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Supporting Statement for the Redevelopment of King’s Cross Methodist Church
From: Rita Ling, Longstanding Member, King’s Cross Methodist Church

| have been a member of King’s Cross Methodist Church for 24 years, and it has played a profoundly
important role in my life. | first began attending as a university student, and it quickly became my spiritual and
social home during those formative years. This church is also where | met my husband, making it a place of
both personal and spiritual significance.

Over the years, | have witnessed how King’'s Cross Methodist Church has consistently served the diverse
needs of its community. Located in one of London’s most dynamic and strategic areas, the church’s reach
extends far beyond its congregation. King’s Cross attracts students, professionals, tourists, and local
residents, and the church has always been a place where all are welcome. The proposed redevelopment will
ensure that the church continues to serve this vital role while also addressing the growing and evolving needs
of the area.

The redevelopment plan is a carefully considered response to the changing landscape of King’s Cross. With
major organisations like Meta and Google establishing headquarters nearby, there is an increasing demand
for accessible, community-oriented spaces where individuals can take a break from the fast pace of urban life.
The inclusion of a modern café on Crestfield Street is particularly exciting. This space will provide a welcoming
environment not only for the church community but also for local residents, tourists, and professionals who are
seeking a place to connect and recharge.

In addition to the café, the preservation of the building’s historic character on Birkenhead Street ensures that
the church remains a landmark of heritage and continuity in a rapidly modernising area. The thoughtful design
of the Crestfield Street elevation complements this, providing a forward-looking vision that embraces the
church’s mission of outreach and inclusivity.

| have always admired the way King’s Cross Methodist Church has created a “home away from home” for so
many people. It is a place where students find support, professionals discover moments of reflection, and
tourists and locals alike are drawn into a community of warmth and hospitality. The redevelopment will allow
the church to expand this mission, ensuring that its facilities are fit for purpose in a 21st-century city while
continuing to honour its rich history.

| wholeheartedly support this redevelopment plan, which | believe will strengthen the church’s role as a
cornerstone of the King’s Cross neighbourhood. It is a visionary step that secures the church’s ability to serve
the community for generations to come.

Yours sincerely,
Rita Ling
Longstanding Member, King’'s Cross Methodist Church
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Supporting Statement for the Redevelopment of King’s Cross Methodist Church
From: Kin Pang, Longstanding Member, King’'s Cross Methodist Church

| have been a member of King’s Cross Methodist Church for over 20 years, and my connection to the church
runs deep. As a student, | lived for four years in the student accommodation located on the top floor of the
church building. During this time, | experienced firsthand how the church and its facilities played a pivotal role
in supporting both the congregation and the wider community.

For students like me, the accommodation provided more than just a place to live; it was a home where we
were nurtured spiritually, emotionally, and socially. The church was a hub for fellowship, offering a welcoming
and inclusive environment that brought people together regardless of background. The friendships | built and
the lessons | learned during those years have stayed with me throughout my life.

King’s Cross Methodist Church recently celebrated the building’s 200th anniversary, a milestone that reflects
its deep heritage and ongoing significance in the local community. This redevelopment plan strikes an
admirable balance between preserving the church’s historic character on the Birkenhead Street side and
thoughtfully responding to the significant Belgrove House development on Crestfield Street. The proposed
Crestfield Street elevation is not just a functional update; it actively embraces its urban context with a design
that is modern, relevant, and community-focused.

One of the standout features of the redevelopment is the design of the café on Crestfield Street. This space
exemplifies the church’s commitment to creating a welcoming and inclusive environment for the local
community. The café’s open and inviting design is perfectly aligned with the needs of the King’s Cross
neighbourhood, offering a space where people can gather, connect, and feel at home. It is more than just a
place for refreshments; it is envisioned as a hub of interaction and hospitality, reflecting the church’s mission
to serve as a “Home Away from Home.”

