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DP31: Provision of, and improvements
to, open space and outdoor sport and
recreation facilities

31.1 Public open space and outdoor sport and recreation facilities are of great importance in Camden
in terms of health, play, culture, social interaction, biodiversity, growing food and in providing
breaks in our built-up area. The borough has over 250 designated parks and open spaces,
ranging from local play areas to Hampstead Heath. Our open spaces include parks, natural green
spaces, play spaces, outdoor sport and recreation facilities, community gardens and allotments;
while sports and recreation facilities include sports halls, swimming pools and tennis courts.
There are large discrepancies across the borough with regards to open space provision. Some
areas have low levels of open space with limited opportunities for additional spaces to be
provided, while other areas have large metropolitan or regional parks, which provide for a range of
open space uses.

31.2 Camden Core Strategy policy CS15 – Protecting and improving our parks and open spaces and
encouraging biodiversity protects Camden’s limited open space and seeks to secure additional
open space as well as improvements to existing open spaces. Core Strategy policy CS10 –
Supporting community facilities and services promotes the provision of community facilities
including open space and outdoor sports and leisure facilities. Policy DP31 helps to deliver the
strategy set out in Core Strategy policy CS15 – Protecting and improving our parks and open
spaces and encouraging biodiversity by giving further detail on how we will secure the provision
and improvements to open space, sport and recreation facilities. Policy DP31 should be read in
conjunction with Core Strategy policies CS15 and CS10. We will use Camden’s Site Allocations
document to promote areas and development sites where the Council will expect new public
open space to be incorporated within development proposals.

Open space standard
31.3 The Camden Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study Update 2008 found that Camden has

17sqm of open space per person, applying the assessment method outlined in Planning Policy
Guidance 17: Planning for open space, sport and recreation. In accordance with PPG17, parts of
the borough that do not have access to 17sqm of open space are considered to be deficient in
open space. However, there are large discrepancies in the provision of open space across
Camden due to the presence of Hampstead Heath, Regent’s Park and Primrose Hill. For example,
Kentish Town and the western part of Camden have an average of 2sqm of open space per
person living in the area, while the residents and occupiers of the Hampstead and Highgate areas
have 85sqm of open space per person. Given these large discrepancies, the Core Strategy
outlines and identified areas that are considered to have an under-provision of open space. When

To ensure the quantity and quality of open space and outdoor sport and recreation facilities in
Camden are increased and deficiencies and under provision are not made worse, the Council
will only grant planning permission for development that is likely to lead to an increased use of
public open space where an appropriate contribution to the supply of open space is made.
Priority will be given to the provision of publicly accessible open space.
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the amount of open space is averaged out for the areas without one of the large parks mentioned
above, there is approximately 9sqm of open space per person in the borough. The Council will
therefore apply a standard of 9 sqm per person when assessing the appropriate contributions to
open space from residential developments.

31.4 Camden’s Central London area experiences additional pressure on its limited open space from the
substantial number of people who work in the area. The Camden Open Space, Sport and
Recreation Study Update 2008 found that there is 0.74sqm of open space per worker within Central
London. To ensure that this situation is not made worse, the Council will apply a standard of 0.74sq
m of open space per person when assessing appropriate contributions to open space from
commercial developments in Central London. In accordance with the Camden Open Space, Sport
and Recreation Study Update 2008 we will consider 19sqm of commercial floorspace as catering
for one worker.

31.5 When assessing the amount of open space to be provided, the Council will take account of a
development’s contribution towards other policy aims and priorities. Our priority for open space
provision is for on-site public open space provision. Where on-site open space is provided we will
take into account the characteristics of the site and its relationship with adjoining development
when negotiating the level of open space provision.

Developments considered to increase demand for open space
31.6 All developments that increase the demand for public open space facilities will be expected to

make an appropriate contribution to meeting that additional demand. Schemes considered to
increase the demand for public open space are:

• schemes of 5 or more additional dwellings;

• student housing schemes creating 10 or more units/rooms or occupiers; and

• developments of 500sqm or more of floorspace that are likely to increase the resident, worker or
visitor populations of the borough.

Open space priorities and thresholds for types of open space
provision

31.7 Camden’s Core Strategy identifies areas with an under-provision of open space as well as areas
deficient in open space (see policy CS15). In these areas, the priority will be for the provision of
open space on development sites. Our Site Allocations Local Development Framework document
will identify development sites considered suitable to provide open space on the site. Any other
sites that would result in an increased demand for open space and meet the thresholds in the Table
1 below will also be expected to provide open space on site. We will expect on-site open space to
be incorporated from the initial layout and design stage to ensure its inclusion in development
proposals. The Council’s priority for on-site provision will be play and informal recreation facilities
for children and young people and provision for residents, especially allotment or community
garden space where these are appropriate. Further details on the type of open space sought is set
out in our Camden Planning Guidance supplementary document.
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Table 1. Thresholds for open space provision on-site

(Camden Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study Update 2008)

31.8 The Camden Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study Update 2008 also identifies needs and
recommends approaches for play space, natural and semi-natural green space and allotments.
As a guide, 2.5sqm of the 9sqm of open space provision expected should be in the form of child
play space. In addition, no more than 4.5sqm of the 9sqm should be provided as natural green
space, except where the improvement is to a Site of Nature Conservation Importance or a local
nature reserve where it may be appropriate for all open space provision to be for natural green
space improvements. The Council will seek open space that is predominantly soft landscaping and
not substantially paved. Areas that need to be paved because of the number of anticipated
pedestrians may not be considered to contribute towards the open space provision; for example
where the paved area is narrow and does not form part of a wider open space so there would be
no opportunity for it to be used for amenity purposes. Due to the very high demand and limited
possibilities to provide new allotments or community gardens, they should be provided, wherever
possible.

31.9 Many development sites will be too small to provide open space on-site. Where this is the case,
developments should provide an appropriate financial contribution towards improving existing
open space. When assessing the level of contribution, the Council will also take into account any
contribution made by private amenity space, private open space and other land (although these
types of provision are not considered a substitute for public open space). Please see Camden
Planning Guidance for further details on the types of open space and our approach to open space
contributions.

Type Threshold

Public open space 100 dwellings or 30,000sqm of any floorspace

Children’s play space – ‘Doorstep’
‘Local’
‘Neighbourhood’

60 dwellings
100 dwellings
150 dwellings

Natural and semi-natural greenspace 60 dwellings

Allotments 200 dwellings
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31.10 The Council will seek opportunities to bring private open space into public use and for development
sites adjacent to existing open space to increase the size of the open space, where practicable. We
are especially keen to secure vacant land as open space for nature conservation use.

31.11 The Camden Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study Update 2008 also includes
recommendations on how to best meet our open space needs and priorities. We will use these
recommendations when negotiating open space provision, as well as the Council’s Open Space
Strategy for Camden 2006-2011, existing plans for the management of open space, and the site’s
proximity to deficiencies and under provision in open space. We will also take into account exercise
rates and obesity levels in the surrounding area. Our Camden Planning Guidance supplementary
document provides further details on how open space should be provided and how it will secured
by the Council.

Key evidence and references

• Camden Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study Update; Atkins; 2008

• Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 17 : Planning for open space, sport and recreation; ODPM;
2004

• The London Plan (consolidated with Alterations since 2004); Mayor of London; 2008

• Supplementary Planning Guidance: Providing for Children and Young People’s Play and
Informal Recreation; Mayor of London; 2008.

• Open space strategy for Camden 2006-2011
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