotel and King's Cross Station has been clearly identified. To 
achieve this, conflicts between vehicles and pedestrians have been avoided 
by displacing these vehicle activities to Pancras Road, whilst respecting other 
transport functions along the highway. In particular the set-down and pick-up 
areas have been designed to be implemented at two pinch points; between 
St. Pancras Station and the Great Northern Hotel, and between St. Pancras 
Station and the LU L vent. The separation of the set-down and pick-up areas 
allows a clear delineation of purpose and avoids conflicts between passengers 
entering and exiting the Western Concourse. 
The proposed cvoss~section of Pancras Road, whist slightly modified, main-tains 

the functionality of the completed CTRL scheme and additionally pro-vides 
extended taxi rank facilities and direct links between the taxi set-down 

and the pick-up. This arrangement improves the operational state of the taxi 
system reducing passenger wait times and empty taxi driving distances. 
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z r ,  Drivers & Sustainablity 
I DRIVERS 

#St Pancras will operate as an international and national hub for visitors to the 
Olympic Village and onto other national Olympic venues. St Pancras is described 
as a key piece of the 'Nation's infrastructure"The shuttle service Javelin will operate 
from St Pancras to the Olympic Village in Straford. 
-To generate high calibre passenger facilities and arnmenities through appropriate 
retail development to create a world class 21st Century interchange. 
Lighting and activation of the space 

-Legible, sequential signage and way-fi nding strategy to split passenger fl ows 
along the appropriate channels. 
-Transformation and regeneration initiatives (KX programme is part of the Thames 
Link Programme) 
-Enhance, complement and maintain listed buildings and railway heritage within 
the site 

SUSTAINABILITY 

-The regeneration of railway buildings, the expansion of public transport facilities 
and the creation of a major intermodal transport hub on an inner city site 
support one of the key planks of a strategy of sustainable urbanism. 
-Encourage indirect and lower energy means of population dispersal - walking, 
sate secure bicycle storage at stations, cycle travel on mainlines trains. 
-Reduces the need for private cars by enhancing other modal interchanges 
-Local car and cycle hire 
- As detailed earlier the site contains a number of historic surface materials and fix-tures. 

Efforts will be made to incorporate the salvaged material in the new landscaping 
scheme where practical, safe and appropriate to do so, taking into account of regulatory 
requirements for safe public access in the immediate vicinity of the station. 
-Robust and low maintenance matenals-galvanised guardrails,bollards; combined 
street and pavement lighting; co-ordinated galvanized signage poles; integrated 
cast iron signage throughout the public realm 
-Create improved pedestrian environment through legible way- finding and 
efficient dispersal. 

Energy efficient lighting strategy 
-Sustainable travel plans 
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PHASE ONE — PUBLIC REALM STRATEGY (CLAUSE 2.66) 

The key external stakeholder interest in the development of Phase I 
include:-King's 

Cross Central, Transport for London (TfL), the Public Carriage 
Office, London Borough of Camden, London Underground Limited (LUL), 
the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE). 

Design integration with the King's Cross Central Development (clause 2.66 
(a)) 

In addition to general stakeholder consultations, Network Rail has set up 
a series of design reviews with Argent's public realm designers for King's 
Cross Central to establish possible commonalities of approach for key 
elements adjacent to the station on the west side (excluding the Southern 
Square) where the two development meet. 

The reviews involved on-going iteration of designs for the areas in the 
immediate vicinity of the station until submission of Network Rail's final 
design for the public realm to London Borough of Camden for approval, 
in accordance with condition 3 of the KXSRP planning consent (Ref No 
2006/3387/P). Once agreed the proposed design for the Public Realm 
Phase I (PRPI) will be discussed with the design team for Public Realm 
Phase I I (PRP2), and a design forum will be held to ensure the successful 
integration of the two designs.' 

I 
Public Access (clause 2.66 (b)) 

For the duration of the construction phase of the KXRP Network Rail will 
establish staging plans that will permit controlled access and egress to the 
station. 

Western Concourse access in 2012 (clause 2.66 (0) 

The current KXRP programme is scheduled to complete the new Western 
Concourse before the Olympics 2012. This includes the creation of the 
permanent public access arrangements to the new concourse. In the event 
of unexpected temporary impediments to access, arrangements will be 
implemented that conform to those outlined in Clause 2.66 (b) above. 

Management and maintenance (clause 2.66 (d)) 

Under the licence agreement with King's Cross Central, Network 
Rail will need to agree the long-term management and maintenance 
responsibilities of the public areas around the station perimeter. 
The council is not responsible for the associated management and 
maintenance costs. 

Delivery of the public realm (clauses 2.66 (e-f): 

The current project milestones are given below under clause 2.67 (d) 
identified as five Public Realm Phase I stages. 

Review and monitoring (clause 2.66 (g)) 

Network Rail will internally review and amend the strafe& as necessary 
on a six monthly basis. This will precede review of the strategy with the 
Council during normal project progress meetings for the duration of the 
programme. 
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- 17, Consultations 
Following consultations broad approval for the proposals has been gained following the 
following Stakeholders: 

LBC Highways 
LBC Planning 
English Heritage 
Train Operating Companies (TOC's) 
British Transport Police (BTP) 
Legible London 
Crossrail & CTRL Co-ordinator for NGG 
Network Rail 

Argent 
London Underground Ltd 
Centre For Protection of National Infrastructure (CPNI0 
London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority ( LFEPA) 
Transport for London (TFL) 
Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE) 
London 
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