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Dear Sir/Madam


DECISION

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)

Householder Application Granted
Address: 

42 Bedford Square

London

WC1B 3HX
Proposal:

Reinstatement of external metal security grilles to two lower ground floor front windows. 

	Drawing Nos: Site Location Plan; Site Plan & Block Plan; (15)AE101 rev E - Elevations; (23)AD006 - Proposed Window Bar Details; Window Bar Precedent Study Rev A; Design and Access Statement; Design and Access Statement Appendix; Heritage Statement.


The Council has considered your application and decided to grant permission subject to the following condition(s):

Condition(s) and Reason(s):

	1
	The development hereby permitted must be begun not later than the end of three years from the date of this permission.

Reason: In order to comply with the provisions of Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended).



	2
	The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the following approved plans-

Site Location Plan; Site Plan & Block Plan; (15)AE101 rev E - Elevations; (23)AD006 - Proposed Window Bar Details; Window Bar Precedent Study Rev A; Design and Access Statement; Design and Access Statement Appendix; Heritage Statement.

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interest of proper planning.



	3
	All new external work shall be carried out in materials that resemble, as closely as possible, in colour and texture those of the existing building, unless otherwise specified in the approved application. 

Reason: To safeguard the appearance of the premises and the character of the immediate area in accordance with the requirements of policy D1 [and D2 if in CA] of the London Borough of Camden Local Plan 2017. 



	4
	No lights, meter boxes, flues, vents or pipes, and no telecommunications equipment, alarm boxes, television aerials, satellite dishes or rooftop 'mansafe' rails shall be fixed or installed on the external face of the buildings. 

Reason: To safeguard the appearance of the premises and the character of the immediate area in accordance with the requirements of policy CS14 of the London Borough of Camden Local Development Framework Core Strategy and policy D1 [and D2 if in CA] of the London Borough of Camden Local Plan 2017. 




Informative(s):

	1 
	Reasons for granting planning permission (delegated):

The application site is a grade I listed single family dwelling with an attached mews house situated in the Bloomsbury Conservation Area.  The property forms part of the late 18th century Bedford Square development, which was commissioned by John Russell, the fourth Duke of Bedford.  The house comprises three floors raised on a basement with a mansard attic storey.  It is a mid-terraced property situated on the south side of Bedford Square.

Approval is sought for the reinstatement of external metal security grilles to two lower ground-floor front windows. The application is pursuant to listed building consent ref 2022/1487/L (granted on 14 June 2022) for various internal works of refurbishment and adaptation to the single family dwelling, including the provision of staff bedroom accommodation in two basement rooms facing the front lightwell.

A need for additional security measures has since been identified for the two sliding sash windows.  The installation of external security grilles is therefore proposed.  There is a precedent for such measures, as investigations on site have identified that similar grilles were previously fitted to the windows in question.  There are also examples on various neighbouring properties, including No 41 situated immediately to the west of the application site.

Officers have negotiated a grille design incorporating 7 vertical bars and 3 horizontal bars, as can be found on windows in similar locations on other townhouses in Bedford Square.  The grilles will be constructed from wrought iron with sections matching similar work found elsewhere in the square.  The metalwork will have a black painted finish.

In order to meet current building regulations as well as the building's own fire strategy, each grille will have an openable gate discreetly incorporated into its lower section.  The gates will be side-hinged with a bracket-mounted mag-lock released by an internal push button, providing an effective means-of-escape in the event of an emergency.

The proposed works will cause no harm to the special interest of the grade I listed building or to the character and appearance of the Bloomsbury Conservation Area.  There will be no impacts on neighbour amenity arising from the proposals.

Public consultation was undertaken by means of a site notice and press notice, but no responses were received. Historic England was consulted and responded on 1 June 2023, advising the Council to determine the application seeking the views of the Council's own specialist advisers, with a stamped version from the Secretary of State dated 2 August 2023. The site's planning history was taken into account when arriving at this decision. 

Special regard has been attached to the desirability of preserving the listed building and its features of special architectural or historic interest, under s.16 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended by the Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Act (ERR) 2013. 

As such, the proposal is in general accordance with policy D2 of the Camden Local Plan 2017. The proposed development also accords with the London Plan 2021 and the National Planning Policy Framework 2021. 



	2 
	This approval does not authorise the use of the public highway.  Any requirement to use the public highway, such as for hoardings, temporary road closures and suspension of parking bays, will be subject to approval of relevant licence from the Council's Streetworks Authorisations & Compliance Team, 5 Pancras Square c/o Town Hall, Judd Street London WC1H 9JE (Tel. No 020 7974 4444). Licences and authorisations need to be sought in advance of proposed works. Where development is subject to a Construction Management Plan (through a requirement in a S106 agreement), no licence or authorisation will be granted until the Construction Management Plan is approved by the Council.



	3 
	Your proposals may be subject to control under the Building Regulations and/or the London Buildings Acts that cover aspects including fire and emergency escape, access and facilities for people with disabilities and sound insulation between dwellings. You are advised to consult the Council's Building Control Service, Camden Town Hall, Judd St, Kings Cross, London NW1 2QS (tel: 020-7974 6941).



	4 
	Your attention is drawn to the need for compliance with the requirements of the Environmental Health regulations, Compliance and Enforcement team, [Regulatory Services] Camden Town Hall, Argyle Street, WC1H 8EQ, (tel: 020 7974 4444) particularly in respect of arrangements for ventilation and the extraction of cooking fumes and smells.



	5 
	All works should be conducted in accordance with the Camden Minimum Requirements - a copy is available on the Council's website (search for ‘Camden Minimum Requirements’ at www.camden,gov.uk) or contact the Council's Noise and Licensing Enforcement Team, 5 Pancras Square c/o Town Hall, Judd Street London WC1H 9JE (Tel. No. 020 7974 4444)

Noise from demolition and construction works is subject to control under the Control of Pollution Act 1974. You must carry out any building works that can be heard at the boundary of the site only between 08.00 and 18.00 hours Monday to Friday and 08.00 to 13.00 on Saturday and not at all on Sundays and Public Holidays. You must secure the approval of the Council's Noise and Licensing Enforcement Team prior to undertaking such activities outside these hours.




In dealing with the application, the Council has sought to work with the applicant in a positive and proactive way in accordance with paragraph 38 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2021.

You can find advice about your rights of appeal at:
https://www.gov.uk/appeal-householder-planning-decision.

If you submit an appeal against this decision you are now eligible to use the new submission form (Before you start - Appeal a planning decision - GOV.UK).
Yours faithfully
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Daniel Pope

Chief Planning Officer
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