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HS.811 EXTENSIONS AND INTERNAL ALTERATIONS 
CHATHAM HOUSE 90 HEATH STREET LONDON NW3 

DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT 

Orizin of application 

The application property was recently granted consent (2009/3677/L and 2009/3705/P) and it was made clear in that application that further work to the property would be the subject of a future application. 

The extent of work was subsequently established and an application duly submitted in January 
2010. Following evaluation of the proposals, the Planning and Historic Building Officers felt they 
were unable to support the application and it was duly withdrawn on 6h May (Your refs 
2010/0452/P and 2010/0457). 

Revised proposals have been prepared taking into account the objections raised to the previous, 
withdrawn application and form the basis of this application. 

Works comprised in the Application 

The proposals as illustrated now comprise a single storey glass conservatory to the rear of the 
property at lower ground (garden) level only, extending no further than the existing rear wall of the 
property, insertion of two conservation rooflights to the rear elevation and internal alterations. 

At lower ground floor level the new proprietary frameless structural glass conservatory is to infill 
between the existing rear extension to the property to provide a Dining/Family Room extension to 
the new kitchen with the floor level at the existing lower ground floor level. This extension leads to 
a raised external paved terrace area with steps leading down to the existing lower external area so 
as to maintain access to the garden from the lower existing adjacent Study. 

The roof of the new conservatory will overlap two existing windows at ground floor level to the 
side of the rear extension to the house; these are shown to be bricked up, with the arch (and lintol) 
over retained, and the infill brickwork set back 20mm so as to maintain the historicity of the 
property. 

Various internal alterations are proposed as shown but the only ones involving any structural work 
comprise removing walls at lower ground floor level to provide an enlarged kitchen; it will be seen 
that the openings will retain piers at each end, and the beams over will be expressed as downstands 
to reflect the original wall and thus, once again, maintaining in evidence the original historic 
structural layout. 
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The vacant roof space is to be made accessible via a narrow internal stair at second floor level and 
two conservation pattern rooflights are to be inserted into the rear roof slope to align with the 
second floor windows below. 

As noted above, the existing double-hung sash window to the ground floor Study is to be relocated 
into a new segmental-arched opening on the rear elevation as shown; any bricks required for 
making good and for the new arch will be Imperial, second hand stocks to match the existing, to 
approved samples if required . 

All internal features will be maintained and new joinery will match the existing in all respects. 

Desion 

The design has been based on the retention of the original design character and spaces throughout 
the house with the few alterations retaining clear evidence of the original room layout, proportion 
and pattern; all existing features, including joinery, plaster mouldings, fireplaces, etc and the 
maintenance of the existing vernacular, detail, materials and workmanship throughout, both 
internally and externally -- with the exception of the conservatory extension the glazing of which is 
simple and visually unobtrusive. 

Access 

The access to this Listed property is via a wide path with easy steps negotiable without difficulty 
by an ambulant disabled resident or visitor. 

There is level access to the main entrance to the house, which has a generous stepped landing to the 
front entrance door step. This forms an intrinsic part of the Listed building itself and there are no 
plans to provide ramped access. Should this be required by a resident, the generous dimensions of 
the external steps will facilitate add-on local ramps or the use of step-climbing wheelchairs. 

Changes to internal accessibility are constrained by the Listed status of the building but a range of 
aids for the disabled can be added i f  required for a specific need within the permitted parameters. 
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