 First Steps Ltd. _

6" January 2011

o g Application No.2010/6491/p at 97a South Hill Park

21 The Design and Access Statement from the architects Martin

Evans, dated 22 November 2010 - |
| 2.2 Plans and drawings that illustrate the above SH9a-PL-GA-02; -03; -

04 -07; 08, and 09 -

recorded in a letter to Camden dated 16" Dec

 are annotated-to lustrate aspects of the demands the proposal will make on

the structural integrity of No.97.

2.4 A Report commissioned by the proposers entitled “Hydrological
assessment-97a South Hill Park” ang written by the environmental consultants
“ESI" of Shrewsbury. '

In addition to these, reference has been made to the following ‘sources;

2.5 Camden Development Policies (2010) DP23 (Water) and DP 27
(Basements & light wells). . '

.26 Cémden geological, hydrogeological and hydrological sfudy; |
guidance for sub-terrane’an development. (2010). A report commissioned
from ARUP by the London Borough of Camden

2.7 Ellison, R:A., Woods, M.A., Allen, D.J, Forster, A., Pharoah, T.C.
and King, C. (2004) Geology of London, British Geological Survey, o

The site and 'sufroundings have also-béen visited in the company of Prof,
Doganis (4" Jan 2011), |

Unit 17, Hurlingham Studios, Ranelagh Gardens, London.S W6 3PA. UK
B Tel: 020 7736 6389 www.firststeps.eu.com
Registered in Cardiff, Reg No. 03892675
VAT Number 893667267
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flocding associated with basement

cellars and inundation of gardens. It flows in the mantle of tran-qurted
material derived from the down-slope wasting of the Bagshot and Claygate
bed outcrops just uphill of South Hill Park. This mantle might be no more than
a metre thick but can vary from place to place, being thickest in the former
courses of its down-siope movement when it migrated as a viscous flow (akin
to a mud-flow) during the. latter stages of the Ice Age. The top of the London
Clay over which this mantle was transported was itself much disturbed and it
is unfortunate that the report describes the clay as “featureless” because this
is not accurate; the boreholes provided by the report show this not to be so
and also reflect the variation that can occur over short distances (see for

example the BH's 1, 2, and 3 TQ28NE/77-79; Cressy Lane).

subject. It is this near-surface water that can cause periodic wetness round

7. The near-surface hydrology is a feature that warrants greater detail than
has been given to it in the “ES)” report. South Hill Park is recorded as a street
liable to flooding from overloaded storm water and sewer networks (flooded in
2002) in the Camden Development Policies document of 2010 (Map 2). A
distance of five doors away from No.95 and six from No.97, at No.85 a cellar

This is on the same side of the road as 95 and facing the Heath, like 95.
Further, the “ES|” report records that “It is known that gardens at the
properties on South Hill park are often waterlogged in wet conditions; this
indicates lack of drainage due to the underlying clay” That is correct but sits
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ggested by the conclusions of the
Is required to obtain- appropriate
poded A

rties

"We will consider whether schemes;
a) maintain the structiral stability of the building and neighbouring properties;
b) adversely affect drainage and run-off or cause other damage to the water

environment;
c) have a cumulative impact upon structural stability or the water environment
in the local area;” -

Proposed. Without these it is difficult to see how the proposal can satisfy in
any way the base-line requirements requested by DP27.

11. Finally, it should be noted that ground water and ground strength are not
Separate entities but
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of No.95,. interference with the existing

prone to flooding. The proposal as it stands will do-nothing to alleviate

“ network,

¢ work that has the potential for disturbing a delicate system for ground
water flow because the ground and its pathways for flow have not been
investigated; such work as proposed for No.97could upset that system
of flow to the detriment of neighbouring properties if it causes water

levels'to rise around cellars and foundations, and

o work that has the potential to distort the existing structure of No.97 and
notably that for No.95 because the strength and stiffness of the ground
beneath and outside the property, are unknown. No calculation of the
effect such changes will have on No0.95 has been attempted and thus
assurances that no detrimental effects will follow the work proposed at
No.97 are meaningless.

Yours sincerely

M.H. de Freitas Ph.D.,C.Geol., FGS
(A cv for MH de Freitas is attached)

a retaining‘wall, excavation adjacent to,

6" January 2011; page 4

flooding but simply aggravate it by adding more water to the storm-
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