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Figure 8: 1894 Ordnance Survey plan, 1:1000 @ A4

Although somewhat blurred, it is evident that the buildings on the site of Bentley House are in
the same form as those noted on the 1921 plan.
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Figure 9: 1870 Ordnance Survey plan, 1:1000 @ A4

The area currently occupied by Bentley House is clearly occupied by a row of five terraced
houses fronting on to Euston Road. Behind all but the westernmost, a further terrace of buildings

is present fronting on to Southampton Mews, the earlier name of Euston Buildings. The map is
particularly detailed and shows the layout of the gardens of the properties.
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Figure 10: Horwood's 1799 plan, reproduced by Harry Margary press, c. 1:1000@A4

In 1799, the site of Bentley House was again populated by five terraced houses along Euston
Road, which was at this point named Southampton Place. The buildings along Southampton Mews
had not been fully constructed although there are two noted on the map at the western end of
the Bentley House area.
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Figure 11: Rocque s 1741 map as reproduced by Harry Margary press, c. 1:1000@A4

Rocque's map depicts the Euston Road area before the road was built. A trackway is located
south of the site of Bentley House, thought to be a forerunner to Euston Road.

The following illustration depicts Rocque's map at the scale of 1:2500, showing the relationship
between the site, Tottenham Court and Tottenham Court Road. It is clear that no buildings were
present on the site of Bentley House at this point.
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4.2 A Note Regarding Scaled Historic Maps

The above maps are scaled using their original scales where possible, then are fitted to the
modern Ordnance Survey map using building lines, road layouts and landmarks apparent on both
the modern and historic maps. Where this is not possible, for instance, the 1741 Rocque map,
the most recent accurately aligned map bearing features present on the older map is used.

This method has been proven to be accurate however, even with comparatively recent Ordnance
Survey maps, slight discrepancies occur, meaning an exact fit of buildings is sometimes
impossible.

In particular, these discrepancies are usually due to different map projections being used as well
as the method of reproduction of the map. Scanners, photocopiers and cameras all introduce an
element of error, which cannot be easily rectified.

4.3 The Bomb Damage Map

Urban sites in key areas of Britain were highly susceptible to damage from enemy bombs during
the Second World War. Local authorities produced maps detailing the location of bomb-damaged
areas, the more severe of which ultimately have an impact on below-ground archaeology.

The Bomb Damage Map of London was consulted for this exercise and an excerpt appears below:

Figure 13: Excerpt from London Bomb Damage Map (not to scale)

As can be seen from Figure 13 above, Bentley House is coloured in yellow. On the London map,
this indicates the building suffered minor blast damage only, which would not have affected the
below ground archaeology. The darker colours to the west of Bentley House indicate more
serious damage, rated by reparability. Buildings marked in black were completely destroyed.
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5. Potential for Survival of Archaeological Remains

The survival of archaeological remains on any site is determined by any more recent activity that
may have intruded on it, usually by excavation during the construction of buildings, roads,
sewers and railways and by quarrying.

The previously mentioned tunnel runs beneath Euston Road, into the basement of number 215
opposite. Euston Square underground railway station is located beneath Euston Road
immediately outside Bentley House. The tunnel to 215 is raised partially in its central section to
accommodate the station beneath.

Figure 14: Tunnel beneath Euston Road showing change in level to accommodate Euston
Square Station

The presence of the Circle, Hammersmith & City and Metropolitan underground railway lines in
close proximity to Bentley House is a key issue. The Metropolitan line was the earliest
underground railway in the world, with work beginning on the line in 1860. The line was
constructed using the ‘cut and cover’ method, meaning any ground, and therefore any
archaeological remains, above and adjacent to the tunnels has undoubtedly been disturbed.
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Figure 15: Construction of the Metropolitan Railway

The above image depicts the 1860s cut-and-cover construction of the Metropolitan Railway at
the approximate location of the junction of Euston, Pentonville and Gray’s Inn Roads. Kings
Cross Station is considered to be the building with the clock tower, right of centre. (Image
source: Illustrated London News, via http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Lline)

A London Underground service tunnel is present running immediately beneath Bentley House
carrying cables from Euston Square underground station north to Coburg Street control room.
Construction of the tunnel was made via boring rather than cut-and-cover at some point after
1962. The location of the tunnel is depicted on the following illustrations, Figure 16, Figure 17
and Figure 18. Note that the location of the tunnel between 200 and 215 Euston Road is marked
in pink on the latter plan.

Being a bored tunnel, there is significantly less impact to any below ground archaeological
remains than if it had been of cut-and-cover construction, however it is noted that the
construction of this tunnel is likely to have truncated any remains that may exist in its location.
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Figure 16: Detailed plan of cable duct beneath Bentley House, prior to construction (London
Underground Ltd, not to scale)

24
Historic Environment Consulltany 38 Elvendon Rd Goring on Thames Oxon RG8 0DU, T:01491 875584 F:01491 875239 E:drpeterwardle@yahoo.co.uk
www.historicenvironment.co.uk




University College Hospital

: %‘/XT
TR

§

Figure 17: Excerpt from plan of underground railway and service tunnels (London Underground Ltd, not to scale)
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Figure 18: Sketch section of relationship between cable tunnel, underground station and
basement of Bentley House (not to scale)
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The low density of archaeological remains found in the area of Bentley House suggests that there
is a low possibility of below-ground archaeological remains once being present on the site.

It is highly likely that the terraced houses present on the site prior to the construction of Bentley
House had basements. The construction of a basement necessitates the removal of soil and
therefore the destruction of archaeological remains. The depth of any such earlier basements is
unknown.

The basement of Bentley House covers the whole footprint of the building, extending 2.52m
below the current Euston Road and 1.6m below the current Stephenson Way pavement levels.
The floor slab can be considered to be at least 300mm in thickness. In addition there will be pad
foundations to considerable depth. The basement floor level is flat, however the site slopes
away to the north. Various services are present below the basement floor level, again intruding
into areas of potential archaeological preservation.

5.1 Proposed Groundworks

It is noted that a significant exclusion zone is present around the service tunnel that proposed
groundworks are planned to avoid.

Ground works intend to consist of new pile foundations with floor slab at the same level as the
current slab. The new slab will be constructed to modern standards and hence will possibly be
thicker than the existing slab. Despite this, it is concluded that there is no realistic possibility of
archaeological remains surviving.
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