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LIGHTING DESIGNER:

This report  has been prepared by Speirs 

+ Major for Almacantar to out l ine the 

l ight ing design strategy for the external 

image of  Centre  Point  Tower,  Centre 

Point Link,  Centre Point House and the 

Affordable  Housing.   The proposal  is 

based upon the architectural  information 

as provided by Conran and Partners and 

Rick Mathers Architects,  and informed by 

the landscape information as provided by 

Gi l lespies.

The l ight ing strategy as out l ined in this 

repor t  has  been carefu l ly  deve loped 

wi th  cons iderat ion to  a  wide var ie ty 

o f  funct iona l  and aesthet ic  c r i te r ia , 

including the impact of  the l ight ing on 

the overal l  v isual  qual i ty and character of 

the s i te and i ts local  context.

This strategy provides a f ramework to 

inform the l ight ing design development, 

ensur ing that  a  hol is t ic  and balanced 

approach wi l l  be used, consider ing less 

tang ib le  ‘qua l i ta t ive ’  issues such as 

atmosphere,  percept ion and leg ib i l i ty, 

a longside the more quant i tat ive issues 

of  v isua l  funct ion and eff icacy.   The 

l ight ing design wi l l  provide a pract ical 

and sustainable response that enhances 

the user exper ience of the s i te both when 

viewed from a distance as wel l  as f rom 

the adjoining publ ic realm.

10.0 LIGHTING STRATEGY
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10.1 CONTEXT

The Centre Point bui ld ings si t  on the junct ion between 

Bloomsbury,  Covent Garden, Fi tzrovia and Soho, making 

for an extremely diverse immediate urban context at  street 

level .   After  dark,  the surrounding streets are ful l  of  v isual 

noise.   From the l ights of  Soho, to theatres,  restaurants 

and late-night shopping, the night-t ime economy of the 

area is extremely strong, with many bui ldings competing 

for  a t tent ion.  Whi ls t  there  is  a  s ign i f icant  presence 

of i l luminated signage, the ambient l ight levels of  the 

surrounding streets are re lat ively muted, other than at 

cr i t ical  t raff ic junct ions, where l ight levels are s igni f icant ly 

higher,  result ing in l ight spi l l ing onto the s i te.

Given the predominance of re lat ively low r ise bui ldings 

surrounding the s i te,  the v is ibi l i ty of  the Tower s igni f icant ly 

widens the urban context of  the bui lding.  The Tower is 

v is ible f rom a number of  distant v iews and the s ignage at 

the top of the Tower acts as a v isual  way-f inding beacon.

View f rom New Oxford St reet V iew of  Tot tenham Court  Road

View f rom Earnshaw StreetV iew f rom St Gi les High St reet

APPROACH
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R IBA Journa l ,  January 1995 Bui ld ing,  May 1968

Troughton and Young Leaf le t Bu i ld ing,  May 1968

10.2 HERITAGE

The architectural  design epitomised the sty le of  the 1960’s, 

with textured facades providing visual  interest and shadow 

play.   The inter ior  l ight ing was produced by a manufacturer 

cal led Troughton & Young, who produced luminaires for the 

shared entrance and circulat ion areas, as wel l  as the off ices 

above.  This inter ior  l ight ing determined the appearance 

of the bui ldings after  dark,  as there is no record of any 

exter ior  architectural  l ight ing in the or ig inal  design. 

There have been a number of  l ight ing intervent ions on 

the Tower over i ts l i fet ime, including the addit ion of  the 

landmark i l luminated signage at roof level .   Images have 

also been found showing that the façade was f loodl i t  at 

some point re inforcing the texture of  the façade with a 

blanket of  l ight.

Most recent ly in the l i fe  of  the bui ld ing,  there is  no 

f loodl ight ing to the façade, but there is blue coloured l ight 

has been appl ied to the podium base and roof underside of 

the Tower and the i l luminated roof s ignage remains.

Floodl ight ing SchemeRIBA Journa l ,  January 1995
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10.3 IDENTITY

The ident i ty of  the Centre Point bui ld ings after-dark,  is 

largely determined by the posit ion from which the bui lding 

is v iewed.

