                                   Design and Access Statement
16 Aberdare Gardens NW6 3PY
This Design and Access Statement is intended to aid the understanding of the design intent expressed in the drawings and support material, submitted as part of the planning application for internal alterations to flats 1 & 2 at number 16 Aberdare Gardens, London, NW6 3PY.
1.0 Introduction.
It is proposed to connect the ground floor flat (flat 1) to the first floor flat (flat 2) into one, self contained maisonette.
2.0 Relationship and Context.

The property is located within a quite residential road of semi detached houses, some converted into flats and others as single dwellings. Number 16 is located roughly half way into Aberdare Gardens and is currently divided into three, self contained flats, the two upper flats being accessed by a common staircase.  
3.0 Design Approach
The applicants own both the ground floor flat (flat 1) and the first floor flat (flat 2) Flat 2 being currently vacant. The applicants have two children and their current flat (flat 1) is proving to be too small for their needs.
It is proposed, therefore, to connect the ground and first floor flat into one maisonette, connected by a new internal staircase, internal to the two flats thus not affecting the existing common stair which serves flat 3. There are no external alterations proposed so the property will be unchanged externally.

UDP policy H3 (protecting existing housing) will not grant permission for development which involves the net loss of two or more units. As this proposal only involves one unit, it does not conflict with this policy.

