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Design Process, Appearance & Access 
 
Key points 
 
The property is the ground floor flat of a five storey semi detached property. 
The property is located in the Belsize conservation area, sub area One, Belsize Park 
 
The proposed application is for a minor alteration to the rear elevation. A simple enlargement of a window to allow 
for a set of French doors to the garden  
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Statutory Context 
 
The following framework documents are referred to:  
 



 - 3 - 

National Framework 
 
Communities & Local Government 
Planning Policy Statement 5 
Planning for the Historic Environment 
 
Policy HE7: Policy principles guiding the determination of applications for consent relating to all heritage assets 
 
HE7.5 Local planning authorities should take into account the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to 
the character and local distinctiveness of the historic environment. The consideration of design should include scale, height, 
massing, alignment, materials and use. 
 
ANNEX 2: TERMINOLOGY 
 
CONSERVATION 
The process of maintaining and managing change to a heritage asset in a way that sustains 
and where appropriate enhances its significance. 
 
In our view the proposed works are respectful of the local heritage and seek to celebrate and enhance the historical 
character.  
The development seeks to enhance the local heritage by creating a contemporary new addition that responds to 
current needs. 
 
English Heritage (EH) 
 
CONSERVATION PRINCIPLES POLICIES AND GUIDANCE  
FOR THE SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF THE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 
 
Assessing Heritage Significance 
 
Understand the fabric and evolution of the place  
62 To identify the cultural and natural heritage values of a place, its history, fabric and character must first be understood. This 
should include its origins, how and why it has changed over time (and will continue to change if undisturbed), the form and 
condition of its constituent elements and materials, the technology of its construction, any habitats it provides, and comparison 
with similar places. Its history of ownership may be relevant, not only to its heritage values, but also to its current state.  
 
We would like to see this statement from EH as an acknowledgement that change is a natural and welcome process. 
Granted the historical character of the property should be preserved and enhanced where possible but changes and 
additions from part of the natural development of buildings. 
 

Local Development Framework 
 
Mayor of London 
The London Plan 
Spatial Development Strategy for Greater London 
 
Policy Areas 
 
Design principles 
 
4B.1 Design principles for a compact city 
 
The Mayor will, and boroughs should, seek to ensure that developments should: 
 
    * maximise the potential of sites 
    * promote high quality inclusive design and create or enhance the public realm 
    * contribute to adaptation to, and mitigation of, the effects of climate change 
    * respect local context, history, built heritage, character and communities 
    * provide for or enhance a mix of uses 
    * be accessible, usable and permeable for all users 
    * be sustainable, durable and adaptable in terms of design, construction and use (see Chapter 4A) 
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    * address security issues and provide safe, secure and sustainable environments (policy 4B.6) 
    * be practical and legible 
    * be attractive to look at and, where appropriate, inspire, excite and delight 
    * respect the natural environment and biodiversity, and enhance green networks and the Blue Ribbon Network 
    * address health inequalities (policy 3A.23). 
 
These principles should be used in assessing planning applications and in drawing up area planning frameworks and DPD 
policies. Design and access statements showing how they have been incorporated should be submitted with proposals to 
illustrate their impacts. 
 
 
We would like to offer that in the spirit of the London Plan the proposed development seeks to maximize the use of 
the historical property. 
 
 

Council Policy 
 
Extract from the GIS Interactive planning map: 
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Camden Local Plan 2017 
 

Policy G1 Delivery and location of growth  

The Council will create the conditions for growth to deliver the homes, jobs, infrastructure and facilities to meet Camden’s 
identified needs and harness the benefits for those who live and work in the borough.  

Delivery of growth  

The Council will deliver growth by securing high quality development and promoting the most efficient use of land and buildings 
in Camden by:  

1. supporting development that makes best use of its site, taking into account quality of design, its surroundings, 
sustainability, amenity, heritage, transport accessibility and any other considerations relevant to the site;  

 
 
In line with Policy G1, we would like to offer the proposal makes best use of the site taking into account quality of 
design, its surroundings, sustainability, amenity and heritage. 
 

Policy A1 Managing the impact of development  

The Council will seek to protect the quality of life of occupiers and neighbours. We will grant permission for 
development unless this causes unacceptable harm to amenity.  

