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42-44 Gordon Square, WC1

Introduction

1.0 Understanding the site and the building

Please note that a separate LBC application (ref: 2012/2594/L) has been made relating to the pro-
posed internal changes to 42-44 Gordon Square.

This section is to be read in conjunction with the existing photographs (Appendix D) and the BFF
existing drawings AP(0)001, 002 &AP(32)001 (Appendix F).

1.1 Introduction

The buildings at 42-44 Gordon Square form part of a terrace of houses on the east side of the
square developed by Thomas Cubitt during the 1820’s. The buildings are owned by the University
of London and are tenanted by The School of Arts, a key academic department of Birkbeck College
and are listed Grade 2. (see Appendix A) The buildings have suffered from a series of
unsympathetic developments and piecemeal alterations that have resulted in a significant loss of
original internal fabric and a lack of historic clarity between the original ‘houses’ of the terrace and
the 20th century extension to the rear.

1.2 Historical Context - The Square

The rectangular area comprising Gordon Square and Tavistock Square with the streets lying
between them and Euston Road, was originally part of Tottenhall Manor, the major part of which
was a 17 acre field called Oatfield (Otefield). By the year 1709 it was in the possession of the
Russell family who owned the property to the south of it and its southern limit reached the old parish
boundary of St. Pancras and St. Giles

The development of this area by the Duke of Bedford followed what had already been built to the
south in Russell Square and its neighbourhood. The latter had been designed and carried out by
James Burton who built on the east side of Tavistock Square and Woburn Place. Gordon Square
and Tavistock Square and the streets to the north were the work of Thomas Cubitt, whose
enterprise and novel business organisation were responsible for the success of this piece of town
planning. The square was known as Rothsay Square when originally planned (Rowland Dobie, The
History of the United Parishes of St Giles in the Fields and St George, Bloomsbury, 1830) but was
eventually named after the wife of the sixth Duke of Bedford, who was the daughter of the Duke of
Gordon.

The houses on Gordon Square were amongst the earliest work undertaken by Thomas Cubitt, but
their building history went on well into the Victorian period. Having already leased some land in the
area, Cubitt began construction of Tavistock Square, Woburn Place and part of Gordon Square

in 1821. With his own permanent paid craftsmen and workshops his houses represented a level

of style and quality unprecedented among other speculative builders of the period. Despite this,
Cubitt struggled to sell the properties and the plans drawn up for Gordon Square in 1829 were not
completely carried through until 1860, when the work was finished by Cubitt’s brother Lewis, (the
designer of Kings Cross railway station) five years after his brother’s death.

In the early 20th Century Gordon Square was to become famous for its literary associations. A
stronghold of the Bloomsbury Group, it would count among its residents the Stephen family
(including Virginia Woolf), Vanessa and Clive Bell, and Lytton Strachey. Strachey wrote his books
Eminent Victorians and Queen Victoria, the latter dedicated to Virginia Woolf, while living at No. 51.
The economist John Maynard Keynes (1883-1946) lived at 46 Gordon Square, the house subse-
quently used by the Bloomsbury Group before Keynes moved in when Vanessa Bell lived there.
Following the death of Keynes in 1946, many of the houses in the terrace were acquired by the
University of London. There followed a period of unsympathetic conversion, when 42-47 Gordon
Square was converted for the use of a new Institute for Computer Studies. The houses were
subsequently leased to Birkbeck College from 1974 and, since then they have housed members of
staff and lecture/teaching rooms for the College’s Department of History of Art and Screen Media.

1.3 General Description of 42-44 Gordon Square

The terrace in its current form consists of the original row of 5 storey terraced houses (Nos 39-

46) together with two 2 storey additions constructed to the rear of the terrace in the mid 20th and
early 21st centuries respectively. The first of these additions, completed some time during the mid
20th Century is a flat roofed 2 storey concrete frame, masonry faced extension extending over the
original garden spaces of 42-45 Gordon Square. The extension contains teaching spaces, offices
and stores of varying size and layout and has itself been subject to much internal remodeling since
its construction. The second addition constructed soon after the millennium, is the new Birkbeck
Cinema set at the rear of 40 & 41 Gordon Square. This is also a 2 storey structure set at base-
ment and ground floor levels containing archive storage, offices and teaching spaces as well as the
cinema itself.

2.0 Significance of the building and its heritage merit
This section is to be read in conjunction with BFF drawing AP(0)010 (Appendix G).
2.1 High significance externally

Although repairs and renovations of the external fabric of the terrace have taken place over the
years, the fagcade facing the Gordon Square has remained largely unaltered since its construction
in the early 19th Century and is considered to be one of the key remaining visual elements of high
heritage significance. The proposals described in this Listed Building Consent application do not
include any works to the exterior of the terrace and these elements will therefore not be commented
on further.

2.2 High significance internally

Considerable internal remodeling works were carried out in the terrace at basement and ground
floor following the transfer of ownership to the University of London in the mid 20th Century. As a
result, many elements of original or otherwise historically significant internal fabric have been
removed, and virtually none remain in the areas specifically affected by this application. As
indicated in AP(0)130, much of the high significance fabric is therefore the original masonry party
walls and some of the internal partitions.
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A notable exception to this is the teaching room G.01 and the adjacent entrance hallway that form
the ground floor of 44 Gordon Square where the plan layout, ceiling heights and level of original or
historically significant detailing is much as would have been when the terrace was originally
constructed, although there has been some lost of original joinery and plaster finishes as a result of
20th Century alterations.

Following a brief visual inspection, we can confirm that areas of high significance fabric can be
found at first floor level, in particular to the grand rooms facing Gordon Square. In addition, some
rooms such as the Keynes Library (No. 46) have been sensitively restored and refurbished by the
department. As this application does not propose any alterations to areas of the building at first
floor or the floors above a detailed analysis of this is not provided.

