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PREFACE

This report accompanies the application for Listed Building Consent to carry out alterations to 7 Stone Buildings, Lincoln's Inn to infill openings at second floor level with a glazed door & screens to control access to the second floor barristers chambers.
The report is made on behalf of Maitland Chambers. 

In preparing the applications and accompanying documents we have followed the recommendations of P.P.G. Note 15 (Planning & the Historic Environment) as well as English Heritage's "Information Required in Application for Listed Building Consent".

The report deals briefly with the history and development of Stone Buildings and provides additional information about No. 7 in particular. 

The strategy of the proposed alterations and their careful detailing have been based on our experience with dealing with similar projects within Lincoln's Inn, and providing the information normally required by English Heritage and The London Borough of Camden.

STONE BUILDINGS

Stone Buildings comprise a set of seven chambers.  Nos. 1 and 2 constructed in 1780; Nos. 3 to 6 constructed in 1775 all by Sir Robert Taylor; No. 7 constructed in 1845 by P. Hardwick, the whole forming a group of classical style buildings faced in stone.
Nos. 1 and 2 form the north end of the street; Nos. 3 to 7 the east side, with No. 7 forming a pavilion at the end of the row.

All the buildings are on three storeys, over a basement and attic floor .  Nos. 1 and 2 with three windows each; Nos. 3 to 6 with twenty-three windows in all and No. 7 with five windows.

Lower ground floors are formed in brick beneath the stone band at ground floor level.  The ground floor level is rusticated with arched openings of keys and voussoirs with impost bands.  Windows are in shallow ashlar recesses.  Doors in shallow stuccoed recesses.

There is a continuous plain band at first floor level with a continuous sill band at first floor level.  No. 1 with paired Corinthian pilasters above the entrance.  No. 7 with six engaged Corinthian columns with modillion cornice with balustrade above.  The south elevation (No. 7) with pilasters, coupled at flanks.

The west elevation facing the Lincoln's Inn north lawns is similar to the east but with a symmetrical façade of twenty-one windows between pedimented end projections of five windows and one widow on the internal return.
The whole group of buildings are Grade I listed.  The buildings are soundly constructed, well detailed and have worn well over the last 200 or so years.
NO. 7 STONE BUILDINGS

No. 7 is the terminus of the west terrace and is wider than No. 6 being on the square, with elevations to the west, south and east.  The plan form is completely different in concept.  The rooms are arranged on the west, east and south side of a main colonnaded atrium on the ground and first floors.  At first floor level the atrium rises up through the second floor to a large glazed rooflight at third floor level.  Access to the second floor is by a gallery and on to the third residential floor by a corridor angled around the rooflight.  This atrium is spectacular at both the ground and upper floor levels.  On the north side of the atrium is a spacious but austere staircase.

There was considerable damage to the whole of Stone Buildings during the War of 1939/45, and in 1950/52 the western part was restored with roof level residential extensions.  At this time some modernisation of the interior was undertaken and this included the stair linking the ground and lower ground floor levels.

THE PROPOSALS

The plan form of the building is interesting with the ground, first and second floors laid out in the manner of an Italian palazzo with suites of rooms opening off an internal gallery and atrium which is arcaded. 
These galleries surround an atrium which is floored over at first floor level, there is evidence to suggest this may be a later intervention, and covered at second floor level by a steel and glass lantern. 
The third or attic floor is accessed from an open gallery which runs round this lantern.
The gallery at second floor level is of cantilevered stone slabs with extended moulded stone brackets and an iron balustrade.

The intention is to infill the arcades at second floor level with a glass door on one of the openings and glazed screens in the others to secure the access to the suite of rooms behind.

The proposed works are fully reversible with the door and screens easily removed and the necessary fixings made good.
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