By integrating the café into the redevelopment plan, the church is addressing a vital need for accessible and
welcoming spaces in the area. The Crestfield Street design creates a seamless blend of functionality and
warmth, ensuring that the church continues to be a cornerstone for both its congregation and the wider
community.

This redevelopment is not merely a restoration or upgrade of a historic building—it is a forward-looking vision
that respects the past while embracing the future. It positions King’s Cross Methodist Church as a key
contributor to the evolving fabric of the area, offering modern facilities that meet the spiritual, social, and
practical needs of its community.

| wholeheartedly support this redevelopment plan and am confident that it will secure the church’s future as a
vibrant, welcoming, and essential part of the King’s Cross neighbourhood.

Yours sincerely,
Kin Pang
Longstanding Member, King’s Cross Methodist Church
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| am Yan Lau, a committed member of King’s Cross Methodist Church, and | am writing to express my strong
support for this redevelopment project. As an active participant in the church’s activities, including leading a
university student group for students from nearby universities and attending various events, | have seen
firsthand the positive impact the church has on its members and the wider community.

This redevelopment is essential to addressing the pressing shortage of local meeting spaces. Upgrading the
church facilities will enable us to better accommodate our gatherings and expand our ability to host community
services and events, which are critical resources for local residents and students alike.

Importantly, this project will also preserve and enhance a key historical landmark in the area, ensuring it
continues to serve as a vibrant hub for the community while maintaining its cultural and architectural
significance.

The benefits of this redevelopment will extend beyond the church’s immediate members, fostering greater
community engagement and strengthening the neighbourhood’s social fabric. | urge the council to approve
this application for the betterment of both the church and the wider community.
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Support for the Redevelopment of King’s Cross Methodist Church

From: Mrs. Satie Y.W. LAI, Local Preacher, King’s Cross Methodist Church

| have been attending King’s Cross Methodist Church since August 1994 and currently serve as one of its
local preachers. | strongly and wholeheartedly support the proposed redevelopment of our church, which |
believe will secure its future as a vital spiritual and community hub.

King’s Cross Methodist Church has been a cornerstone for more than 300 members of our congregation,
providing a place to grow in faith, deepen our understanding of God, and serve the wider community. Over the
years, the church has exemplified its mission to act as a channel of God’s love and care, often stepping up in
times of need and crisis.

I vividly recall 7 July 2005, a day of tragedy when a series of bombings brought London to a standstill. Nearby
underground stations were shut, and public transportation ceased to operate. Our church opened its doors
immediately, offering frightened and distressed passers-by a place of safety and respite. While the provisions
were simple—a cup of tea, coffee, or the use of a phone to contact family—the warm and peaceful
environment provided comfort and solace to those affected. People prayed, rested, and found reassurance in
the care extended by our church.

During the 2012 London Olympic Games, King’s Cross Methodist Church once again served the community
by remaining open daily to athletes, volunteers, and tourists. We offered refreshments, rest areas, and
facilities to support those visiting or passing through this vibrant area. Partnering with social service entities,
the church fulfilled its mission to serve both spiritual and practical needs, reinforcing its role as a caring
presence in the heart of the King’s Cross neighbourhood.

However, while our mission and dedication remain unwavering, the physical state of our church building tells a
different story. At over 200 years old, the facilities are increasingly outdated and do not meet modern
standards. Maintenance costs are escalating, and the current infrastructure is ill-equipped to meet the growing
demands of our congregation and the wider community. Without redevelopment, these challenges will
continue to hinder our ability to serve effectively.

| firmly believe that the proposed redevelopment is essential for the church to thrive. A modern, purpose-built
facility will enable us to continue and expand our mission, foster stronger ties with the community, and offer a
space that reflects the church’s commitment to inclusivity, care, and spiritual growth.

Thank you for considering this vital redevelopment proposal. | am confident it will yield lasting benefits for both
the church and the broader King’s Cross community.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Satie Y.W. LAI

Local Preacher, King’s Cross Methodist Church
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