We will:  

1. seek to ensure that the amenity of communities, occupiers and neighbours is protected;  
2. seek to ensure development contributes towards strong and successful communities by balancing the needs 

of development with the needs and characteristics of local areas and communities;  
3. resist development that fails to adequately assess and address transport impacts affecting communities, 

occupiers, neighbours and the existing transport network; and  
4. require mitigation measures where necessary.  

The factors we will consider include:  

5. visual privacy, outlook;  
6. sunlight, daylight and overshadowing;  
7. artificial lighting levels;  
8. transport impacts, including the use of Transport Assessments, Travel Plans and Delivery and Servicing 

Management Plans;  
9. impacts of the construction phase, including the use of Construction Management Plans;  
10. noise and vibration levels;  
11. odour, fumes and dust;  
12. microclimate;  
13. contaminated land; and  
14. impact upon water and wastewater infrastructure. 
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The proposed works are minor in nature 
 

Policy A3 Biodiversity  

The Council will protect and enhance sites of nature conservation and biodiversity. We will:  

1. designate and protect nature conservation sites and safeguard protected and priority habitats and species;  
2. grant permission for development unless it would directly or indirectly result in the loss or harm to a designated 

nature conservation site or adversely affect the status or population of priority habitats and species;  
3. seek the protection of other features with nature conservation value, including gardens, wherever possible;  

4. assess developments against their ability to realise benefits for biodiversity through the layout, design and materials 
used in the built structure and landscaping elements of a proposed development, proportionate to the scale of 
development proposed;  

5. secure improvements to green corridors, particularly where a development scheme is adjacent to an existing corridor;  
6. seek to improve opportunities to experience nature, in particular where such opportunities are lacking;  
7. require the demolition and construction phase of development, including the movement of works vehicles, to be 

planned to avoid disturbance to habitats and species and ecologically sensitive areas, and the spread of invasive 
species;  

8. secure management plans, where appropriate, to ensure that nature conservation objectives are met; and  
9. work with The Royal Parks, The City of London Corporation, the London Wildlife Trust, friends of park groups and 

local nature conservation groups to protect and improve open spaces and nature conservation in Camden.  

Trees and vegetation  

The Council will protect, and seek to secure additional, trees and vegetation. We will:  

10. resist the loss of trees and vegetation of significant amenity, historic, cultural or ecological value including proposals 
which may threaten the continued wellbeing of such trees and vegetation;  

11. require trees and vegetation which are to be retained to be satisfactorily protected during the demolition and 
construction phase of development in line with BS5837:2012 ‘Trees in relation to Design, Demolition and 
Construction’ and positively integrated as part of the site layout;  

12. expect replacement trees or vegetation to be provided where the loss of significant trees or vegetation or harm to the 
wellbeing of these trees and vegetation has been justified in the context of the proposed development;  

13. expect developments to incorporate additional trees and vegetation wherever possible.  

 
The proposed works have no negative effect on the requirements set out under Policy A3 
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Policy A4 Noise and vibration  

The Council will seek to ensure that noise and vibration is controlled and managed.  

Development should have regard to Camden’s Noise and Vibration Thresholds (Appendix 3). We will not grant planning 
permission for:  

1. development likely to generate unacceptable noise and vibration impacts; or  
2. development sensitive to noise in locations which experience high levels of noise, unless appropriate attenuation 

measures can be provided and will not harm the continued operation of existing uses.  

We will only grant permission for noise generating development, including any plant and machinery, if it can be operated 
without causing harm to amenity. We will also seek to minimise the impact on local amenity from deliveries and from the 
demolition and construction phases of development.  

The proposed works have no negative effect on the requirements set out under Policy A4. During the construction 
period all activities will conform to the Health and Saftey requirements determined by local and ntionl statuttory 
requirements.  
 

Policy D1 Design  

The Council will seek to secure high quality design in development. The Council will require that development:  

1. respects local context and character;  
2. preserves or enhances the historic environment and heritage assets in accordance with Policy D2 Heritage;  
3. is sustainable in design and construction, incorporating best practice in resource management and climate change 

mitigation and adaptation;  
4. is of sustainable and durable construction and adaptable to different activities and land uses;  
5. comprises details and materials that are of high quality and complement the local character;  
6. integrates well with the surrounding streets and open spaces, improving movement through the site and wider area 

with direct, accessible and easily recognisable routes and contributes positively to the street frontage;  
7. is inclusive and accessible for all;  
8. promotes health;  
9. is secure and designed to minimise crime and antisocial behaviour;  
10. responds to natural features and preserves gardens and other open space;  
11. incorporates high quality landscape design (including public art, where appropriate) and maximises opportunities for 

greening for example through planting of trees and other soft landscaping,  
12. incorporates outdoor amenity space;  
13. preserves strategic and local views;  
14. for housing, provides a high standard of accommodation; and  
15. carefully integrates building services equipment.  