From a distance, the ‘crown’ of  the Tower provides the 

ident i ty for the bui lding.  I t  def ines the highest point of  the 

bui lding, v is ible f rom the greatest distances, and current ly 

ident i f ies the name of the bui lding through the i l luminated 

signage.

From mid-distant v iews, the ident i ty of  the bui lding is 

determined by the facades of the Tower,  L ink and House.  

The inter ior  l ight ing def ines the use of space within the 

bui lding and i ts degree of inhabitat ion.

From the near v iew, the podium forms the ident i ty of 

the bui ldings.  The soff i ts of  the Link bui lding and the 

stairways, the facades at ground and f i rst  f loor level ,  and 

the surrounding publ ic realm.

The l ight ing approach must be careful ly considered to 

address each of these views, in order to create a cohesive 

ident i ty for the appearance of the overal l  development 

after-dark.

Floodl ight ing Scheme

Crown

FacadePodium
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10.4 FORM

There are  a  number  of  un ique e lements  wi th in  the 

architecture of  each bui lding that together produce the 

composi te  image of  the deve lopment .   The l ight ing 

approach for each of these elements must be considered 

both independent ly and as part  of  the whole.   The l ight ing 

approach for each element of  the bui lding must respond 

to the aesthet ic and funct ional  l ight ing requirements,  as 

wel l  as consider ing the mater ia l  ref lectance, colour and 

texture and i ts posit ion in the architectural  h ierarchy of the 

development.

The entrances into the bui ldings must be clear ly def ined in 

order to produce a legible publ ic realm that infers natural 

way-f inding.  The entrances must respond to the publ ic 

image of the bui lding, as wel l  as the pr ivate nature of  the 

resident ia l  bui ld ing funct ion.

The internal  l ight ing of the retai l  units wi l l  s igni f icant ly 

impact upon the image of the bui lding.  I t  is  proposed 

that retai l  guidel ines are developed so as to ensure that 

the i l luminated retai l  windows produce a harmonious l i t 

environment around the base of the bui ldings, making a 

posit ive contr ibut ion to the overal l  appearance and vis i tor 

exper ience of the s i te.

The l ight ing of the le isure and spa areas at the base of the 

tower wi l l  contrast with the inter ior  l ight ing of the retai l 

units,  with a more subt le approach.  This wi l l  contr ibute to 

the def in i t ion of  the form of the base of the Tower.

The internal  l ight ing of the Link bui lding wi l l  provide the 

v isual  connect ion between the Centre Point  bui ld ings.  

Given the s igni f icant expanse of glazing, including that of 

the ground f loor retai l  unit  below, careful  considerat ion of 

the internal  l ight ing is cr i t ical .

There are circulat ion spaces running vert ical ly up both 

s ides of the Tower,  up the edges of Centre Point House 

and the west facade of  the affordable housing.   The 

internal  i l luminat ion of these spaces wi l l  provide a vert ical 

cont inuity in terms of the inter ior  l ight ing.

Form d iagram

The occupancy of the resident ia l  apartments wi l l  provide 

a tapestry of  constant ly changing internal  l ight ing, both in 

terms of which apartments are occupied, but a lso in terms 

of the l ight intensity and colour temperature that indiv idual 

apartments choose to use.

The signage and roof edge provide the opportunity to 

‘crown’ the bui lding, def in ing the extent of  the height of 

the tower.

Entrance

Reta i l  + Le isure

L ink

Ver t ica l 

C i rcu lat ion

Sign

Occupancy
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I l luminat ing key soff i ts of  the Centre Point bui ld ings wi l l 

v isual ly l i f t  the form of the bui lding, posit ively contr ibut ing 

to the character of  the bui lding after  dark,  part icular ly at 

low level  when viewed from the publ ic realm.

10.5 LIGHT + SHADE

Consistent  in terna l  g low 

f rom sta i rcase

Random occupancy

Balcony unders ides

Sof f i t  and co lumns

Reta i l  g low

Sta i rs '   unders ide

L ink sof f i t
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Liv ing up to the image Enhancing the offer Enjoying the v iew

The bu i ld ing as a lantern Invert ing the shadows

10.6 THEMES

The bui lding as a lantern…

The i l luminat ion of  the in ter ior  spaces of  a  bu i ld ing 

signi f icant ly contr ibute to the image of the bui lding after 

dark.   By careful ly consider ing the inter ior  l ight ing within 

glazed areas, the bui lding can appear to be a lantern, 

reveal ing the internal  funct ions of the bui lding and creat ing 

a s i lhouette or the bui l t  form.  The inner edges of window 

reveals and overhangs become i l luminated by the inter ior 

l ight.

