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Dear Sir/Madam


DECISION

Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Listed Building Consent Granted
Address: 

British Museum

Great Russell Street

London

WC1E 7JW
Proposal:

Internal and external works involving provision of temporary means of escape from Level 2 of South Wing for duration of planned construction works in relation to South West Energy Centre. 

	Drawing Nos: Site Location Plan; SW001-WWA-1020-C-DDG-A-1906 rev C04 - Existing & Demolition Plans; SW001-WWA-1020-C-DDG-A-1907 rev C05 - Proposed Plan; SW001-WWA-1020-C-DDG-A-1977 rev C05 - South Wing Escape Door Details; SW001-WWA-1020-C-DDG-A-1985 rev C02 - Colonnade Escape Door Details; SW001-WWA-1020-C-DDG-A-1986 rev C02 - Lobby Escape Door Details; Cover Letter dated 12/12/2024 including Design and Access and Heritage Statement; Design Statement.


The Council has considered your application and decided to grant Listed Building Consent subject to the following condition(s):

Conditions And Reasons:

	1
	The works hereby permitted shall be begun not later than the end of three years from the date of this consent.

Reason: In order to comply with the provisions of Section 18 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.



	2
	The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the following approved plans: 

Site Location Plan; SW001-WWA-1020-C-DDG-A-1906 rev C04 - Existing & Demolition Plans; SW001-WWA-1020-C-DDG-A-1907 rev C05 - Proposed Plan; SW001-WWA-1020-C-DDG-A-1977 rev C05 - South Wing Escape Door Details; SW001-WWA-1020-C-DDG-A-1985 rev C02 - Colonnade Escape Door Details; SW001-WWA-1020-C-DDG-A-1986 rev C02 - Lobby Escape Door Details; Cover Letter dated 12/12/2024 including Design and Access and Heritage Statement; Design Statement.

Reason: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the building in accordance with the requirements of policy D2 of the Camden Local Plan 2017.



	3
	All new work and work of making good shall be carried out to match the existing adjacent work as closely as possible in materials and detailed execution. 

Reason: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the building in accordance with the requirements of policy D2 of the Camden Local Plan 2017.



	4
	The works hereby approved are for a temporary period only and shall be removed within 6 months of the British Museum's Energy Centre Programme noisy works period ending (unless otherwise agreed in advance in writing by the local planning authority), for which they are required.

Reason: The type of works are not such as the local planning authority is prepared to approve, other than in exceptional circumstances and for the limited period required, in view of their appearance and their impact on the special interest of the listed building. The permanent retention of the works would be contrary to the requirements of policy D1 and D2 of the London Borough of Camden Local Plan 2017.



	5
	Prior to the removal of the temporary means of escape works at the end of the noisy works period, a method statement, including details of the removal of all temporary installations and the making good of historic fabric, shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. The relevant part of the works shall not be carried out otherwise than in accordance with the details thus approved. 

Reason: In order to safeguard the special architectural and historic interest of the building in accordance with the requirements of policy D2 of the Camden Local Plan 2017.




Informative(s):

	1 
	Reasons for granting listed building consent:

The application site is the grade I listed British Museum situated on the north side of Great Russell Street within the Bloomsbury Conservation Area. The original portions of the building date from 1823-47 and were built to the designs of Robert Smirke. Constructed of Portland stone it was originally planned as a big quadrangle with an open central courtyard. The building consists of two principal storeys and adheres to the Greek Revival style in the most part. Later additions include the Sydney Smirke-designed Round Reading Room dating from 1854-57 and the Norman Foster-designed Great Court millennium scheme.

Listed building consent is sought for internal and external works involving provision of temporary means of escape from the south-west part of the Museum, namely Level 2 of the South Wing, for the duration of the planned construction works in relation to the South West Energy Centre. The proposed means of escape is required to allow public galleries and staff areas to remain open and functional throughout the construction period. To facilitate the route, interventions to the existing fabric are necessary for compliance with fire-safety regulations which have been designed so that the existing configuration can be reinstated on completion of the Energy Centre Programme. The proposals comprise:-

- Formation of a door opening between Gallery 5 and the adjacent staircase for an emergency staff exit from the New Wing, involving the insertion of precast concrete lintels to create an opening in the existing masonry wall, the installation of a timber fire doorset and linings, and a flush oak veneer door leaf to match the existing gallery doors. 

