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1 Chester  Road

2 Raydon St reet

3 Ber t ram Street

4 W inscombe Street

5 Chester  Ba lmore Si te (H ighgate New Town Phase 2A & B Bui ld ings)

6 Highgate Cemetery

7 Highgate L ibrary

8 Brookf ie ld Estate

9 Highgate New Town Open Space

10 Chester  House

11 Brookf ie ld School

12 The Peoples Gospel  Miss ion Hal l

13 W inscombe Street  Ter race (Neave Brown)

14 Highgate Newtown Communi ty  Centre

5.0 THE HIGHGATE NEWTOWN 
COMMUNITY CENTRE SITE

5.1 HIGHGATE NEWTOWN COMMUNITY 
CENTRE SITE, HIGHGATE, CAMDEN

The redeve lopment s i te is  s i tuated in Nor th London in 

the London Borough of  Camden. I t  l ies to the west  of  the 

borough boundary wi th Is l ington,  wi th Archway underground 

stat ion beyond. Highgate Cemetery l ies to the nor th of  the 

s i te. 

The deve lopment is  wi th in the des ignated Dar tmouth Park 

Conservat ion Area which is  one of  39 conservat ion areas 

in the borough. The Area l ies be low the h igh lands of 

Hampstead and Highgate and Par l iament Hi l l  on land fa l l ing 

towards the River  Thames which has had a st rong in f luence 

of  the st reet  pat tern of  the area.

The area is  main ly  res ident ia l ,  but  in tegra l  to i ts  character 

are the in terspersed uses scat tered throughout i t .  I ts  sense 

of  character  is  der ived f rom socia l  cohes ion.  Th is par t  o f 

Camden has wide open spaces,  Hampstead Heath and 

Highgate Cemetry are c lose by. 

The deve lopment s i te is  s i tuated of f  Ber t ram Street  and 

forms a cour tyard a long wi th Communi ty  Centre and 

Nursery.  The s i te is  a lso ad jacent  to The Peoples Gospel 

Miss ion Hal l .

Aer ia l  photograph of  S i te Obl ique aer ia l  photograph of  s i te f rom south
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5.2 EXISTING BUILDINGS

At the south end of  Ber t ram st reet  is  the Communi ty 

Centre,  bu i l t  in  1950s as a Ter r i tor ia l  Army Centre,  a 

va luable loca l  resource,  a l though the bu i ld ings,  fac ing a 

cour tyard,  are not  cons idered notab le.

5.3 SURROUNDING DEVELOPMENTS

WINSCOMBE STREET
A shor t  s t reet  s lop ing down towards the d is t inct  e levat ion 

of  Nos.24-32, a ter race of  f ive houses by Neave Brown 

( inc lud ing h is own house, 1963-4) .  The Brown ter race 

has a st rong and s imple hor izonta l  emphasis to the top 

f loor  wi th a more scu lpted form below. Three storeys 

wi th concrete b locks,  br ick and t imber,  the prototype for 

Brown’s schemes for  Camden Counci l ’s  Dunboyne Road 

and A lexandra Road Estate.

The ter races on e i ther  s ide of  the road were bu i l t  in  the 

1860s and have the ear ly  V ictor ian deta i ls  of  f la t  f ront ,  a 

stucco corn ice,  a stucco band between ground and f i rs t 

f loor  and a parapet  h id ing the roof  They are three storeys 

wi th basements on the west  s ide (Nos.1-15) .  The west  s ide 

of  the ter race ends wi th ‘The Peoples Gospel  Miss ion Hal l ’ ; 

a  s ing le storey ha l l  w i th p i tched s la te roof  fac ing the st reet .

BERTRAM STREET
Simi la r  in  length and topology to W inscombe Street  the 

st reet  has ter races of  three storey houses wi th rust icated 

rendered ground f loors under two p la in br ick storeys wi th 

a deep stucco corn ice at  parapet  leve l .  They pre-date 

1871, and were mul t i -occupied f rom the star t .  The window 

arch i t raves are topped by vermicu l i te  keystones.  The 

windows have wide sashes wi th marg in l ights on the ground 

f loor,  and nar rower sashes on the upper f loors.  The f ront 

doors are ar ranged in pa i rs shar ing p i lastered door cases 

and corn ice.  S imple ra i l ings wi th smal l  f ront  paved areas 

complete the formal  composi t ion.  There has been some 

unsympathet ic window rep lacement.

