
 

 

Heritage Statement 
 
1. The Dominion is listed Grade II1, designed by W Milburn it was built in 1928 and the listing 

description incudes the following summary: 

The Dominion Theatre is a grand composition which embodies a transitional phase in the 
history of theatre design, incorporating the broad plan and decorative detailing more usually 
associated with cinemas of the period though always intended primarily for theatrical use. 

 
2. The Theatres Trust database includes a useful review2 of its chequered history from 1928 to 

1990. The theatre is described as ‘vast’ and although built as a theatre it was a used as a 

cinema from 1930 until the 1980’s when it became a venue for ad hoc live performances until 

in reached its nadir with the auditorium painted black for ‘Time’ after which it closed in the late 

1980’s. 

 
3. It was listed in 1988 in response to threatened redevelopment and was acquired by Apollo 

Leisure and Nederlander in 1990.  

 
4. It is widely acknowledged that under Nederlander’s stewardship the theatre has been 

transformed from what it was when it was listed. The whole theatre has been refurbished and 

its stage technology is state of the art. As it failed as a theatre for its first 60 years it is only 

now that it is in pristine condition and used as a theatre. 

Physical Considerations 
 
5. The installation of the new LED sign and the mounting of the stiletto on the canopy involve 

works of alteration to the building and as a result those works require listed building consent. 

 
6. The works involved are relatively simple because the existing structural system on the facade 

for the current projecting LED sign can be used for the new sign. The details are provided on 

drawing 3822-208. Similarly, there is an existing structural frame on the canopy that can be 

used for mounting the glass fibre shoe and subsequent icons. 

 
7. As a result of this existing framework the installation of the proposed signage does not 

involve any alterations to the main fabric of the theatre. 

 
8. Due to the timescales involved and the need for the signs to be in place for the fixed opening 

of the show the structural details have been included in the submission to avoid any delay, or 

further submissions, in response to conditions.  

 
9. As the works do not have any significant physical effect on the fabric of the theatre the 

residual consideration raised by the applications is the effect of the signs on the listed 

building and the Bloomsbury Conservation Area. 

 
1 Listing in appendix 1 
2 Appendix 2 
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Visual considerations 
 
10. Whilst theatre signage is controlled by the Advertisement Regulations it has little in common 

with general advertising which usually has no intrinsic relationship to the location, or building, 

and can be alien and incongruous.  

 

11. Theatre show signage is the opposite because it is an integral part of the character of West 

End theatres and vital to their viability and continued commercial success. Show signage 

adds to the special character of Theatreland and the conservation areas in which it is located. 

There is a legitimacy and appropriateness for show signage on theatres and cinemas that is 

not shared by general advertising. 

 

12. In association with Westminster City Council, Camden supported an initiative promoted as 

‘ShowTime’ which encouraged the enhancement of the atmosphere in Theatreland by theatre 

owners in the evening when audiences start to gather and the lights and signs of the theatres 

contribute to a special bustling atmosphere. This became the Theatreland Strategy published 

by Westminster in partnership with Camden. These proposals are very much in sympathy 

with that approach bringing a showbiz atmosphere to the evening public realm in Tottenham 

Court Road. 

 

13. Camden’s Local Plan Policy D4 makes no mention of the special role of show signage on 

theatres but does express support for advertisements that preserve the character and 

amenity of heritage assets.  

 

14. The proposed future format of a combination of background LED and canopy icon proposed 

in these applications is a more creative way of promoting a show than can be achieved with 

the existing sign. It brings the show out into the street and with the sign being on the façade 

rather than projecting it is less prominent in the street vistas along Tottenham Court with that 

role taken instead by the icon. 

 

15. In conclusion, show signage is as an integral part of a musical theatre such as the Dominion, 

and it is in keeping with its significance as a listed building. It is directly related to its ability to 

attract show productions and their audiences. The success in doing that under the 

Nederlander ownership has resulted in a fully restored state of the art theatre. It is in better 

condition than it has ever been and, by having the ability to have the show signage that 

international productions demand, its future can be safeguarded. 
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