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URS Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited (“URS”) has prepared this Report for the sole use of  Crossrail Limited (“Client”) 
in accordance with the Agreement under which our services were performed. No other warranty, expressed or implied, is made 
as to the professional advice included in this Report or any other services provided by URS.  

The conclusions and recommendations contained in this Report are based upon information provided by others and upon the 
assumption that all relevant information has been provided by those parties from whom it has been requested and that such 
information is accurate.  Information obtained by URS has not been independently verified by URS, unless otherwise stated in 
the Report.  

The methodology adopted and the sources of information used by URS in providing its services are outlined in this Report. The 
work described in this Report was undertaken between August 2012 and March 2013 and is based on the conditions 
encountered and the information available during the said period of time. The scope of this Report and the services are 
accordingly factually limited by these circumstances.  

Where assessments of works or costs identified in this Report are made, such assessments are based upon the information 
available at the time and where appropriate are subject to further investigations or information which may become available.   

URS disclaim any undertaking or obligation to advise any person of any change in any matter affecting the Report, which may 
come or be brought to URS’ attention after the date of the Report. 

Certain statements made in the Report that are not historical facts may constitute estimates, projections or other forward-looking 
statements and even though they are based on reasonable assumptions as of the date of the Report, such forward-looking 
statements by their nature involve risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from the results 
predicted. URS specifically does not guarantee or warrant any estimate or projections contained in this Report. 
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© This Report is the copyright of URS Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited.  Any unauthorised reproduction or usage by any 
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GLOSSARY OF KEY TERMS  

Key Term Description 

‘A’ Weighted Decibel 

Internationally accepted unit for most noise measurement and which 
represents the sound pressure level weighted to correspond to the 
frequency response of the human ear.  A difference of 3dB (A) may 
just be noticeable and a difference of 10dB (A) represents a doubling 
or halving of subjective loudness. 

Ambient 
Surrounding.  For noise, for example, it is the totally encompassing 
sound in a given situation at a given time usually composed of sound 
from many sources near and far. 

Baseline 
The situation against which the potential impacts due to the proposed 
development are assessed. 

BREEAM 
Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment 
Method.  Widely used means of reviewing and improving the 
environmental performance of buildings. 

Cumulative Impacts 
Impacts that result from incremental changes caused by other past, 
present or reasonably foreseeable actions. 

Decibel 
Logarithmic ratio used to relate sound pressure level to a standard 
reference level. 

“Do Nothing” Scenario 

A theoretical future scenario which defines the situation that would 
exist without implementation of the proposed development.  This 
forms the future baseline against which the “With Development” 
Scenario can be assessed. 

Dust 
A mixture of particles which typically range in size between 1-75 µm 
in diameter. 

Environmental Impact 
Assessment 

A systematic means of assessing a development project’s likely 
significant environmental effects before an application is made for 
development consent. 

Environmental 
Statement 

Report in which the process and results of an Environmental Impact 
Assessment is documented. 

Fugitive Emissions 
Substances that are not emitted to air in a controlled manner, 
through a stack, vent or exhaust pipe, for example. 

Impact 
A physical or measurable change to the environment attributable to 
the project. 

LA90(T) 
The LA90 is the A-weighted sound level which is exceeded for 90% 
of a time period T. 

LAeq(T) 

Equivalent continuous sound level is a notional steady sound level 
which would cause the same A-weighted sound energy to be 
received as that due to the actual and possibly fluctuating sound over 
a period of time (T). It can also be used to relate periods of exposure 
and noise level. Thus, for example, a halving or doubling of the 
period of exposure is equivalent in sound energy to a decrease or 
increase of 3dB(A) in the sound level for the original period. 

Landscape Character 
Areas 

Areas of landscape that have a broadly homogeneous pattern of 
topography and drainage, vegetation cover, settlement, land use and 
visual structure. 

Key Term Description 

Mitigation Measures 
Actions proposed to moderate adverse impacts and to enhance 
beneficial impacts arising from the whole or specific elements of the 
development. 

Non-Technical 
Summary 

A report which briefly describes the main points discussed in the 
Environmental Statement in a clear manner without the use of 
technical jargon and phraseology. 

Particulate Matter 
(PM10) 

Particulate matter less than 10 micrometres in aerodynamic 
diameter.  Have the potential to pass through the human respiratory 
system and reach the lungs. 

Receptors 
People (both individually and communally) and the socio-economic 
systems they support. 

Scoping 
An exercise undertaken to determine which elements will be covered 
in an Environmental Statement. 

Scoping Opinion 
The formal view of the responsible authority on the range of topics 
and issues to be considered by the Environmental Impact 
Assessment. 

Scoping Report 
The document prepared by the applicant setting out the proposed 
approach to the Environmental Impact Assessment, including the 
range of topics and issues to be addressed. 

Screening Opinion 
The formal view of the responsible authority on the need for an 
Environmental Impact Assessment to be undertaken. 

Significance Criteria 
These define the significance of the effect, as a factor of the 
magnitude of the impact and the sensitivity of the receptor. 

Sound Level Meter An instrument for measuring the sound pressure level. 

Spoil 
Excavated material which can be either topsoil, subsoil or other 
material such as rock etc. 

Surface Water Run-off 
Water which travels across the ground rather than seeping into the 
soil. 

“With Development” 
Scenario 

The future situation incorporating the proposed development. 

Zone of Visual 
Influence 

The area within which a proposed development may have an 
influence or effect on visual amenity. 

 


