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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1. This Statement of Community Engagement (SCE) has been prepared by WSP on behalf of Salboy 

in relation to their redevelopment proposals for Land adjacent to Hurdwick House, Harrington 

Square. 

1.1.2. Salboy are proposing to redevelop part of the existing car park site into a new high-quality 

development of 11 new homes. 

1.1.3. Both WSP and Salboy are committed to public consultation and believe that the quality of 

development is enhanced through working with the local community. 

1.1.4. The comprehensive pre-application process undertaken by the applicant and the project team has 

taken account of relevant national and local policy and guidance. 

1.1.5. Paragraph 40 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states local authorities encourage 

any applicants who are not already required to do so by law to engage with the local community and 

where relevant, with statutory and non-statutory consultees, before submitting their applications. 

1.1.6. London Borough of Camden’s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), July 2016, was 

referenced when WSP prepared the strategy for consultation. The Council encourages applicants 

and developers to engage with local communities and stakeholders as part of the pre-application 

process. 

1.1.7. The project team has fully taken into account both national and local guidelines on pre-application 

engagement before creating a bespoke strategy as detailed in this document. 

1.1.8. A consultation strategy to communicate the proposals was delivered which focused on engaging 

with the local community and stakeholders, to build on engagement with Camden’s Design Review 

Panel (DRP).  
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2 BACKGROUND AND PROPOSALS 

 

2.1.1. The site is located in the London Borough of Camden, close to Mornington Crescent Station. The 

site is approximately 0.04 hectares in size and is currently being used as a car park for Hurdwick 

House residents.  

2.1.2. The site sits within the Camden Town Conservation Area and to the south of the site lies Harrington 

Square Gardens. A site location plan is included below. 

 

Image 1 – Site location plan (site highlighted in red) 

2.1.3. The proposal will comprise of a residential redevelopment of part of the car park site into a new 

development of 11 new homes, the new homes will range from 1-bedroom apartments to 3-bedroom 

duplex homes. 

2.1.4. As part of the proposals, five car parking spaces will be retained for use of Hurdwick House 

residents and new soft landscaping will improve the area and outlook between the Hurdwick House 

residents and future residents of the new development. 
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3 CONSULTATION ACTIVITY AND FEEDBACK 

3.1.1. Salboy appointed WSP to undertake a community and stakeholder engagement programme in line 

with local relevant guidelines. 

3.1.2. In summary, the project team has engaged in the following ways: 

 Pre-application discussions with the Council 

 Technical consultation with statutory stakeholders 

 Two Design Review Panel meetings 

 Consultation emails to key local stakeholders 

 Consultation leaflets issued to 1534 properties 

 A public exhibition at the Working Men’s College 

 A dedicated consultation website at www.harrington-square.co.uk  

 A consultation email address  

 

Pre-application Meetings with the Camden Council’s Planning Team 

3.1.3. Salboy has had several pre-application meetings with the planning team, including the planning 

officer, the Conservation Officer and the Design Officer.  The meetings have been undertaken 

through either formal pre-application meetings (which occurred in May 2022, September 2022 and 

December 2022) or through informal workshops between January 2023 and July 2023.  These 

discussions have informed the principle of the proposed development, the design and other planning 

matters.   

Initial Design Review Panel Meeting 

3.1.4. Two DRP meetings have occurred during the consultation period of this proposal.  The first DRP 

meeting occurred in January 2023 which was in front of a panel of six people.  The full design was 

assessed and a number of amendments were suggested to address some of the concerns raised by 

panel members. 

3.1.5. The second DRP meeting occurred June 2023 where the meeting included two new panel 

members.  The principle of the design had been accepted and therefore, this meeting mainly 

focused on specific details including the layout on the ground floor and the façade treatment. 

3.1.6. Full details of the progression of the design through the pre-application meetings and the DRP 

meetings have been provided fully within the Design and Access Statement, prepared by Studio 

Power) and a summary of the Council’s pre-application response and the DRP response has been 

provided below. 

Summary of Responses and Amendments 

3.1.7. As mentioned above, the full progress of the design evolution can be found within the Design and 

Access Statement, prepared by Studio Power, but a summary of these responses and how we have 

responded to this have been provided below: 

 The principle of the residential development is acceptable; 

 Details of the internal layout needed to be updated to remove the basement living space – the 

design has been amended so the basement now only includes the plant equipment, and all living 

space sits on the ground floor and upper floors; 
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 The additional storey above the existing buildings would need to be reassessed – the design now 

includes a set back top floor to reduce the massing of the proposed building.  The design of the 

top floor has also been redesigned so it incorporates a brick design which incorporates the 

design of the lower floors and the parapet has been amended so it incorporates other design 

features within the surrounding area; 

 The front facade of the building needed to be reassessed to address the concerns raised – the 

design has been amended to include the following: 

• Profiled precast cladding replaced with glazed sawtooth brickwork at ground floor. 