The Council will resist development of poor design that fails to take the opportunities available for improving the character and 
quality of an area and the way it functions.  

The proposed works respect the local context, character and heritage. 
The construction will be of high quality, where possible minimum building regulation standards will be improved on.  
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Policy D2 Heritage  

The Council will preserve and, where appropriate, enhance Camden’s rich and diverse heritage assets and their settings, 
including conservation areas, listed buildings, archaeological remains, scheduled ancient monuments and historic parks and 
gardens and locally listed heritage assets.  

Designated heritage assets  

Designed heritage assets include conservation areas and listed buildings. 
The Council will not permit the loss of or substantial harm to a designated heritage asset, including conservation areas and 
Listed Buildings, unless it can be demonstrated that the substantial harm or loss is necessary to achieve substantial public 
benefits that outweigh that harm or loss, or all of the following apply:  

1. the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site;  
2. no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium term through appropriate marketing that will 

enable its conservation;  
3. conservation by grant-funding or some form of charitable or public ownership is demonstrably not possible; and  
4. the harm or loss is outweighed by the benefit of bringing the site back into use.  

The Council will not permit development that results in harm that is less than substantial to the significance of a designated 
heritage asset unless the public benefits of the proposal convincingly outweigh that harm.  

Conservation areas  

Conservation areas are designated heritage assets and this section should be read in conjunction with the section above headed 
‘designated heritage assets’. In order to maintain the character of Camden’s conservation areas, the Council will take account of 
conservation area statements, appraisals and management strategies when assessing applications within conservation areas.  

The Council will:  

5. require that development within conservation areas preserves or, where possible, enhances the character or 
appearance of the area;  

6. resist the total or substantial demolition of an unlisted building that makes a positive contribution to the character or 
appearance of a conservation area;  

7. resist development outside of a conservation area that causes harm to the character or appearance of that 
conservation area; and  

8. preserve trees and garden spaces which contribute to the character and appearance of a conservation area or which 
provide a setting for Camden’s architectural heritage.  

 
The proposed works will be sympathetic and in line with the design standards of the period property 
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Camden Planning Guidance  
 
CPG Altering and extending your home (2019) 
 

3.1  

Camden Planning Guidance - Altering and extending your home 3. Extensions: rear and side  

Good practice principles  

The following considerations should be reflected in an extension to ensure it is not insensitively or inappropriately designed and 
to ensure it does not spoil the appearance of the property or group of properties or harm the amenity of neighbouring 
properties. Proposals should:  

1. be secondary to the building being extended, in relation to its location, form, scale, proportions, dimensions and 
detailing;  

2. be built from materials that are sympathetic to the existing building wherever possible  
3. respect and preserve the original design and proportions of the building, including its architectural period and style;  
4. respect and preserve existing architectural features, such as projecting bays, decorative balconies or chimney stacks;  
5. respect and preserve the historic pattern and established townscape of the surrounding area, including the ratio of 

built to unbuilt space;  
6. not cause a loss of amenity to adjacent properties with regard to daylight, sunlight, outlook, light pollution/spillage, 

privacy. Please ensure the extension complies with the 45 degree test and 25 degree test as set out in the CPG for 
Amenity – or demonstrate BRE compliance via a daylight test.  

7. allow for the retention of a reasonably sized garden;  
8. retain the open character of existing natural landscaping and garden amenity, including that of neighbouring 

properties, proportionate to that of the surrounding area.  
9. allow for the retention of wildlife corridors, in particular at the end of streets  

 
The rear part of the building is not visible from anywhere.  
 

 
Conclusion 
 
In our opinion the proposal complies with all the requirements established in the national 
and local Development Framework and the Design Guidelines amongst others.  
 
Use 
 
The current use of residential is maintained. 
 
Layout 
 
The internal layout remains exactly the same, access from the highway remains the same. 
The only change to the internal layout . 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sebastian Camisuli 
 
On behalf of: 
Martins Camisuli Architects 


