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Under  SecVon  5  of  the  planning  condiVons  is  indicated  “that  the  Council  seeks  the  achievement  of  level  3  of  

the  Code  For  Sustainable  Homes.    It  is  acknowledged  that  the  listed  status  of  the  buildings  may  make  this  

difficult  to  achieve,  however  this  will  need  to  be  jusVfied”

The  Code  For  Sustainable  Homes  covers  nine  categories  of  sustainable  design.

1. Energy  and  C02  emissions

2. Water

3. Materials

4. Surface  water  run  off

5. Waste

6. PolluVon

7. Health  and  Wellbeing

8. Management  

9. Ecology

Individual  dwellings  are  assessed  under  the  scheme.

The  summary  table  below  indicates  the  environmental  categories  and  issues  that  have  to  be  addressed  to  

achieve  a  level  3  cerVficate  for  the  dwelling.  Some  issues  are  mandatory  and  have  been  highlighted.  To  achieve  

a  code  level  3  a  total  of  57  points  must  be  equalled  or  exceeded.
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ENERGY

Category Criteria  to  achieve  level  3 Evidence  /proposals Possible  
a8ainable  credits  

ENE1 %  improvement  0f  DER  over  
TER  >=  25%    (Mandatory)

See  SAP  calculaLons  and  summary  sheets  and  
checksheets

5

ENE2 Building  fabric  (heat  loss  
parameter)

0

ENE3 Where  >=  75%  of  fixed  internal  
fiSngs  are  dedicated  and  
energy  efficicent

Modelled  in  SAP  as  100% 2

ENE4 Internal  space  for  drying  
clothes  4m+  of  drying  line

Fixtures  to  be  provided  in  bathrooms  to  hold  4m  +  of  
drying  line

1

ENE5 Energy  Labelled  white  goods InformaLon  provided  to  occupants  on  EU  efficiency  
labelling  scheme.

1

ENE6 External  lighLng Where  appropriate  dual    lamp  luminaires    with  space  
and  security  lights  low  energy  PIR  controlled.

2

ENE7 Low  and  zero  carbon  
technologies

It  is  proposed,  subject  to  approval,  that  8m2  of  
photovoltaic  panels  are  sited  on  the  roof  horizontally  of  
flat  6.  This  technology  is  needed  to  achieve  the  criteria  
in  ENE1  for  flat  6.  

2

ENE  8 Cycle  storage Possible  on  basement  flats  but  unlikely  to  be  able  to  
achieve  this  on  other  flats

0

ENE9 Home  Office Where  sufficient  space  and  services  are  provided  which  
allow  the  occupants  to  set  up  an  office  in  a  suitable  
room

1

TOTAL  POSSIBLE  CREDITS  FOR  ENERGY 14
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WATER

Category Criteria  to  achieve  level  3 Evidence  /Proposals Possible  
aeainable  
credits    

WAT1   Indoor  water  use  Mandatory Water  consumpVon  to  be  <=  105  l/per  day    A  
completed  water  efficiency  calculator  for  new  
dwellings.  Details  on  type  of  appliances  for  each  
dwelling

3

WAT2 External  water  use CollecVon  of  rainwater  for  irrigaVon. 1?

Possible  points  total 4

MATERIALS

Category Criteria  to  achieve  level  3 Evidence/  proposals Possible  
a8ainable  
credits    

MAT  1 Environmental  Impact  of  
Materials
3  of  the  following  elements  
roof,  external  wall,  internal  
walls,  floor,  windows  to  meet  
Green  Guide  raLng  A  to  D.
Code  Mat  1  calculator  tool  to  
assess  number  of  credits.
Mandatory

Drawings  showing    locaLon  and  area  of  elements  and  
materials  used    plus  a  formal  le8er  from  the  developer  
giving  the  specific  undertaking.

12

MAT2 Responsible  Sourcing  of  
Materials  
Where  80%  of  the  following  
building  elements  are  
responsibly  sourced.  Frame,  
ground  floor,  upper  floors,  roof,  
external  walls,  internal  walls,  
foundaLon  substructure,  
staircase.

Drawings  showing  locaLon  of  elements  and  material  
specified  plus  a  formal  le8er  from  the  developer  
giving  the  specific  undertaking

4
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MAT3 Responsible  sourcing  of  
Materials  Finishing  Elements.
Where  80%  of  the  assessed  
materials  in  the  following  
elements  are  responsibly  
sourced.  Stair,  window,  external  
and  internal  door,  skirLng,  
panelling,  furniture,  fascias,  

1

Possible  points  total 17

Surface  Water  Run  Off

Category Criteria  to  achieve  level  3 Evidence/  proposals Possible  
a8ainable  
credits

SUR  1 Ensure  that  the  peak  rate  of  run  
off  is  no  greater  post  
development  than  pre  
development.  
Mandatory
Establish  agreements  for  the  
ownership  long  term  operaLon  
and  maintenance  of  all  
sustainable  drainage  elements  
used

0

SUR  2 Finished  floor  level  above  
600mm

1

TOTAL 1

Waste

Category Criteria  to  Achieve  level  3 Evidence/  Proposals Possible  
a8ainable  
credits

WAS  1 Storage  of  non-‐recyclable  waste  
and  recyclable  household  waste

Mandatory  elements

A  combinaLon  of  internal  storage  capacity  provided  in  
an  adequate  internal  space  .  Bins  of  30  litre  capacity.  
An  adequate  external  space  with  bin  size  to  meet  

frequency  of  collecLon.