Invert ing the shadows…

All  areas of  a bui ld ing that are natural ly in shadow by 

day, are those surfaces that can contr ibute to the bui lding 

appear ing g loomy or  unsafe by n ight .   Bui ld ings are 

predominant ly v iewed from below, so i t  is  the soff i ts that 

v isual ly dominate the image of the bui lding.

Liv ing up to the image…

The bui lding ident i ty has a strong her i tage and the l ight ing 

approach must re inforce and enhance this image.

Enhancing the offer…

Light ing wi l l  be integrated into the development of  the 

scheme, so as to enhance the architecture and landscape, 

prov id ing in tangib le  the qua l i t ies  of  a tmosphere and 

character.   L ight can be incorporated into temporary and 

permanent artworks to further enhance the development.

Enjoying the v iew…

The l ight ing needs to respect the resident ia l  nature of  the 

apartments and protect their  v iews out over the London 

skyl ine.
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The development wi l l  be exper ienced as part  of  a journey 

and so considerat ion must be given to the distant v iew, the 

progressive approach, the arr ival  within the publ ic realm 

and the entrances into the bui ldings.  Each step of the 

journey needs to be addressed in terms of ensur ing that the 

l ight ing meets the aesthet ic and funct ional  requirements.

Distance V iew

10.7 JOURNEY

Invert ing the shadows
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Near V iewMid V iew
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Near V iew
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The publ ic realm l ight ing has been designed by Studio 

Fractal  in accordance with the landscape designed by 

Gi l lespies.   The l ight ing within the publ ic realm wi l l  have 

a s igni f icant impact upon the percept ion of the overal l 

development,  both in terms of the physical  appearance 

and f ix ing locat ions of the equipment used to achieve the 

scheme, as wel l  as the overal l  character and exper ience of 

the space.

Reviewing the proposed l ight ing design for the publ ic 

rea lm has ra ised some concerns about  the in tens i ty 

and uniformity of  the l ight,  as wel l  as the impact of  the 

proposed luminaire f ix ing locat ions on the external  image 

of the bui ldings, both by day and by night.

Light ing Standards

The l ight ing scheme proposes an i l luminat ion level  of  25 lux 

(maintained average) with a uni formity of  40% for the main 

open area of the new square,  r is ing to 34 lux (maintat ined 

average) beneath the l ink br idge.  These l ight levels are 

comparable to the l ight ing standards required for vehicular 

and pedestr ian conf l ict  zones (CE1/CE2).   The high level 

of  i l luminat ion and uniformity negate the opportunity to 

create an invi t ing space with an after-dark character that 

encourages people to enjoy the space, rather than just 

walk straight through i t .

In reviewing the Br i t ish Standards BS54891:2003 (Code of 

pract ice for the design of road l ight ing and publ ic amenity 

areas)  and EN 13201-2:2003 (Road l ight ing performance 

requirements) ,  i t  is  fe l t  that a much lower l ight ing standard 

could safely be appl ied to the publ ic realm.  I t  is  proposed 

that an average i l luminance of approximately 15 lux with 

a maximum uniformity of  30% could be appl ied to the 

per imeter of  the publ ic realm spaces, but that the l ight 

level  and uniformity to decrease further in the centre of 

the square.   This would result  in the provis ion of wel l 

i l luminated routes around the per imeter of  the space that 

feel  safe,  as wel l  as giv ing def in i t ion to the space.  A 

lower l ight level  in the centre of  the square wi l l  enable 

decorat ively i l luminated elements such as the trees,  to 

stand out to much greater effect.   The contrast in intensity 

L IGHTING STRATEGY

10.8 PUBLIC REALM: LIGHTING STANDARD		
COMMENTARY

across the publ ic realm wi l l  provide visual  interest and 

better intui t ive way-f inding.

