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From: Longma Ciara (Ciara.Longman®camdengov.ukJ 
Sent: 10 October 2007 16:04 
To: Sunee! Law 

Hi Suneel Thank you for your enquiry and I provide the following information: 
1. Is the Council aware of any contamination issues or specific incidents in connection with the site? 
The Council Is not aware of any contamination issues associated with this site. The site has been residential since 
the late 1800s. 

2. Has the site been Identified under the Council's Contaminated Land Strategy for further investigation under the 
provisions of Part hA of the EPA 1990? If so, please provide further details, Including your predicted timescales 
for further action. If not, what is the likelihood of the site being identified in the future? 

No historical contaminative uses have been Identified at the site or adjoining sites therefore the property has not 
been identified for inspection under Part hA of the EPA 1990. 

3. Are there any closed, licensed or unlicensed landfill sites within a 250m radius of the site? If yes, what is their 
location (NGR) and what types of waste were deposited in them? Are there any known gassing Issues? if any gas 
spiking/monitoring has been carried out, could you please supply the results? 

There are no licenced or unlicensed landfill sites within 250 m of the site. 
- 4. Are there any private water supplies on your Local Authority Private Water Supply Register, within a 21cm radius 

of the site? If yes, what Is the location (i.e. NGR) and the source of the abstraction and its purpose? 

Currently there are no private drinking water abstractions In the London Borough of Camden. 
Please contact me If you have any further questions. 
Kind regards 

Clara Longman 
Environmental Health Team 
Tel: 020 7974 2638 
Fax:020 7974 6955 

Culture & Environment Directorate 
London Borough of Camden 
Town Hall Offices 
Argyle Street 

- London 
WCIH 8EQ 
www.camden.00v.uk/contamlnatecfland 

-S 

This e-mail may contain information which is confidential, legally privileged and/or copyright protected. This e-mall 
is intended for the addressee only. I f  you receive this In error, please contact the sender and delete the 

material from your computer. 
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-a 
BACKGROUND TO ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY 

Contaminated Land 

Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, defines Contaminated Land as follows: 
"Any land which appears to the Local Authority in whose area it Is situated to be in such a 
condition, by reason of substances In, on or under the land, that - 
(a) SIGNIFICANT HARM is being caused or there Is a SIGNIFICANT POSSIBILITY of such 

harm being caused; or 
(b) POLLUTION OF CONTROLLED WATERS Is being, or is likely to be, caused. 

The second part of the above definition Is currently subject to possible amendment under the Water 
Bill. The Consultation Draft of the Water Bill Indicates that the definition of Contaminated Land In 
relation to pollution of controlled waters may be amended to reflect the s i l f lcance of the impact. 
Assuming that this amendment is accepted, land will be defined as 'Contaminated Land' only where: 
(a) SIGNIFICANT POLLUTION of controlled waters Is being caused; or 
(b) There is a SIGNIFICANT POSSIBILITY of SIGNIFICANT POLLUTION of controlled waters being 

caused. 

Risk Assessment 

The definition of Contaminated Land under Part HA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, Is 
based upon the principles of risk assessment For the purposes of this guidance, "risk" Is defined as 
the combination of: 
(a) The probability, or frequency, of occurrence of a defined hazard (for example, exposure to a 

property of a substance with the potential to cause harm); and 
(b) The magnitude (including the seriousness) of the consequences. 

-a 
Pollutant Linkage 

The basis of an environmental risk assessment Involves: 
(I) Identifying a source of contamination; 
(II) identifying a pathway/media through which the contamination may migrate; and 
(ill) Identifying a receptor or target at risk from the contamination. 
Current legislation gives the following the definitions: 

A contaminant is a substance which Is In, on or under the land and which has the potential to 
cause harm or to cause pollution of controlled waters. 

- A z,ethwav is one or more routes or means by, or through, which a receptor: 
(a) is being exposed to, or affected by, a contaminant, or 
(b) could be so affected. 

A recaotor is either: 
(a) a living organism, an ecological system or a piece of property; or 
(b) controlled waters. 

- The term 'pollutant linkage' indicates that all three elements (i.e. contaminant / pathway I receptor) 
have been Identified. The site can only be designated within the context of the Part hA legislation as 
Contaminated Land If there is a pollutant linkage and the contamination meets the criteria, outlined In 

- Section 5.1. Land that falls to meet all the criteria required to classify it as Contaminated Land, as 
described above, may still contain harmful and/or hazardous substances. The presence of these 
substances may affect current operations on the site and may be a material consideration in any 
future development of the site 

-a SM 

-a 
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Risk Classification Tables (Adapted from 
CIRIA 552 (2001) 

Table I Classification or Consequence 

Classification bitinitlon Examples 
Swore Shott temi (acute) risk to human health likaly N o  concenPations of cyanide on 

ID mwk In 'aignllcent hamf as defied by the surce of an h*rmal recredai area. 
arorinental pn1econ Act 1990, Pat IL& Short 
tern riskof po1uon of senslWe waler source. Major spiege of =Mmkwm from site 
wadMhic Widiapipmpedy. A that Into coidmied WK. 
term risk to a particula' ecosystem, or organism 
foimiag pall of such ecosystem (enter the definition Explosion, causing biding collapse (can 
of ecclogioal systems thIa the Ckuiar on also equals b e  short term human heth 

- 
Contwnkted Land, P E R  2006). risk If tulktlis we occupied. 