- Removal of double leaf doors between Level 2 corridor and lobby and their safe storage at the Museum's offsite storage facility, in order to provide an unobstructed exit for staff and visitors. The existing door frames and architraves will remain in situ.

- Removal of existing modern door closer devices to external double doors to South Colonnade and installation of automatic door opening devices on their inner faces. The modern lockcase will be replaced to make the locking compatible with the operation of the opening device. All historical ironmongery items, including door handles and hinges, will remain in situ.  Building regulations require infrared safety sensors to be installed at the top corner of the inner and outer faces of each door leaf, to prevent finger trapping. All devices will be finished in a RAL colour to match the oak door joinery.

The proposed works are essential for the ongoing operation of the Museum during the planned construction works, and have been designed to be temporary and reversible so as to minimise harm to the special interest of the grade I listed building and to the character and appearance of the conservation area. 

Public consultation was undertaken by means of a site notice and a press notice, but no responses were received. Historic England was consulted and responded on 23/12/2024, authorising the Council to determine the application as it sees fit.  A stamped version of Historic England's letter was received from the Secretary of State dated 23/12/2024.  The site's planning history was taken into account when arriving at this decision.

Special regard has been attached to the desirability of preserving the listed building and its features of special architectural or historic interest, under s.16 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended by the Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Act (ERR) 2013. 

As such, the proposal is in general accordance with policy D2 of the Camden Local Plan 2017. The proposed development also accords with the London Plan 2021 and the National Planning Policy Framework 2024.



	2 
	Your proposals may be subject to control under the Building Regulations and/or the London Buildings Acts that cover aspects including fire and emergency escape, access and facilities for people with disabilities and sound insulation between dwellings. You are advised to consult the Council's Building Control Service, Camden Town Hall, Judd St, Kings Cross, London NW1 2QS (tel: 020-7974 6941).



	3 
	You are advised that any works of alterations or upgrading not included on the approved drawings which are required to satisfy Building Regulations or Fire Certification may require a further application for listed building consent.



	4 
	This approval does not authorise the use of the public highway.  Any requirement to use the public highway, such as for hoardings, temporary road closures and suspension of parking bays, will be subject to approval of relevant licence from the Council's Streetworks Authorisations & Compliance Team, 5 Pancras Square c/o Town Hall, Judd Street London WC1H 9JE (Tel. No 020 7974 4444). Licences and authorisations need to be sought in advance of proposed works. Where development is subject to a Construction Management Plan (through a requirement in a S106 agreement), no licence or authorisation will be granted until the Construction Management Plan is approved by the Council.



	5 
	Noise from demolition and construction works is subject to control under the Control of Pollution Act 1974.  You must carry out any building works that can be heard at the boundary of the site only between 08.00 and 18.00 hours Monday to Friday and 08.00 to 13.00 on Saturday and not at all on Sundays and Public Holidays.  You are advised to consult the Council's Noise and Licensing Enforcement Team, Camden Town Hall, Judd St, Kings Cross, London NW1 2QS  (Tel. No. 020 7974 4444 or search for 'environmental health' on the Camden website or seek prior approval under Section 61 of the Act if you anticipate any difficulty in carrying out construction other than within the hours stated above.



	6 
	All works should be conducted in accordance with the Camden Minimum Requirements - a copy is available on the Council's website (search for ‘Camden Minimum Requirements’ at www.camden,gov.uk) or contact the Council's Noise and Licensing Enforcement Team, 5 Pancras Square c/o Town Hall, Judd Street London WC1H 9JE (Tel. No. 020 7974 4444)

Noise from demolition and construction works is subject to control under the Control of Pollution Act 1974. You must carry out any building works that can be heard at the boundary of the site only between 08.00 and 18.00 hours Monday to Friday and 08.00 to 13.00 on Saturday and not at all on Sundays and Public Holidays. You must secure the approval of the Council's Noise and Licensing Enforcement Team prior to undertaking such activities outside these hours.




In dealing with the application, the Council has sought to work with the applicant in a positive and proactive way in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework. The council publishes its adopted policies online, along with detailed Camden Planning Guidance. It also provides advice on the website for submitting applications and offers a pre-application advice service.

You can find advice about your rights of appeal at:

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning/appeals/guidance/guidancecontent
Yours faithfully
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Daniel Pope

Chief Planning Officer
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