Light ing Equipment

The publ ic realm l ight ing scheme proposes the use of 

column and bui lding-mounted luminaires.   There are some 

concerns over  the pos i t ions of  the bui ld ing mounted 

luminaires and their  potent ia l  detr imental  impact on the 

image of the bui ldings.  Given the above commentary 

about the need to reconsider the l ight ing standards, i t 

is  proposed that the l ight ing equipment and mount ing 

posit ions should also be reconsidered.  I f  a lower l ight 

level  is  to be appl ied, then smal ler,  lower power luminaires, 

f ixed at a lower height,  are l ikely to be more suitable.

Given the v isual  impact of  bui ld ing mounted luminaires, 

i t  is  proposed that any amendments to the publ ic realm 

l ight ing proposal  should be considered a longside the 

l ight ing proposals for the bui ldings themselves,  to avoid 

any conf l ict  of  interests.
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PUBLIC REALM: PRECEDENT

There are a number of  urban publ ic realm environments 

that provide a precedent for using a lower intensity of  l ight, 

that feel  both safe and visual ly appeal ing.

Queen’s Walk,  Southbank

1-5 lux average

The Southbank has a high footfal l ,  yet an extremely low 

average i l luminance level .   A greater l ight intensity is 

provided by l ight ing columns along the route immediately 

beside the water’s edge, but most people choose to walk 

along the tree avenue, in the lower level  of  l ight.   The space 

feels safe and wel l  i l luminated due to the l ight ing within the 

trees and concealed beneath the benches.  

Trafalgar Square

5-10 lux average, with a l ight level  of  less than 1 lux in the 

centre of  the square.

Trafalgar Square has a high pedestr ian footfal l  and has a 

large number of  tour ists who may not be fami l iar  with the 

space.  Compared with the numerical  recommendat ions of 

Light ing Standards, the l ight levels are very low, yet the 

space feels safe and wel l  i l luminated.  This is largely due 

to the i l luminat ion of vert ical  surfaces providing spat ia l 

awareness.

Wharf  Green, Swindon

13 lux average, 0.25 uni formity

Wharf  Green is located in a fa i r ly  rough area of Swindon, 

which would tradit ional ly be treated with high levels of  l ight 

in an attempt to make the space feel  safe.   Whi lst  the l ight 

levels are higher than the two precedents above, i t  is  the 

v isual  contrast f rom the i l luminated landscape elements 

that make the space feel  safe,  not the average i l luminance 

across the ground surface.  The landscape l ight ing br ings 

visual  contrast,  colour and texture to the environment.

Queen's Walk,  Southbank -  1-5 lux ave. Tra fa lgar  Square- 5-10 lux ave. Whar f  Green, Swindon -  13 lux ave. ,  0.25 un i formi ty 
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The character of  the publ ic realm after-dark is largely 

determined by the appl icat ion of  l ight.   Var iat ion in l ight 

intensity intr insical ly guides people through a space and 

provides visual  c lues as to the nature of  that part icular 

environment.   I l luminat ing vert ical  surfaces and elements 

within the landscape help provide spat ia l  awareness which 

in turn improves a feel ing of  safety,  without the need for a 

uni form blanket of  l ight across the ent i re space.

Extreme levels of  contrast in the after-dark environment, 

such as glowing l ight sources or glare sources, can make 

an environment seem darker than i t  is  and subsequent ly 

feel  less safe.   To encourage the use of a publ ic realm 

are after  dark,  l ight ing should provide suff ic ient l ight onto 

people’s faces to promote a percept ion of safety  

PUBLIC REALM: CHARACTER OF THE NEW 
PIAZZA

Royal  Fest iva l  Ha l l ,  LondonDevonshi re Square,  London New Street  Square,  London
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PUBLIC REALM: CHARACTER OF THE TOWER

The character of  tower architecture after-dark is largely 

determined by the l ight ing of the internal  spaces that is 

v is ible through the glazing.  For off ice bui ldings, i t  may be 

possible to have some level  of  cont inuity in the internal 

l ight ing,  to produce some consistency in the bui ld ing 

appearance.  This is the case for Mies van de Rohe’s 

Seagram buiding,  where the l ight ing designer Richard 

Kel ly designed a consistent l ight ing detai l  at  the glazing 

per imeter of  every f loor.   This type of approach would not 

be possible in a resident ia l  bui ld ing.

