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cupboards to be removed from the basement laundry space and plant relocated to the existing plant area in the 

vault along with the lowering of the floor levels within the vaults and replacement of the external doors within 

windows within the lightwell. 

The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities’s National Planning Policy Framework as 

revised in 2023 (NPPF 2023) sets out the framework within which local planning authorities should consider the 

importance of conserving, or enhancing, aspects of the historic environment, within the planning process. It 

requires an applicant for planning consent to provide, as part of any application, sufficient information to enable 

the local planning authority to assess the significance of any heritage assets that may be affected by the proposal. 

The Historic Environment is defined (NPPF 2023, 68) as:  

‘All aspects of the environment resulting from the interaction between people and places through 

time, including all surviving physical remains of past human activity, whether visible, buried or 

submerged, and landscaped and planted or managed flora.’ 

 

Paragraphs 194 and 195 state that  

‘194. In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to 

describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their 

setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is 

sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their significance. As a minimum 

the relevant historic environment record should have been consulted and the heritage assets 

assessed using appropriate expertise where necessary. Where a site on which development is 

proposed includes or has the potential to include heritage assets with archaeological interest, local 

planning authorities should require developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment 

and, where necessary, a field evaluation. 

 

‘195. Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of any 

heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by development affecting the setting 

of a heritage asset) taking account of the available evidence and any necessary expertise. They 

should take this assessment into account when considering the impact of a proposal on a heritage 

asset, to avoid or minimise conflict between the heritage asset’s conservation and any aspect of the 

proposal.’ 

 

A ‘heritage asset’ is defined (NPPF 2023, 68) as  

 

‘A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as having a degree of significance 

meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage interest. It includes designated 

heritage assets and assets identified by the local planning authority (including local listing).’ 

 

‘Designated heritage asset’ includes (NPPF 2023, 67) any  

 

‘World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed Building, Protected Wreck Site, Registered 

Park and Garden, Registered Battlefield or Conservation Area designated under the relevant 

legislation.’ 

 


