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‘205. Local planning authorities should require developers to record and advance understanding of 

the significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to 

their importance and the impact, and to make this evidence (and any archive generated) publicly 

accessible. However, the ability to record evidence of our past should not be a factor in deciding 

whether such loss should be permitted.’  

 ‘206. Local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new development within 

Conservation Areas and World Heritage Sites, and within the setting of heritage assets, to enhance 

or better reveal their significance. Proposals that preserve those elements of the setting that make a 

positive contribution to the asset (or which better reveal its significance) should be treated 

favourably.’  

‘207. Not all elements of a Conservation Area or World Heritage Site will necessarily contribute to 

its significance. Loss of a building (or other element) which makes a positive contribution to the 

significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage Site should be treated either as 

substantial harm under paragraph 201 or less than substantial harm under paragraph 202, as 

appropriate, taking into account the relative significance of the element affected and its 

contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage Site as a whole.’  

 

In determining the potential heritage impact of development proposals, ‘significance’ of an asset is defined 

(NPPF 2023, 72–3) as:  

‘The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest. The 

interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance derives not only from 

a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting. For World Heritage Sites, the 

cultural value described within each site’s Statement of Outstanding Universal Value forms part of 

its significance.’ 

while ‘setting’ is defined (NPPF 2023, 72) as:  

‘The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its extent is not fixed and may change 

as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting may make a positive or negative 

contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability to appreciate that significance or 

may be neutral.’ 

 

The Planning (Listed Building and Conservation) Act 1990, requires the following to be treated as listed 

building: 

‘(a) any object or structure fixed to the (listed) building 

‘(b) any object or structure within the curtilage of the building which although not fixed to the building 

forms part of the land and has done since before 1st July 1948 is treated as being part of the listed building.’ 

 

The London Plan, adopted in March 2021, includes the following relevant policy regarding the heritage 

management in central London, which should be implemented through the Local Development Framework 

(LDF) at the Borough level:   

Policy HC1 Heritage conservation and growth  

A Boroughs should, in consultation with Historic England, local communities and other statutory 

and relevant organisations, develop evidence that demonstrates a clear understanding of London’s 

historic environment. This evidence should be used for identifying, understanding, conserving, and 

enhancing the historic environment and heritage assets, and improving access to, and interpretation 

of, the heritage assets, landscapes and archaeology within their area.  

B Development Plans and strategies should demonstrate a clear understanding of the historic 

environment and the heritage values of sites or areas and their relationship with their surroundings. 