The typical  character of  a resident ia l  tower after-dark,  is 

one of a dark s i lhouette,  with a random tapestry of  internal 

i l luminat ion according to which apartments are inhabited 

at the t ime.  The reason that so few resident ia l  towers are 

external ly i l luminated is to protect the v iews out f rom the 

apartments.   There is no way to create cont inuity across 

the internal  residences, but consistency can be provided 

by the i l luminat ion of publ ic areas such as stair  cores,  and 

elements of  the façade that do not impact upon the v iews 

out f rom the apartments,  but that help to inform the image 

of the bui lding when viewed from the street.

Tre l l ick Tower Seagram Bui ld ing Barb ican
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Earnshaw Street

10.9 CENTRE POINT

Earnshaw Street

Centrepoint House is v iewed against a backdrop of the 

Tower when the development is v iewed from Earnshaw 

Street,  juxtaposing the bui lding elements in a sequence of 

incremental ly increasing scale.   The l ight ing approach must 

respond to this architectural  composit ion.

Retai l  + Leisure

The large expanse of glazed retai l  f rontage at ground 

level  wi l l  dominate the image of the ground f loor.   Retai l 

guidel ines wi l l  ensure that the inter ior  l ight ing, part icular ly 

in the window displays,  wi l l  have some visual  cont inuity 

between ad jo in ing un i ts ,  in  terms of  maximum l ight 

intensity,  hours of  operat ion and the use or restr ict ion of 

i l luminated signage.

Screen

The hor izontal  screen on the f i rst  f loor of  Centre Point 

House prov ides the opportun i ty  to  produce a  h igh ly 

textured i l luminated façade, accentuat ing the form of the 

architecture and invert ing the dayl i t  image of the screen 

by i l luminat ing those surfaces that are usual ly v iewed 

in shadow.  Given that there are retai l  units behind the 

screen, any external  architectural  l ight ing should have no 

detr imental  impact on the inter ior  space.

Stairs

The stairways of the both Centre Point House, the Tower 

and the affordable housing run up the edges of each of 

the bui ldings, providing the opportunity through the use of 

l ight to v isual ly ‘book-end’ the bui ldings.  As the stairways 

are publ ic areas within the otherwise resident ia l  bui ld ings, 

the i l luminat ion of the stairways enable there to be a 

consistent vert ical  l ight ing treatment on both bui ldings.  

The l ight ing control  of  these stairways wi l l  inform the 

external  image of the bui lding.

Occupancy

The resident ia l  nature of  the bui ldings means that there wi l l 

be a constant ly changing tapestry of  inhabitat ion,  v is ible 

through the windows of the apartments.   The l ight intensity 

and colour temperature wi l l  d i ffer  in every window.  I t 

is  therefore proposed that there are careful  appl icat ions 

of  arch i tectura l  l ight ing that  v isua l ly  t ie- together  the 

otherwise disparate l i t  image of the bui ldings.

Balconies

The balconies of  the resident ia l  apartments in Centre 

Point House, the Tower and the affordable housing are 

pr ivate spaces that wi l l  be i l luminated as determined by 

the inhabitant.   Whi lst  external  l ight ing for the benef i t  of 

the inhabitant’s use on the balcony may be designed into 

the apartment f i t-out,  providing the opportunity for some 

consistency in the l i t  appearance of the balconies,  the use 

of th is l ight ing cannot be enforced in pr ivate dwel l ings.   I t 

is  therefore proposed that any architectural  l ight ing appl ied 

to the bui lding façade for the benef i t  of  the image of the 

bui lding after-dark,  should not impinge upon the v iews out 

f rom the apartments.

Signage

The iconic s ignage at the top of the Centre Point Tower 

acts as a way-f inding tool  in the surrounding environment, 

as wel l  as announcing the development.   The means by 

which the s ignage is i l luminated must minimise the impact 

of  the i l luminat ion on the apartment that s i ts behind the 

letter ing.

