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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

 The aim of this analysis is to identify that which is original: form, materials, 

 components and finishes. This knowledge is intended to be used as a guide to 

 alteration or development. It may generally be assumed than that which is original 

 is of more interest than that which is later, although it may not necessarily be 

 the case. 

 

 The identification of that which is original, old, of interest, or of value is not 

 necessarily an argument for its preservation. The whole picture must be 

 considered. 

 

 7 Fitzroy Square is part of the terrace composition designed by the Adam brothers 

 for the west side of the square. A detailed description and history of the 

 development is given in the extract from the Survey of London, section 5 

 

 The Survey of London is useful in giving a reasonably full description at the mid 

 20th century. The detailed at the mid 20th century. The detailed elevation drawing 

 in the Survey (Plate 18) appears to be very accurate – for example accurately  

 recording the size and shape of individual stones in the façade (although these 

 must have been some invention where there was bomb damage see the 

 photograph, section 7.) If a similar accuracy extended to the arrangement of 

 glazing bars certain  windows can confidently be dated to after 1949. 

 

 The large three storey (basement, ground and 1
st
 floor) rear extension appears to 

 have been constructed in the 1960s or 1970s. It is a steel framed building with 

 brick walls. Although a building of almost the same footprint is shown on the OS 

 Map 1953. The OS Map 1916 shows the mews house still in existence. Whatever 

 the date of the building it is clearly 20
th

 century. It has no historic or architectural 

 interest and is therefore excluded from this Analysis. 

 

 

2. SITE AND OVERALL FORM 

 

 The map extract reproduced in section 6 is undated but clearly dates from before 

 1832 when the west side of the Square was developed. No doubt, it accurately  

 shows the form  of the buildings on the east side: bow fronts to the garden 

 facades, small rear extensions behind the stairs in each house and at the end of 

 each garden a mews building opening onto Grafton Mews. 

 For reasons given in Section 3 it is believed that the original rear extension was of 

 just two storeys, basement and ground floor. 

  

 The overall form and mass of the building has survived including the original rear 

 extension. The form of the original garden and mews has been completely 

 obliterated. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

3. DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS OF FEATURES 

 

ROOF 

 

� Something like a traditional configuration but artificial slates with concrete hip 

and ridge tiles, asphalt gutters. Access shack onto roof. Rainwater directed 

through front roof. 

� 6 N° A/C chillers, 2N° dishes, 1N° aerial 

� Original chimneystacks and party walls with a collection of pots. 

 

 

FRONT ELEVATION 

 

� Reasonably intact Adam design. 

� The ground floor and basement have huge  openings for large windows, the 

Survey of London suggests these openings were made before WWII 

� Masonry: largely original. The ground and basement painted. Several large 

render repairs at 3
rd

 Floor level. Blue plaque above door. The decorative swags 

above the 2
nd

 floor Thermal window have been lost but the ghost of their 

attachment remains. 

� Windows: 

 3
rd

 floor: 2N° 3 on 3 with horns probably modern; 1N° small circular (now blind) 

 modern; 1N° round headed 2 on 2 with horns if the drawing in the Survey of 

 London is correct (and it may not be) this window, shown in the Survey as 1 on 1, 

 is modern.  

2
nd

 floor: Thermal window, 3 on 3 with horns in centre with casement lights to 

 either side Victorian or modern; 1N° 3 on 3 with horns Victorian or modern. 

1st floor: large triple light with blind centre of 12 on 9, original. As with the 3rd 

 floor the Survey of London shows a different arrangement of glazing bars for the 

 other 3 windows, 9 on 9 but they are in fact 4 on 4 with horns, if the Survey of 

 London is correct these windows are modern, they are in any case clearly not 

 original. 

Ground floor: huge triple window in metal frame 1930s? 

Basement: as ground floor but with light steel bars in front.  

� Doors 

 Front door: possibly original the side lights now blocked. The fanlight original 

 but with the centre section lost. The step, threshold, etc very recent, an unknown 

 stone (or screed?) to the wrong profile i.e. with nosings. 

 Basement: modern flush door. The basement area steps are concrete perhaps mid 

 20
th

 century. 

� Railings 



 1
st
 floor: original in reasonable condition 

 Ground floor: largely original, gate down to basement, no lamp standards and 

 other losses. 

 

 

REAR ELEVATION 

 

� In stock brick. The rear extension adjoins at Basement, Ground and 1
st
 floor level 

with a lightwell between. Bowed elevation to the rooms, straight to the parts 

corresponding to the stairs. 

� The elevation appears to have been rebuilt from the second floor cill level up to 

the roof parapet. The Survey of London makes no mention of bomb damage to 

N°7 (although it notes it for other properties in the Square) the rebuilding could be 

before WWII or more recent. It has been reported that there was a fire on the top 

levels in the later 20
th

 century. It is most likely that the rebuilding dates from then. 