V iew look ing across cour tyard to ent rance at  Ber t ram Street
Communi ty  Centre Fresh Youth Academy

Bert ram Street The Peoples Gospel  Miss ion Hal l

H ighgate Newtown Communi ty  Cent re The Peoples Gospel  Miss ion Hal l F resh Youth Academy
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Fig.  3 The Peoples Gospel  Miss ion Hal l  on W inscombe Street F ig.  6 V iew look ing down Ber t ram Street  towards  s i te
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Fig 2.  V iew of  cour tyard and ent rance at  Ber t ram Street  wi th s i te in  foreground

Fig 5.  V iew of  W inscombe Street  ter races ad jacent  to s i te 

5.4 EXISTING VIEWS IN AND AROUND THE 
SITE 

F ig 4.  V iew in to s i te f rom publ ic footpath
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Fig 1.  V iew f rom publ ic footpath ad jacent  to wider  s i te.
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5.5 ACCESS

The s i te is  connected to the ex is t ing publ ic  t ranspor t  l inks 

in Nor th London.

I t  is  served by the London Underground Northern L ine at 

Archway 500m to the nor th east  of  the s i te.  Tuf fne l  Park 

approx imate ly  900m to the south east  of  the s i te.

W i th i ts  nar row roads there is  l imi ted access for  buses. 

There is  one bus route pass ing s i te,  no.  C11 passes 

Chester  Ba lmore. 

Ex is t ing publ ic  t ranspor t  routes

Ex is t ing pr inc ipa l  veh icu lar  routes

C11
214
4
143
390
134

Exist ing boundary condi t ions

Plann ing appl icat ion s i te boundary

Adjo in ing /  Adjacent  land owned by appl icant

Par ty  wal l

5.6 SITE CONSTRAINTS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

The major  s i te const ra in t  is  the ex is t ing bu i ld ing i tse l f .  The 

bu i ld ing shares two par ty  wal ls  but  they wi l l  remain in tact , 

wi th a l l  externa l  a l terat ions occurr ing to the cour tyard 

e levat ion.

5.7 PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

In  cons ider ing the ex is t ing communi ty  fac i l i t ies and the i r 

re locat ion to the Highgate New Town Communi ty  Centre 

re ference has been made to the fo l lowing p lann ing pol ic ies 

at  both nat iona l  and loca l  leve l . :

•	 London P lan Pol icy 3A.18 – Protect ion/enhancement of 

soc ia l  in f rast ructure & communi ty  fac i l i t ies

•	 Camden's UDP Pol icy C2 – Protect ing communi ty  uses

Exis t ing s i te layout  ident i fy ing publ ic  r ight  of  way and par t  wal l

Ber t ram Street
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5.8 HISTORY OF SITE 

A rev iew of  ava i lab le h is tor ica l  maps has revea led that 

the s i te compr ised of  agr icu l tura l  land c.1871, and by 

c.1895, the ent i re s i te had been deve loped, for  a school 

and tenn is cour ts,  which were un label led by c.1915. 

The bu i ld ing layout  a l tered s l ight ly  over  the years and by 

c.1935 was labe l led as In fant  & Jun ior  School .  The s i te was 

redeve loped between c.1952 and c.1962 for  the Ter r i tor ia l 

Army and has s ince been taken over  by the Communi ty 

Cent re.

5.9 IMPACT ON THE DESIGNATED HERITAGE 
ASSET 

HERITAGE ASSET
Planning Pol icy Statement 5:  P lann ing for  the Histor ic 

Env i ronment focuses on an ho l is t ic  approach to the 

h is tor ic env i ronment where s ign i f icant  e lements of  the 

h is tor ic env i ronment are cons idered 'her i tage assets ' .  W i th 

regards to the Highgate Newtown Communi ty  Centre s i te 

the 'her i tage asset '  is  deemed to be the conservat ion area 

i tse l f .  I t  has been demonst rated in the preceding pages that 

the bu i ld ings and features sur rounding the s i te cont r ibute 

to the s ign i f icance of  the conservat ion area as a her i tage 

asset .  However when assess ing the s ign i f icance of  the s i te 

i tse l f  i t  must  a lso be p laced in the context  of  the ent i re 

conservat ion area and the cont r ibut ion that  i t  makes to the 

character  and appearance of  the conservat ion area.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SITE IN CONTEXT OF 
CONSERVATION AREA
As non- l is ted bu i ld ings the ex is t ing b locks are not 

cons idered her i tage assets in the i r  own r ight  but  do form 

par t  o f  the conservat ion area. 

The ex is t ing Fresh Youth Academy, is  ident i f ied as making 

a 'pos i t ive cont r ibut ion '  wi th in the Conservat ion Area 

Appra isa l  & Management Statement,  but  the bu i ld ing i tse l f 

is  cons idered to be of  l i t t le  va lue.

The scheme a ims to improve both the serv ice of fered by 

the Fresh Youth Academy and the ex is t ing fabr ic of  the 

bu i ld ing.  