Publ ic Realm

A gl impse of the publ ic realm is revealed at the corner of 

the affordable housing.  The l ight ing within this entrance to 

the publ ic realm must be invi t ing,  providing a f lavour of  the 

character of  the publ ic square.
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New Publ ic Square

New Publ ic Square

The view when stood within the publ ic square reveals the 

ful l  breadth of  the architectural  forms and the composit ion 

of  the l ight ing approach. 

Entrance

The bui lding entrances must stand out f rom the general 

publ ic areas after-dark,  so that people are able to natural ly 

navigate through the space without being ent i re ly re l iant 

upon signage.  This may be achieved by the i l luminat ion of 

the pi lot is that f lank the bui lding entrance.

Retai l  + Leisure

The per imeter of  the publ ic square wi l l  largely be determined 

by the appearance of the retai l  units behind their  g lazed 

façade.  The window displays may produce considerable 

spi l l  l ight ing into the square,  so i t  is  imperat ive that some 

degree of l ight ing control  is  incorporated into the tenant 

guidel ines.

Link

The Link Bui lding is the architectural  connect ion between 

the Centre Point House and Tower and the l ight ing provides 

the opportunity to v isual ly connect the bui ldings after 

dark,  into a composite whole.   The undersides of the 

soff i ts are highly v is ible through the glazed facades.  The 

i l luminat ion of these soff i ts would reveal  their  form, as wel l 

as v isual ly l i f t ing those areas that t radit ional ly may have 

been perceived as being gloomy or feel  dangerous.  The 

i l luminat ion of the Link soff i ts within the glazing enclosed 

retai l  units wi l l  need to be careful ly considered so as not 

to conf l ict  with the tenant inter ior  design.

Screen 

The l ight ing approach for the Centre Point House screen 

wi l l  be the same on both s ides of the bui lding.  This 

i l luminated façade wi l l  enhance the sense of enclosure 

within the square.

Stairs

A consistent inter ior  l ight ing approach appl ied within the 

stair  core provides an i l luminated vert ical  edge that f lanks 

both s ides of the tower.   The plant rooms mirror the stair 

core locat ion on both ends of the bui lding and also provide 

the opportunity to produce a consistent l ight ing approach 

on al l  four vert ical  edges of the bui lding. 

Publ ic Realm

The publ ic  rea lm l ight ing shou ld  create  an inv i t ing 

environment,  with intensity contrast that provides visual 

interest,  ensures that l ight is appl ied only where i t  is 

needed to create a space that feels safe and vibrant after-

dark.
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New Publ ic Square f rom Centre Point  Tower

New Publ ic Square v iewed from above

It  should be remembered that the Publ ic Square is not only 

exper ienced at ground level ,  but is a lso v iewed from the 

numerous resident ia l  apartments above.  The view from 

above reveals the ful l  composit ion of  the square.   The 

publ ic realm l ight ing scheme must be designed bear ing 

this in mind.
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Given the expanse of retai l  f rontages that ground the 

Centre  Point  deve lopment ,  i t  is  proposed that  some 

guidel ines are wri t ten into the retai l  tenant agreements to 

ensure that the s ignage of each indiv idual  retai l  unit  does 

not become too visual ly dominant.   Ensur ing that a l l  retai l 

s ignage is set behind the façade glazing is one way to 

provide some consistency in the appearance of the s ignage 

between di fferent units.   I t  is  suggested that a l l  s ignage 

design proposals be reviewed pr ior to their  instal lat ion to 

ensure that any integrated l ight ing does not conf l ict  with 

the overal l  character of  the development.

I t  is  suggested that the s ignage guidel ines ensure that 

some level  of  t ransparency is retained through every retai l 

façade.  This is part icular ly re levant for the retai l  units 

beneath the Link bui lding where the ful ly glazed facades 

have been designed to maintain the or ig inal  architectural 

form.  I f  large video screens or other i l luminated surfaces 

are to be instal led, i t  is  suggested that these must use 

an open-weave or c lear infrastructure that st i l l  faci l i tates 

v iews through/between the screen elements.  

10.10 RETAIL SIGNAGE GUIDELINES

Li t  s ignage: st reet  v iew

LED rods:  in terna l  v iew

LED rods:  s t reet  v iew

Li t  s ignage: in terna l  v iew


