 Design & Access Statement 

Demolition of existing garden studio and rebuilding of new garden studio at:-

Flat 2 13 South Hill Park Gardens NW3 2TD

 1.
History/Context.
The property (see figs 1 & 2) dates from the late 1870’s and sits within the South Hill Park conservation area. South Hill Park Gardens is the inner section to the looped crescent of South Hill Park. The properties are essentially four storey semi–detached villas consisting of a lower ground, upper ground, first and second floors, most of which have been extended up into the attic level. Over the years most of the properties have been split up into flats, No. 13 is typical of this arranged as eight flats two on each of the four levels. From the front flats 3 to 8 are entered via the main door on the upper ground floor whilst flats 1 and 2 are accessed from steps leading down from street level to their individual entrances, the flat 2 entrance being from the side access to the rear which runs between Nos. 13 & 15 (see fig 3). To the rear the garden is divided in two with each of the lower ground floors owning their own half. The garden to flat 2 is approx 7.3 m wide by 16 metres deep. 

To the rear of the garden to no. 2 is the existing garden studio spanning the whole width of the plot. It comprises of two building’s which have been used internally as one. The space is heated and has been used as a studio (see figs. 4, 5&6) The design of the structure is identical to the conservatory to flat 2  (just demolished as part of 2012/4568/P see fig. 7) which was granted permission back in 1991 (9101186) so has been in place for approximately 20 years. The buildings are of poor construction, in poor condition and therefore require demolition and rebuilding. A further shed and greenhouse sit on the boundary to No. 15 (see fig 8) it is proposed that they are also demolished.  
In preparing the proposals reference has been made to the Camden planning guidance CPG 1 with further reference to the conservation area statement for South Hill Park.

           2.   Design Approach/Scale/Materials
                  As part of the extension and refurbishment works to flat 2 (works on-site now) two metre high slatted fences are being built to all boundaries similar to these examples in previous projects (see figs. 9 &10) The fences are intended to support greenery (i.e. climbing plants) and over time mature into denser green walls. It is proposed that the studio will take up a similar footprint to the existing and will be built be clad in the same material as the fence so it appears to be part of the same boundary treatment as the two flank walls.  At the boundary to no. 15 the ground rises approx. 600 mm as the properties move up the hill. The existing fence/trellis to the side is approx. 2.4m high as is the one to the rear boundary. It is proposed to build the new studio structure to this height on these 2 boundaries and in doing so create a properly insulated roof which will also be finished in a green lichen nature mat roof. The new studio footprint will be pulled back 500 mm from the new fence boundary to flat 1 a small external store area is proposed here. It is proposed that a screen is placed in front of the glazing to the new studio for added privacy. 
           3.    Access
There is no vehicular access to the rear of the house. Pedestrian access to the front and rear remains as existing.

4.
Landscaping

There are no special landscaping measures proposed other than those stated above. 
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   figs 1 & 2 front & rear elevations
[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


 figs 3 & 4
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figs 5 & 6
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figs 7 & 8
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Figs. 9 & 10 show examples of fence/garden building treatments completed recently by this practice.

                                                                                                           Martyn Clarke Architecture

