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This Design and Access Statement accompanies 
the application for Planning Permission and 
conservation area consent for alterations in a 
conservation area for the Fresh Youth Academy 
which is part of the Highgate Newtown Community 
Centre site, located in Highgate in the London 
Borough of Camden. This statement has been 
produced on behalf of the London Borough of 
Camden.

This statement prov ides an overv iew of  the need for 

deve lopment,  i ts  locat ion and i ts  ob ject ives and has been 

prepared in accordance wi th po l icy gu idance inc lud ing 

'Des ign and Access Statements  How to wr i te,  read and 

use them' (CABE 2006)

The overa l l  scheme a ims to improve the qua l i ty  o f  the 

phys ica l  env i ronment and to respect  the s ign i f icance of  the 

Conservat ion Area in which the s i te is  located.

1.0 INTRODUCTION
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2.0 BRIEF

The proposal  is  to re furb ish the ex is t ing Fresh Youth 

Academy.  The br ie f  is  to improve i ts  appearance ins ide and 

out ,  i ts  thermal  per formance, funct iona l i ty  and access ib i l i ty.

A key component of  the br ie f  is  to accommodate the D1 

funct ions of  the Ju ice Bar and Gym that  were demol ished to 

make way for  the Chester  Ba lmore deve lopment.

The London Borough of  Camden are cur rent ly  const ruct ing 

a new hous ing deve lopment bound by Chester  Road, 

Ba lmore St reet  and Raydon St reet  known as the Chester 

Ba lmore deve lopment.

The Chester  Ba lmore deve lopment was granted P lann ing 

Permiss ion on 11 March 2011 -  Appl icat ion Ref 

2010/5478/P.  Condi t ion 32 of  the appl icat ion requi red that  

the Ju ice Bar and Gym that  was located on Chester  Road 

must be re located in su i tab le long term accommodat ion.

I t  is  proposed that  a rep lacement fac i l i ty  wi l l  be prov ided 

wi th in the re furb ished Fresh Youth Academy. The Fresh 

Youth Academy forms par t  o f  the Highgate New Town 

Communi ty  Centre located in Ber t ram Street  wi th in f ive 

minutes walk ing d is tance f rom the s i te.

Highgate Newtown Communi ty  Centre ran 2 communi ty 

programmes f rom the former Ju ice Bar and Gym s i te:  a 60 

p lus hea l th and f i tness pro ject ;  and Phiz  and Biz  a youth 

hea l th,  f i tness and employment suppor t  programme.

Highgate Newtown Communi ty  Centre manages the Fresh 

Youth Academy on i ts  s i te where Camden In tegrated Youth 

Support  Serv ices ( IYSS) de l ivers a programme of  act iv i ty  for 

13-19 year  o lds that  ranges f rom in formal  drop in sess ions 

to speci f ic  programmes on ar ts,  text i les,  f i lm pro ject ing, 

music product ion,  IT,  connect ions adv isory serv ices,  motor 

veh ic le re la ted,  baby moni tor  and spor ts sess ions.

Si te P lan ident i fy ing locat ion of  H ighgate New Town Communi ty 
Centre and proposed new communi ty  fac i l i t ies

Chester  Ba lmore Si te

Highgate New Town Communi ty  Centre

Fresh Youth Academy -  Ex is t ing 

Communi ty  fac i l i t ies to be re furb ished

B
er

tr
am

 S
tr

ee
t

Chester  Road

Fo l lowing consul ta t ion wi th loca l  res idents and key 

stakeholders the key features of  the br ie f  were agreed:

•	 Relocat ion of  ju ice bar  and gym in the Fresh Youth 

Academy bui ld ing

•	 Increase the f loor  space ava i lab le for  the gym, 

changing fac i l i t ies and ju ice bar

•	 Remodel  the academy to increase the learn ing space 	

and make the space more f lex ib le wi th room div iders 

so i t  is  bet ter  ab le to de l iver  IYSS pr ior i t ies

•	 Develop and equip the space so i t  is  ab le to be a 

cent re of  exce l lence for  Camden IYSS for  de l ivery of 

youth serv ices to young people wi th d isabi l i t ies

•	 Remodel  the academy and i ts  c lose sur rounding s i te 

to make i t  fu l ly  access ib le to people wi th a range of 

impai rments

•	 Improve the thermal  per formance of  the bu i ld ing



Rick Mather Architects 7DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT    Highgate Newtown Community Centre, North London    

Juice Bar and Gym on Chester  Road (now demol ished)

Proposed deve lopment on Chester  Ba lmore s i te.

