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1 Introduction 

1.1 This report has been prepared on the instructions of Livingston Eyre Associates, who are 
acting for the London Borough of Camden in connection with proposed new building on the 
site. 

1.2 I have been asked to inspect trees growing on or near the site and to provide a preliminary 
report on them, as set out in British Standard 5837: 2005, Trees in Relation to Construction. 

1.3 The site was visited and the trees inspected on 2 February 2010.  The inspections were visual 
and made from ground level, with no climbing or test boring as these were not warranted.   

1.4 The trees were measured, their maturity, health and structural condition assessed and each 
one was assigned to one of the four retention categories [A,B,C,R] specified by BS5837.  The 
individual descriptions and other relevant information are contained in the attached schedule 
and they have been numbered on the attached site plan, based on an original supplied by 
Livingston Eyre Associates. 

2 Background 

Site and surroundings 

2.1 The site is on the north western edge of Fortune Green and is about 110m long by about 30m 
wide, aligned approximately south west - north east.  The main vehicle entrance is about half 
way along the south east side and there is a pedestrian gate several metres to the south west 
of this.  The site is currently a play centre, with several single storey wooden buildings in the 
central part and a play area with equipment for younger children at the south western end.  
Most of the north eastern part of the site is an all weather sport pitch with another play area 
beyond it at the far end. 

Trees 

2.2 The most significant trees are a group of mature evergreens, mainly yews, in the southern 
corner and running along the south eastern side almost to the entrance.  Their sizes indicate 
that they are at least 100 years old, clearly pre dating the current use of the site and have no 
signs of any recent active management, but are generally sound and healthy.  They form a 
significant feature of the site and the surrounding area and also provide screening between the 
southern part of the site and the adjacent park. 

2.3 There are also some younger trees, most of them 20 - 30 years old to judge from the their 
size and appearance.  These are mainly birches, rowans and some ornamental species, 
including several ceanothuses.  Most of these are between the belt of older evergreens and 
the building and there is a row along part of the north western boundary. 

2.4 Camden Council’s web site indicates that the site is not in a designated Conservation Area.  It 
does not give any information about individual tree preservation orders [TPOs].  It is unusual 
for council owned trees to be protected by TPOs, although it does occur on occasions, 
especially where sites have changed hands. 

2.5 The trees are all described individually in the attached schedule and shown on the site plan. 

http://www.simonpryce.co.uk/
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Proposal 

2.6 This is shown on a drawing supplied by Livingston Eyre and involves removing the existing 
buildings and replacing them with a single circular one slightly farther to the north east.  This 
occupies most of the width of the plot and extends onto part of the existing sports pitch.  The 
play area at the north eastern end of the site is retained and the sports pitch relocated to the 
south western end. 

2.7 The drawing shows five trees removed to accommodate the pitch, nos. 9, 10, 11, 12 and 27 of 
this report.  These are all birches, except no.12, which is a lime.  The new building is very 
close to tree no.28, a goat willow, and near trees 29 - 30, a mixture of rowan, spindle and 
ceanothus. 

3 Implications for this case 

General comments 

3.1 The two main functions of tree roots are 1) physical support and 2) the supply of water and 
nutrients from the soil.  Roots will grow wherever conditions are favourable i.e. there is a 
suitable supply of air and water, so most tend to be in about the upper 600mm of the soil and 
even shallow excavation can be damaging.  Construction work near trees can be harmful  in 
other, less direct ways, for instance soil compaction caused by heavy machinery and by spillage 
of toxic substances such as diesel oil and cement.   

3.2 British Standard 5837: 2005, Tree in Relation to Construction – Recommendations, specifies 
measures to avoid or minimise damage to trees that are retained on or near construction 
sites.  One of the more important recommendations is that root protection areas [RPAs] are 
established round retained trees and that no ground work takes place within them.  These are 
normally enclosed by suitable fencing such as weld mesh sections supported by scaffold poles 
driven into the ground.  The size of the RPA is based on the size of the tree concerned.  The 
starting point is that for a single trunked tree it is a circle with a radius 12 times the trunk 
diameter at 1.5m, while with multiple trunked trees the area is equivalent to a circle 10 times 
the radius just above the root collar.  In either case the shape and layout of the RPA can be 
modified, if this is deemed appropriate by a suitably qualified arboriculturalist.  

Implications for this case 

3.3 The most important trees on the site are the group of evergreens in the southern corner.  As 
well as being the better individual specimens the group as a whole is a prominent feature of 
the locality and makes a significant contribution to local amenity.  The existing buildings are 
well outside the RPAs of these trees and can be demolished and removed without any major 
risk of harming them, particularly if the existing vehicle entrance is used.  The new building is 
farther from them and they are not unduly vulnerable to direct or indirect damage during 
construction, although it would be advisable to install suitable fencing to protect them. 

3.4 The south eastern and south western edges of the new sports pitch do extend into the RPAs 
of several of these trees.  A detailed specification has not been provided, but direct and 
indirect damage can be reduced by minimising excavation and using a permeable surface.  This 
might elevate the surface slightly, but that does not appear to present major problems in this 
case. 
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3.5 The proposal drawing shows five trees removed to accommodate the pitch, but these are all 
younger specimens.  All are C category trees, with 9, 10 and 11, all birches, being low in the 
category and making a minor contribution, individually and collectively.  Numbers 12 and 27, a 
lime and a birch respectively, are better individuals and have some potential, but neither of 
them is a notable specimen, even from within the site.  From outside the site they are largely 
hidden by the older evergreens, so their removal would have little visual impact on the wider 
area.  It could be more than adequately compensated for by suitable new planting. 

3.6 The new building is too close to trees 28 - 30 for them to be retained, especially tree 28, a 
large goat willow.  It is a reasonable specimen, but not outstanding, while no.29 is a group of 
poor specimens recommended for removal in any event and no.30 is a multiple trunked 
rowan of little amenity value.  The removal of these would also have little visual impact in the 
wider area and could be compensated for by suitable new planting. 

3.7 Once the layout is finalised a more detailed tree protection plan and method statement can be 
prepared.  This can be based largely on this report and include more detailed specifications for 
fencing and other measures and the sequence of demolition and construction operations. 

Tree work 

3.8 Most of the retained trees do not need any immediate attention but, in view of their sizes and 
the use of the site, it would be advisable for them to be inspected regularly to assess their 
health and structural condition and the need for any work.  This should be done annually and 
after any major storms.   

3.9 Any treework should be carried out in accordance with BS 3998: 1989, Recommendations for 
Treework, and any other relevant standards.  It is essential that the contractor doing the 
work has appropriate third party and public liability insurance.    

3.10 Where any trees or other woody plants are removed it would be advisable to remove the 
stumps and main roots if possible.  Apart from being unsightly and often inconvenient stumps 
are frequently colonised by honey fungus [Armillaria sp.], which can then spread and infect 
other trees nearby.  Susceptible species are often killed and in other cases it can decay the 
roots while the tree is alive, making it unstable.  

Restrictions 

3.11 Council owned trees are not often protected but it would be advisable to confirm this before 
any work is undertaken.  The council can grant themselves consent for pruning or felling 
protected trees.  There are also some relevant exemptions from the normal procedures 
including any work immediately required to implement a proposal that has full planning 
permission.  This is deemed to be covered by the planning permission for the development.  
The removal of dead, dying and dangerous protected trees is also exempt. 

Simon Pryce 
Simon Pryce B.Sc, F.Arbor.A, C.Biol, M.I.Biol, MICFor 
Arboricultural Association Registered Consultant 
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