Medkn Chmnk damage to Human Hesith ('sigmkant Ccncanb*ns ofa contamant (mm 
possibihty of sI9lIlcan( ham') as defined In the site exceed the generic, orate speclllc 
M R ,  2000). Po1uon of sensitive waler resotates. assessment aileite. 
AsignificaM change In a percu1w ecosystem, or 
organism fonnktg part of such ecosystem. Leaching of contaminants from a site to a 
(Ma the definitions of ecological systems &4thin major or minor aqiifer. 
Clrcdar on Contanthated Land, OUR, 2006). 

Death of a species within a 

Mid Pollution of non-senatiw water resources. Polbbon of non-dassifled gmtndwsier. 
Significant damage to btdngs/sVuctures and crojs 
signiflcai1 ham' as dined in the Grouter on Damage to building rendering It unsafe to 

O n n a t e d  Land, DETR, 2006). Damage to occupy (ag. foundation daiwge 
sensitive buildingsMniclums or 1he envin,ement. resdtiog In instal4Ity). 

Minor Ilerm, althoui not necessarily significant hami The presence of contaminants at such 
wiuith may resul in a finencid toss, or expenchire '0 concentrations that protective apment 
resolve. Non-permanent health effects to human Is required daring site works. 
health (easily prevented by means such as Personal 
Protective aothlng, sic). Easly apaIabie effects of The loss of plants In a landscaping 
damage to buldingslstructires. schema 

Discobration of concrete. 

Table 2 Classification of probability 



Table 3 Comparison of consequence against probability 

Rhk 

Modeii R8k iWW—TIB 
LOWRISk 

Modem/ Low Low Risk 
Risk 

Low Risk 
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BACKGROUND TO ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY 

Contaminated Land 

Part hA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, defines Contaminated Land as follows: 
- .  "Any land which appears to the Local Authority in whose area it is situated to be in such a 

condition, by reason of substances in, on or under the land, that - 
(a) SIGNIFICANT HARM is being caused or there is a SIGNIFICANT POSSIBILITY of such 

harm being caused; or 
- (b) POLLUTION OF CONTROLLED WATERS is being, or is likely to be, caused." 

The second part of the above definition is currently subject to possible amendment under the Water 
Bill. The Consultation Draft of the Water Bill indicates that the definition of Contaminated Land in 
relation to pollution of controlled waters may be amended to reflect the siQnificance of the impact. 

• Assuming that this amendment is accepted, land will be defined as Contaminated Land' only where: 
(a) SIGNIFICANT POLLUTION of controlled waters is being caused; or 
(b) There is a SIGNIFICANT POSSIBILITY of SIGNIFICANT POLLUTION of controlled waters being 

caused. 

Risk Assessment 

The definition of Contaminated Land under Part hA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, is 
based upon the principles of risk assessment. For the purposes of this guidance, "risk" is defined as 
the combination of: - 
(a) The probability, or frequency, of occurrence of a defined hazard (for example, exposure to a 

property of a substance with the potential to cause harm); and 
(b) The magnitude (including the seriousness) of the consequences. 

Pollutant Linkage 

The basis of an environmental risk assessment involves: 
(I) Identifying a source of contamination; 
(ii) Identifying a pathway/media through which the contamination may migrate; and 
(iii) Identifying a receptor or target at risk from the contamination. 
Current legislation gives the following the definitions: 

A contaminant is a substance which is in, on or under the land and which has the potential to 
cause harm or to cause pollution of controlled waters. 
A pathway is one or more routes or means by, or through, which a receptor: 

(a) is being exposed to, or affected by, a contaminant, or 
(b) could be so affected. 

- A receptor is either: 
(a) a. living organism, an ecological system or a piece of property; or 
(b) controlled waters. 

The term 'pollutant linkage' indicates that all three elements (i.e. contaminant / pathway I receptor) 
have been identified. The site can only be designated within the context of the Part hA legislation as 
Contaminated Land if there is a pollutant linkage and the contamination meets the criteria, outlined in 
Section 5.1. Land that fails to meet all the criteria required to classify it as Contaminated Land, as 
described above, may still contain harmful and/or hazardous substances. The presence of these 
substances may affect current operations on the site and may be a material consideration in any 
future development of the site 