4

WAS  2 ConstrucLon  site  waste  
Management

Mandatory  Elements

A  wri8en  confirmaLon  from  the  developer  that  the  
development  is  below  300K

0

WAS  3 ComposLng 0

TOTAL 4

PolluVon
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Category Criteria  to  Achieve  level  3 Evidence/  Proposals Possible  
a8ainable  
credits

POL  1 Global  Warming  PotenLal  of  
Insulants

Completed  checklist  POL  1 1

POL  2 NOx  emissions Dry  NOx  <=70mg/kwh 2

TOTAL 3

Health  &  Wellbeing

Category Criteria  to  Achieve  level  3 Evidence/  Proposals Possible  
a8ainable  
credits

HEA  1 Kitchens  must  achieve  a  min  
average  daylight  factor  of  2%

1

Living  rooms  dining  rooms  and  
studies  average  daylight  factor  

of  1.5%

1

80  %  of  working  plane  in  each  
kitchen  dining  room  study  to  
receive  direct  sunlight  from  sky

CalculaLons  signed  off  by  developer  to  demonstrate  
average  daylight  factor,  posiLon  of  no  sky  line  and  

percentage  of  area  of  working  plane.

1

HEA  2 Sound  insulaLon Airborne  sound  insulaLon  values  5dB  higher,  impact  
sound  insulaLon  values  5dB  lower  than  performance  
set  out  in  building  standards  Approved  document  E

3

HEA  3 Where  outdoor  space(private  
or  semi  private)  is  provided

A  minimum  size  that  lets  all  occupants  sit  outside,  
easy  access  including  wheelchair  users,  accessible  only  

to  occupants  of  designated  dwellings

1

HEA  4 LifeLme  Homes 0

TOTAL 7

Management

Category Criteria  to  Achieve  level  3 Evidence/  Proposals Possible  
a8ainable  
credits

MAN1 Home  User  Guide A  Home  User  Guide  covering  operaLonal  issues  and  
issues  relaLng  to  the  site  and  surroundings  including  

informaLon  covered  in  checklist  Man1  part  2

3

MAN  2 Considerate  Constructor  
scheme

0
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MAN3 ConstrucLon  Site  Impacts Where  there  are  procedures  that  cover  1.  AdopLng  
best  pracLces  in  respect  of  ground  and  surface  

polluLon  occurring  on  the  site,  air  (dust  polluLon)

1

MAN  4 Security Where  an  architectural  liaison  officer    or  crime  
prevenLon  design  advisor  from  the  local  police  force  is  
consulted  at  design  stage  and  their  recommendaLons  

incorporated  into  the  design

2

TOTAL 6

Ecology

Category Criteria  to  Achieve  level  3 Evidence/  Proposals Possible  
a8ainable  credits

ECO  1 Where  the  development  site  is  
confirmed  as  land  of  inherently  

low  ecological  value

Site  visit  report  from  design  team  confirming  details  
adequate  to  meet  Checklist  ECO  1  based  on  plans  of  

the  site  and  surrounding  area  prior  to  the  
commencement  of  construcLon.

1

ECO  2 Ecological  Enhancement 0

ECO  3 ProtecLon  Of  Ecological  
Features

Credit  can  be  awarded  by  default  where  the  site  has  
been  classified  as  having  low  ecological  value  as  per  

secLon  1  of  Checklist  ECO  1

1

ECO  4 Change  in  ecological  value  of  
site

CalculaLons  showing  proposed  change  in  ecological  
value  of  site  detailed  documentary  evidence  
showing  site  layout  and  landscape  and  plot  

categories

2

ECO  5 Building  Footprint For  blocks  of  flats  where  the  net  internal  floor  area  
is  greater  than  or  equal  to  2.5:1

1

TOTAL 5

GRAND  TOTAL 61

Conclusions

It  is  theoreLcally  possible  to  meet  the  targets  for  level  3  of  the  Code  For  Sustainable  Homes  albeit  challenging.  However  

these  will  need  to  be  discussed  and  agreed  with  the  developer  and  the  design  team  prior  to  starLng.

3rd  March  2010

Michael  Donovan

6


