METHOD STATEMENT AND SPECIFICATION
FOR EXTERNAL RENDER WORK AND PAINTWORK - REPAIR AND REDECORATE
7 Provost Road NW3

PREPARED BY

BRIAN O’REILLY ARCHITECTS
THE STUDIO 31 OVAL ROAD LONDON NW1 7EA

1. CURRENT CONDITION.

The external walls are constructed of solid brickwork, finished externally with render to the front and side and rear.
The house is a semi detached. Rendered finishes have previously been repaired with cement render and masonry paint,
whereas the walls appear to have been originally finished in a lime render. Where damaged, ashlar lines should be
repaired.

2. External render location
- Front elevation;

- Side elevation;

- rear extension;

3. REPLACE LIME RENDER PARTIALLY REPAIRED WITH CEMENT RENDER (FRONT AND SIDE ELEVATION)

Provide a full scaffold for access with all ladders, gangways etc. necessary to provide access compliant with Health &
Safety Regulations for the full duration of the works. Carefully remove plants, root systems and associated soil/debris
from joints, voids and facework. Ashlar lines must be recorded for later reinstatement before any works commence.
Samples and specialist analysis of existing mortar should be obtained to inform correct selection of replacement mortar.

Existing render in affected areas should be removed with great care to expose the original brickwork behind, avoiding
physical damage to the bricks or retention of any organic matter. Power tools are not permitted for removal of the
render. Exposed masonry must be covered at all times when work is not proceeding to protect against precipitation.

Cracking in the external walls should be investigated after the brickwork is exposed. If cracks exceed the tolerances
specified by the structural engineer, the engineer should be consulted before remedial works commence. The wall
surface should be dry brushed and vacuumed to remove superficial dust.

Three good-size sample panels of the specified lime mortar mix should be prepared, for approval by the architect
before application; materials should not be ordered till approval is given. Render is to be applied in 3 layers: render
coat, floating coat and finish coat - all in lime stucco. Ashlar lines are to be reinstated using data from the initial survey,
replicating the original elevation.

Before painting, ensure new rendering has dried out completely. In average drying conditions and protecting the work
from rain and direct sunlight, a 25mm thickness of rendering will take approximately four weeks to dry. Silicate paint

- Keim Restauro, or similar approved - should be used. The paint finish should emulate the surrounding buildings in
colour, texture and sheen.

NOTE : the intention is to leave the render intact and only remove any sections that are actually blown and around
cracks that look like they extend to the brickwork behind.

Where brickwork cracking behind is structural then helibars to be inserted as per structural engineers specification.
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Typical lime stucco. Roman or Portland cement stucco will appear as above rendered
on brickwork and lined out in imitation of stone ashlar.

1 The render coat may be ruled flat and comb-scratched, or applied as a spatterdash,
2 The floating coat will be ruled level and comb-scratched.
3 The finishing coal may be finished with a crossgrained wood foat and jointed.

fig. 2. Extraction diagram from “Mortars, Plasters and Renders in Conservation”

4. Personal Protective EQuipment

- Safety glasses and mask for eye and lung protection;
- Safety shoe for foot protection;

- Safety helmets for head protection;

- Safety gloves for hand protection;

5. REFERENCES
1- “Mortars, Plasters and Renders in Conservation (Second Edition)” - John Ashurst

2 - “Practical Building Conservation Series: Plasters, Mortars and Renders” - John & Nicola Ashurst
3 - “Preliminary schedule of works” - prepared by Stuart Little Chartered Building Surveyors
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