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2. Screening for Basement Impact Assessment (BIA) 

2.1. Surface Flow & Flooding Screening Flow Chart from Appendix E of GSD.    

  Q Response Notes  

1 Yes             The site is within the Highgate Chain (ponds) catchment area. 

2 No Surface Water Flows will not be changed. 

3 No  No significant areas of Hard Landscaping are proposed.  

4 No No significant changes to inflows on adjacent properties will occur. 

5 No The development will not compromise the quality of surface water 
being received by properties downstream. 

6 No The site is not in an area prone to surface water flooding.  

Table 1 – Surface Flow & Flooding Screening 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



T E C H N I K E R  

  Page 3 of 7 

 

2.2. Subterranean (Groundwater) Screening Flow Chart 

Q Response Notes 

1a Yes  The site is in the upper aquifer close to the boundary between the 
Bagshot Formation and the Claygate Member (refer Appendix A)  

1b No Refer Appendix A for water table depths.  

2 Yes The construction is thought to be within 100m of a spring line that 
feeds the ponds on the lower sections of the site.     

3 Yes         The site is within Highgate Chain (ponds) catchment area. The 
rate of ground water flow will not, however, be significantly affected. 

4 No  The proportion of hard surface/paved areas is not altered significantly. 

5 No  The proposals do not affect the existing surface water run-off regime. 

6 No  The formation levels in the proposal are not lower than local ponds.  

Table 2- Subterranean Flow Screening  
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2.3. Slope Stability Screening Flow Chart  

Q Response  Notes  

1 Yes Local slopes around the proposed location are > 7 degrees. These 
existing gradients will not be made worse by the development 

proposals. 

2 No Proposed re-profiling will not include slopes greater than existing 
(which are stable). 

3 No The developments on the site boundaries are not greater than 7 
degrees.   

4 Yes The site is within a wider ‘hillside’ setting, however, larger slip failures 
mechanisms are unlikely to be activated.   

5 No London Clay is not the shallowest strata at the site (refer BH 5/6 in 
Appendix A)  

6 No No trees are to be felled during the development proposals.  

7 No There is no evidence of significant seasonal shrinkage in the existing 
buildings. 

8 Yes The basement is thought to be within 100m of an existing spring line. 
Like the main works excavation this will be controlled by pumping.  

9 No The existing landscape can be traced onto historical maps dating 
from 1860. Earlier slip failures are not evident in the profile. 

10 No The basement is within an aquifer. The water table is however, below 
the basement formation level. Water control in the excavation will be 

by pumping as per the main works.  

11 No The site is not within 50m of the Hampstead Heath Ponds. 

12 No The proposed excavation is not within 5m of the existing highway. 

13 No The proposed excavation works are 20m away from neighbouring 
developments and differential effects are not considered significant.   

14 No  The site is not within the exclusion zone of any public transport 
tunnels. 

Table 3 – Slope Stability Screening 

 

 



T E C H N I K E R  

  Page 5 of 7 

 

3. Discussion 

3.1. The proximity of a local spring line is noted. The excavation works will be kept dry by pumping as 
per the main works contract. No de-watering measures are proposed.   

3.2. The excavation is within a larger hill side setting – the surrounding slopes are however less than 
7 degrees and a larger slip failure is not considered to be an issue.  

3.3. Small local slopes around the proposed location are greater than 7 degrees. It is proposed that 
this profile is maintained after the works as there is no evidence of earlier slip failures. No 
neighbouring building foundations will be affected by this. 

3.4. The location is within the Highgate Chain ponds catchment area. The rate of groundwater flow 
will not be significantly affected by the development.       
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Appendix A: Site Investigation 
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 Appendix B: Proposed Works 
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