CHESTER BALMORE

As prev ious ly  s tated the Chester  Ba lmore deve lopment 

was granted P lann ing Permiss ion on 11 March 2011 - 

Appl icat ion Ref  2010/5478/P.  

We inc lude Condi t ion 32 in fu l l :

"  32 Pr ior  to implementat ion of  the deve lopment the 

fo l lowing must  f i rs t  be secured:

-  Su i tab le a l ternat ive long term D1 accommodat ion for  the 

FRESH gym and ju ice bar  in  the immediate v ic in i ty  of  the 

deve lopment

-  Approva l  in  wr i t ing f rom the Camden Youth and 

Connect ion Serv ices and Highgate Newtown Communi ty 

Associat ion of  the s ize,  locat ion,  des ign and f i t  out  of  th is 

accommodat ion

- Any p lann ing permiss ion requi red for  the new 

accommodat ion:  and

- Any funding requi red for  the new accommodat ion.

Or,  in  the event  that  the above long term accommodat ion 

is  not  ava i lab le by implementat ion,  then temporary 

accommodat ion may be acceptable (  so long as i t  is  f i rs t 

approved by the Counci l )  prov ided a lways that  the above 

permanent accommodat ion is  secured f i rs t  pr ior  to f i rs t 

occupat ion.

Reason: To ensure the sat is factory re-prov is ion of  D1 

communi ty  f loor  space in accordance wi th Pol icy CS10 

of  the London Borough of  Camden Local  Deve lopment 

Framework Development Pol ic ies."

When the Ju ice Bar and Gym on Chester  Road were 

demol ished these fac i l i t ies were moved in to the Fresh 

Youth Academy temporar i l y  unt i l  the re furb ishment works 

make the academy complete ly  f i t  for  purpose.  Dur ing the 

proposed 16 week const ruct ion per iod of  the re furb ishment 

a l l  the funct ions housed wi th in the Fresh Youth Academy 

inc lud ing the Ju ice Bar and Gym wi l l  be tempora l i ty  housed 

in the Highgate Newtown Communi ty  Centre.

3.0 PLANNING HISTORY

PREVIOUS FRESH YOUTH ACADEMY 
APPLICATION

A prev ious P lann ing Permiss ion was granted for  the 

re furb ishment and extens ion of  the Fresh Youth Academy 

on 11 Apr i l  2011 -  Appl icat ion Ref  2011/0303/P.

There were 3 condi t ions:

1.  That  the deve lopment commences wi th in 3 years

2.  That  the deve lopment is  car r ied out  in  accordance wi th 

the drawings

3. That  a l l  new externa l  works should be car r ied out  in 

mater ia ls  resembl ing the ex is t ing bu i ld ing un less otherwise 

stated in the appl icat ion

Since the grant ing of  th is  appl icat ion the proposals have 

been rev ised wi th the extens ion removed.  Th is externa l 

change has t r iggered the need for  a new appl icat ion.

The proposed extens ion was on ly  23m2 GEA.  The ex is t ing 

and the proposed refurb ished Fresh Youth Academy are 

173m2 GEA.  

The new appl icat ion has an ident ica l  br ie f  to the prev ious 

appl icat ion.   The funct ions are accommodated in a s l ight ly 

smal ler  area by more in tens ive use of  resources.   The 

ex is t ing Fresh Youth Academy has some large rooms that 

are under used and over  s ized.   Therefore the proposed 

refurb ishment a l lows i t  to accommodate the addi t iona l 

funct ions of  the Ju ice Bar and Gym wi th in the ex is t ing 

footpr in t  by rat iona l is ing the p lan.




