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1 Purpose of the Statement

1.01 This statement aims to outline the heritage significance of No.53 Bedford
Square. The proposal to replace the existing front basement area entrance door
will be assessed to terms of the possible impact on the significance of the listed
building.

2 Designations

2.01 No.53 Bedford Square is listed Grade 1 as a building of special architectural or
historic interest. The listing description states;

2.02 Bedford Square is situated within the Bloomsbury Conservation Area.



3 Heritage Significance

3.01 No. 53 is an end terrace house on the southeast corner of Bedford Square.
The whole Square is listed Grade I. Grade | listing denotes a building, or group of
buildings, of exceptional interest and importance. Only 2.5% of the estimated
400,000 listed buildings in England are Grade I.

3.02 No.53 forms part of a Grade | listed Square where the individual houses are of
intrinsic interest but are also of exceptional interest as a complete 18% century
London Square. The group value of the whole Square is further recognised by its
inclusion within the Bloomsbury Conservation Area, denoting an area of special
architectural or historic interest.

4 The Proposal

4.01 The proposal is to provide small fisheye security cameras and motion
activated security lighting within the basement area of No. 53 Bedford Square.

4.02 The manufacturers details of the small circular fisheye cameras are shown on
the next page of this report. Many houses in Bedford Square already have this
security measure.

4.03 The proposed security cameras are very small and visually discreet being only
135mm in diameter and 54 mm in thickness.

4.04 The security lights and cameras would only be positioned in the basement
area and would be small surface mounted units with a minimal if any impact on
the character of the building. These lights would be motion activated.

4.05 See drawing DRG AR/07B at the end of this report for the location of security
cameras and lights.
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o Easy installation with DirectlP NVR * Day and night (ICR)

* SMP (2560 x 2048) resolution * True wide dynamic range (WDR)
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o micro SD/SDHC/SDXC, Smart Failover (Up to 256GB) ~ ® Various viewing composition,
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* Pok (IEEE 802.3af Class 3), 12V DC
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st Svtoseon PoE (IEEE 802.3af Class 3), 10.7W
m FCC, CE, KC
Dimensions 135X 54mm(@5.31" x 2.1%)
Weight 0.6kg(1.32 Ib)

One Solution. One Compan.

Manufacturers details of proposed security cameras



4.06 Location: The service door under the entrance threshold in the basement
area

The security camera would be located at the head of the service basement door.
The drawing shown below is the door for which listed building consent has been

granted (PP 08857532). The new door replaced an existing unauthorised glazed
white metal door.
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4.07 Location: Basement area, Bedford Square and Bloomsbury Street

The attached plan DRG AR/07C shows the position of five security lights and four
security cameras; one to be over the basement service door (described above in
4.06) and three under the archways in the basement area. The small motion
activated security lights would be mounted on the basement area outer wall.



The basement area on Bloomsbury Street elevation. The security cameras would be installed on the soffit of
the arches, with the lights on the outer wall.

5 The Security Issue

5.01 London Borough of Camden has the second highest annual crime rate in
London, after the City of Westminster. Larger houses in the more desirable streets
and squares of the borough are clearly a target for burglary. It is also true that
Bloomsbury has the second highest crime rate in the borough after Holborn and
Covent Garden. Security measures are therefore prudent and necessary.

5.02 Many of the houses in Bedford Square already have security cameras, alarms
and motion-activated lighting, obviously in response to the level of crime in the
area. This makes No. 53 Bedford Square particularly vulnerable as one of the few
houses without these security measures. An added risk factor is the corner location



of the house with Bloomsbury Street. This produces a basement area along the
front and side elevations, providing extensive cover for intruders.

5 Conclusion

5.01 The installation of security cameras and basement area motion-activated
lights is a necessary and prudent measure, as is demonstrated by the numerous
other houses in Bedford Square which already have security cameras in place.

5.02 It is important that meeting security needs does not result in intrusive or
visually harmfully equipment being installed on prominent parts of this Grade |
building’s exterior. The current proposals, after discussions with the local
authority, are confined to the basement area.
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