2.3 Low significance internally

As confirmed above and verified in BFF drawing AP(0)010 much of the original internal decorative
fabric has been lost through successive, accumulative and unsympathetic adaptations to the
original building. For example, there is no evidence of the original hallway and staircase to the
ground floors of 42 & 43 Gordon Square. Original joinery, plaster finishes and floor finishes have
also been lost.

3.0 New proposals and impact of proposed alterations

Please note that a separate LBC application (ref: 2012/2594/L) has been made relating to the pro-
posed internal changes to 42-44 Gordon Square.

3.1 Demolition/Strip Out

The proposal is to strip out the existing windows WG.15 & WG. 16 from the external wall of existing
room EG.11 (IT Room) together with the infill masonry pier between the two windows. The existing
mid 20th Century extension within which these windows sit is a concrete frame construction with
(assumed) cavity infill for the external walls. No other works are proposed to the remaining win-
dows, wall or roof of the rear extension.

3.2 Structural Opening

A new structural opening is proposed where the existing head, cill and RH jamb (as viewed from
within EG.11) are retained as existing. The LH jamb is to be infilled by approx 400mm using sal-
vaged masory brickwork from the removed ‘pier’ to ensure that the new window sits centrally in the
room (G.12 Cafe).

3.3 Existing & Replacement Window
The existing window frames are timber casements with a varnish/stain finish. Due to the sliding
action of the proposed replacement window, the proposed window will need to be aluminium framed

with a PPC finish to a standard RAL colour.

It is considered that the proposal is of medium impact in an area of low heritage significance and
would therefore would not have a detrimental effect on the overall heritage asset.
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42-44 Gordon Square, WC1 Appendix 5a Listing Document

List entry Summiary

Thiz bullding Iz Rrbed under the Planning [Listed Bulldings and Consandation Areas) Act 1930 ss amanded for Ite apecial archiisctural or Listing MGR: TQZ979582311
hi=boric Inferest.
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Nams: NUMBERS 36 AND 46 AND ATTACHED RAILINGS AND WALL DN ENDELENEH PLACE RETURM SCREEN WALL LINKING NUMBER 35 1. Article Referencs - Thée: Volume 21 Tofienham Cowrt Road and Nelghbourhood St Pancras Part 3- Date: 1949 - Journal Tie: Survey of London
TAVISTOCK SRALRE - Page References: 32
L=t amtry Mumber: 1113031

Hatlanal Grid Reference: T 29793 62303
Map

Location
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The buliding may e within the boundary of mone han one authorty.

m

County District District Type Parish "-5 \ ’:}H}
Greater London

Sreater Camden London Borough ir,
Nafianal Park: Not applicatée fo this List entry.

Grade: Ii

Date firet llsted: Z5-Mar-1969
Date of most recent amendment: Mot applicable fo this List entry.

Legacy System Information
The comtents of this record have been generated from a legacy data sysbem.

Legacy System: LES
LD: 477358

Asset Groupings
Thits st entry does not comprise part of an Assst Grouping. Asset Groupings are not part of the official recard but are added ater for Infanmation.
Surnmary of Building
Legacy Record - This Infanmation may be included In the List Entry Detalls.
Reasons for Designation
Legacy Record - This Infanmation may be included In the List Entry Detalls.
History
Legacy Record - This Infanmation may be included In the List Entry Detalls.
Dietails
CAMDOEN

TQ20E2EE ENDELEIGH PLACE T98-1/947504 Screen wall inking Mou3E Gondon 28:03060 Squane & Moo20 Tavishock Sguare
GVl
See under: los.35-46 and attached ralings and wall on Endsleigh Place refum GORDON SGUARE.

GVl

Includes: Screen wall Inking Mo 36 Gardon Square & Noo20 Tavisiock Sguare ENDSLEIGH PLACE. Temace of 11 houses. ¢1825. Bull by Thomas
Cubiit. Yeliow stock brick with nusticated shueco ground Boors (MoL46 plain). Balanced composition of 4 stareys and basements. 3 WINGOWS sach.
Enfrance to Ma.36 on return ix Endsielgh Place. Sguare-headed, recessed doorways with fanlights and panelled doors. Mos 36, 36, 43 and 45 slightly
prajecting with 4 Corinthian plissiers fhrough 15t and 2nd fioor camying entablature, conBinuing across the rest of the temace, at 3nd fioor level
Continuous cast-inon balconies o 16t loor casements, Mo.46 with comices. 2nd and 3rd Nioor, archifiraved s3sNes. 3rd foar with pliaster sinps abowe:
fhe pliasiers. Comice and blocking course. Return of Mo 36, wih balusiraded enfrance parch, continues the entablaiure and pliaster tregiment and
forms & balanced composition, Iinked by a3 low screen wall (along Endslelgh Piace), wiih Mo 2% Tavistock Sguare (gv). INTERIORS: nat Inspected.
HISTORICAL MOTE: Mo.46 was the reskdence of John Maynard Keynes, econamist (GLC plaque). (Survey of London: Wal 33, Totkentam Court
Foad and Nelghbourhood, S5t Pancras Bl: Landaon: -1948: 92).
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Appendix 5b Historic Maps and Plans
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Appendix 5e Site Plan

Crown Copyright 2012

Reproduction in whole or in part is prohibited

without the permission of Ordnance Survey.
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Appendix 5h Proposed demolitions/soft strip
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5. New Catnic type insulated
steel lintel to widened opening
in (assumed) cavity construction
Lintel will not be expressed
externallly
6. Height and vertical location of
new window to match the
levels of the existing windows
7. Line of existing window reveal
8. New timber frame support
structure to receive jamb fixings
for the metal handrail
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