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	Proposal(s)

	Display of 2 non-illuminated '2012 Olympic celebratory images' behind the façade above the entrance to the station extension, on the Pancras Road Elevation at platform level.  


	Recommendation(s):
	Grant listed building consent. 

	Application Type:
	Listed Building Consent


	Conditions or Reasons for Refusal:
	Refer to Draft Decision Notice

	Informatives:
	

	Consultations

	Adjoining Occupiers: 
	No. notified


	00


	No. of responses

No. electronic
	00

00
	No. of objections


	00



	Summary of consultation responses:


	English Heritage – flexible authorisation letter received. 
Press and site notices displayed – no responses received. 



	CAAC/Local groups* comments:

*Please Specify
	N/a – listed building consent application only. 


	Site Description 

	Grade I listed railway terminus and associated hotel.  The train shed dates from 1865-8 by William Henry Barlow, and the single span roof creates an impressive interior.  Under the CTRL Act 1996, the Station and associated buildings have undergone restoration and refurbishment works, and the station now acts as the terminus for international train services, as well as the new high speed service from Kent, and domestic services from the Midlands and the south coast.



	Relevant History

	2012/2117/A: Advertisement consent granted 02/05/2012 for Installation of 29 x banners to underside of Kings Cross Underground Station entrance, 7 x window graphics to Euston road elevation of Kings Cross Station, 6 x double-sided banners to  Midland Road elevation of St Pancras Chambers and  2 x window graphics to Euston Station (Class Sui Generis).
2010/6050/L: listed building consent granted 04/01/2011 for Installation of Olympic Rings within the trainshed.


	Relevant policies

	LDF Core Strategy and Development Policies
CS14 Promoting high quality places and conserving our heritage
DP25 Conserving Camden’s heritage



	Assessment

	It is proposed to display promotional imagery within the area of glazing above the main entrance to the new part of the station, for a temporary period, during the course of the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  The images are intended to celebrate the role of Games volunteers, and will be provided by, and incorporate imagery related to, an official Olympic sponsor.

St Pancras Station will play a key part in the transport arrangements for the Games, as an arrival point for international and domestic visitors, and as the departure point for the ‘Javelin’ train service which will link central London to Stratford and the Olympic Village. 
The principal entrance to the station extension is located on the eastern side (Pancras Road), immediately to the north of the historic part of the station, and is situated across the road from the Grade II listed German Gym building.  
Technical details

The images are proposed to be located within the area of glazing above the entrance to the station extension.  The entrance is formed on a corner, with glazing to the south and east elevations.  The elevations are broadly made up of three horizontally stacked areas of glazing, with the doors at ground level, an area of framed glazed panels above this (roughly at platform level), and a frameless glass panel clerestory above this.  It is proposed to display the images on the middle of these three areas, leaving the ground and upper floor areas free. 
The imagery will be printed onto a light woven textile, which will be supported at the top and bottom within an aluminium bar.  These bars will in turn be affixed to the existing metal framing around the glazing, using a clamp system.  There will be no drilling, screw-fixing or other permanent or invasive method of attachment used.
Impact on the special architectural and historic interest of the building
The main impact of the proposal will be its visual impact, from the interior and exterior of the building, and how this will affect the listed building’s special interest and setting.
The location of the images ensures that they will not be visible from within the historic part of the building, including from the train shed at platform level. 
Care has been taken to leave visual breaks within the imagery, which will allow for views out of the station extension at platform level to be retained.  The three columns of glazing panels immediately adjacent to the historic part of the station will be kept free of images, which will allow for a more comfortable visual relationship between the imagery and the historic building, as viewed from the station extension at ground and platform level.  This will help to ensure that station users are able to appreciate the main building’s east elevation and the clock tower from ground and platform level, and to see it in context with the other heritage assets which make up the important group of King’s Cross & St Pancras railway buildings (including King’s Cross Station, the Great Northern Hotel, and the German Gymnasium). 
The external impact is minimised through the use of a lightweight textile material which will be positioned away from the face of the glass.  The imagery itself should not therefore be visible from the outside of the building, although the textile will be seen.  Its lightweight nature will ensure that it does not read as a heavy, solid element behind the glass, and therefore won’t detract from the architecture of the station extension nor the setting of the listed part of the station. 
Camden’s Olympic strategy

Camden’s Olympic Plan seeks, amongst other aims, to “Use the cultural and leisure opportunities around the opening of the Channel Tunnel Rail Link at St Pancras in 2007 and closer to the Games to inspire people and bring our diverse communities closer together,” and to “Increase volunteering in Camden to levels closer to the London average by 2012 to help people acquire skills and enjoy new experiences.”
The intention of the imagery is to celebrate the role of the 70 000 volunteers who will contribute to the running of the Games.  The proposed display at this significant building aligns with Camden’s aspirations as set out in the Olympic Plan.
Conclusion

In summary, the proposal is considered to respond sensitively to the site and will minimise as far as possible any harmful impact upon the special architectural and historic interest of the Grade I listed St Pancras station building, and the setting of the adjacent listed buildings. 

Under normal circumstances, the use of this area for any advertising or promotional activity would be discouraged as it is not considered to be an appropriate location for this type of use. However, given the extraordinary circumstances of London hosting the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, and the  temporary nature of the installation to coincide with the Games, it is considered that any perceived harm caused to the special interest and character of the station and the wider Kings Cross and St Pancras railway lands can be weighed against these unique circumstances. 

As such the proposal is considered to comply in this case with local and national policy, and approval is recommended subject to a condition which limits the time of the display to 25 June to 26 September 2012 inclusive (this includes for 10 days’ installation and dismantling time). 
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