This would seem to be confirmed by the roof finishes and the internal roof 

structure. 

� The pattern of brickwork suggests the original rear extension existed on the 

Ground and Basement only. 

� Windows: 

 3rd floor: 3N° 3 on 3 with horns probably modern. 

 2
nd

 floor: 2N° 3 on 6 with horns Victorian or modern. To stairs 6 on 6 original 

 with original glass. 

 1
st
 floor: 2N° 9 on 9 with horns Victorian or modern. In front original light 

 balconies to catch wandering children or lap dogs. 

 Ground floor: 1N° Victorian or possibly original window in the bow but reglazed. 

 All other windows facing the lightwell are modern. 

 Basement: 1N° Victorian or possibly original window in the bow. 1N° Victorian 

 window in the original small rear extension. All other windows are modern. 

 

ROOF SPACE 

 

� Modern S/W framing presumably following the fire mentioned above. 

 

THIRD FLOOR 

 

� The stairs are probably in more or less their original position. The E-W wall 

between stairs and rooms appears to be solid and may be original, everything else 

is modern. 

� Stairs to Roof (almost certainly not part of the original layout) Modern S/W stairs 

in plasterboard and stud enclosure. 

� Generally:- 

 Modern newel stairs up from 2
nd

 floor. 

 Modern plasterboard and steel partitions with modern fibrous plaster egg and 

 dart cornice. 

 Carpeted floor, new 



 Pressed 6 panel or flush doors 

 

 

SECOND FLOOR 

 

� The same as the 3rd floor. 

 

STAIRS SECOND DOWN TO GROUND 

 

� Original stone stairs with original balustrade and original mahogany handrail. 

The stone painted. Newly carpeted throughout. 

 

FIRST FLOOR 

 

� The original plan form was about certainly just a large front room, facing the 

square and an almost equally large rear room with a bow to the garden and the 

stairs to one side. The small rear extension does not appear to have existed at this 

level as indicated by: 

  i) the external walling 

  ii) the opening into the modern rear extension appears to be an  

   adapted window opening. 

 At some stage the front room has been divided with a lightweight stud wall 

 running E-W, this small room has been further sub-divided by a lobby. 

� Front Room 

 Ceiling: Old, possibly original cornice but more likely Regency or Victorian. The 

 ceiling has been plaster underlined thereby compromising the top moulding. The 

 cornice continues on the introduced E-W wall. 

 Modern fibrous plaster ceiling rose. 

 Walls: Modern picture rail, dado and skirting 

 Floors: New carpet throughout. 

 Fireplace: Modern (glass fibre?) with Victorian style grate. 

 Windows: Original shutters  painted shut. Modern architraves. 

 Doors: Possibly original with modern architraves. 

  No doors between front and rear rooms. 

� Rear Room 

 All as front except:- 

 Walls: also lined with a sheet material (pinboard?) 

 Windows: Modern with plastered reveals. 

� Modern Side Room 

 Ceiling: lowered ceiling with modern fibrous plaster cornice. 

 Walls: Modern dado and skirting 

 Fireplace: None 

 Doors: All modern. 

   

 

 



GROUND FLOOR 

 

� The original plan form can just about still be made out: a large dining room at the 

front of the house with a buffet recess at the back, the recess indicated by the two 

slight projections from the wall in the centre room. A smaller ante-room with bow 

window to the garden. The entrance hall. The stairs. The small rear extension, 

perhaps a closet, now containing the ladies lavatory. 

� Hall and Stairs 

 Ceiling: Original cornice clogged with paint. 

 Walls: Modern dado (and up the stairs) modern or Victorian skirting. 

 Floor: Modern hardwood with marble inserts. 

 Fireplace: None. 

 Doors: Front/door and internal surround mostly original. Others all modern with 

 modern architraves (some panelled, some flush, some pressed). 

� Front Room (Dining Room). Now divided by a modern N-S wall. 

 Ceiling: remains of original cornice very heavily paint clogged on 3N° walls. 

 Walls: Modern picture rail, dado and skirting. 

 Floor: as Hall. 

� Rear Room 

 Ceiling: remains of original cornice very heavily paint clogged. 

 Floor: New carpet. 

 Window: painted shut with later glass, plastered reveals and later (?) surround. 

� Ladies lavatory all modern. 

 

 

BASEMENT 

 

� Other than the stair enclosure the original plan form has been lost. It is pretty 

much one large room. 

� Stairs: Plasterboard and stud enclosure, the stairs covered in sheet vinyl with 

aluminium nosings. S/W balustrade. 

� Other parts 

 Ceilings: Heavily patched and repaired plaster on ----. In places one can see 

 behind the plaster beams and joists and the underside of boards supporting 

 pugging. 

 Walls: Plain plaster 

 Floors: screeded. 

 Windows: Back window in remains of original surround. 

 Doors: modern 

� Gents lavatory all modern 

 

 

 



  

 



 
 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 























 



 



 