• Ground floor level raised with the introduction of ramped entrance bridges to allow more light 

into basement lightwell. 

• All entrances at ground floor recessed to add greater depth and a covered entrance to the 

ground floor façade. Detailed reconstituted stone framing to central entrance with projected 

balcony above. 

• Decoration of full height windows added at first floor level with the introduction of projected 

white glazed window framing in reference to neighbouring terraces. 

• Variation of bay widths and added façade depth with the introduction of a projected central 

bay. 

• Horizontal banding removed at second floor. In reference to surrounding terrace typologies, 

horizontal elements emphasized at first floor through change in materiality and third floor 

through subtle change in brick bonding. 

• Variation of window heights introduced to add a vertical hierarchy to the façade and reduce the 

perceived ‘warehouse’ typology. 

• Raised parapet of central bay with brick detailing to signify central ‘crown’ and to create 

variation to the parapet across the Harrington Square elevation. 

• Profile of top set back storey updated with central section forming a visual continuation of the 

celebrated central bay. Set back ‘wings’ either side. 

• Corner brickwork detail continuing up to top floor in reference to curved Hurdwick House 

balconies. 

3.1.8. Since the amendments, a final informal workshop was undertaken with the Architects, Studio Power 

and the Design and Conservation Officers who welcomed the amendments to the design. 

3.1.9. Although engagement occurred with officers and through the DRP process, a public consultation 

was also undertaken to discuss views from the local community and other identified stakeholders.  

Further details of this have been set out below. 

Consultation emails to stakeholders 

3.1.10. In order to inform local stakeholders of the proposals and plans to consult with local residents, 

emails were issued to the following identified stakeholders: 

 Cllr Nasim Ali – LB Camden, Regents Park ward member 

 Cllr Heather Johnson – LB Camden, Regents Park ward member 

 Cllr Nadia Shah – LB Camden, Regents Park ward member 

 Mornington District Association 

 Mornington Area Action Group 

 

Consultation leaflets to local residents 
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3.1.11. In order to inform the wider community of the proposals and plans for public consultation, a 

consultation leaflet was issued to 1534 residents and local businesses. The leaflet contained details 

of the proposals and an invitation to a public exhibition event. A copy of the leaflet is included in 

Appendix A. 

3.1.12. The leaflet was issued to the following catchment area: 

 

Image 2 – Letter distribution area 

 

Public exhibition  

3.1.13. A public exhibition was held on Tuesday 21st February 2023 between 4pm and 7pm at the Working 

Men’s College, 44 Crowndale Road, London NW1 1TR. 

3.1.14. At the exhibition, display boards outlined the redevelopment plans and members of the project team 

were on hand to speak with attendees and respond to questions. A picture of the boards displayed 

at the exhibition is included below and a copy of the full set is included in Appendix B. 
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3.1.15. The exhibition event was not as well attended as anticipated with only two local residents in 

attendance. The two residents lived in Hurdwick House so had a keen interest in the development 

proposals.  

Consultation website 

3.1.16. The consultation website www.harrington-square.co.uk was launched to provide an online platform 

to communicate the proposals. The website hosted details of the proposals and an online feedback 

form. 

Consultation email 

3.1.17. A dedicated consultation email address UKPlanningComment@wsp.com was advertised on the 

leaflet as a means for people to provide comments directly to the project team. One comment was 

received from one of the residents who attended the exhibition. The comment queried whether or 

not the development would offer a children’s play area on site for existing and incoming residents, 

as well as queries on the scale of the new building and concerns of overlooking. The resident was 

able to discuss the points raised within the email with the project team at the exhibition. 

http://www.harrington-square.co.uk/
mailto:UKPlanningComment@wsp.com
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4 CONCLUSION 

4.1.1. The engagement programme undertaken has met the requirements of the national planning policies 

and the general principles set out in London Borough of Camden’s Statement of Community 

Involvement (SCI). 

4.1.2. To engage on the scheme, the development team delivered a pre-application engagement 

programme, which included engagement with identified local stakeholders, the local community, 

Camden’s DRP and statutory consultees. 

4.1.3. The main objective of the public consultation was to provide key stakeholders and residents with 

information on the updated proposals and provide an easy and convenient methods to provide 

feedback. 

4.1.4. The project team ensured that as much of the local community were engaged in the proposals and 

were able to provide their comments.  

4.1.5. The public event was not as well attended as anticipated and subsequently led to very little feedback 

from local neighbours and the wider community. It could be suggested that the development site 

being in a very central area with a large transient population, meant that the proposals did not attract 

as much interest at pre-application stage. 

4.1.6. The feedback from the two DRP meetings and the three pre-application meetings and informal 

workshops have influenced the final scheme design with a number of changes made following the 

exhibition and the second DRP meeting. Details of this are set out in the Design and Access 

Statement, prepared by Studio Power, accompanying the planning application. 
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