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Who or what could be affected? 
 

Directly – 1x Technician  
Indirectly – Nil 
Environment – Nil 
 

Location 
 

Various 

Frequency and Duration: 
 

8:00 to 17:00 – day visit 

 
Personnel  Training / Competency Required 
Area Managers 
Senior Technician 
Technicians 
 

All site staff hold appropriate CSCS cards (Professionally Qualified or Skilled Worker) 
Site specific safety induction or briefing from Client or Principal Contractor 
Daily hazard briefing from Client or Principal Contractor   
Practical skills taught in-house by SOCOTEC UK and operative to be declared competent by senior 
manager and evidenced on training matrix 
Relevant training records are held on the SOCOTEC UK Management System.  
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Plant, Equipment and Materials 
Plant & Work Equipment 
Pile Integrity Tester (PIT) or Pile Echo Tester 
(PET) 
Hand Held Hammer & Electronic Tablet 
Acoustic Putty 
Van 
 

Hazardous Materials 
None 
 

Personal Protective Equipment  
Safety footwear (lace up boots with midsole)  
Hi-vis vest or jacket (yellow) Class 3 (long sleeved) 
Hi-vis trousers (yellow) Class 1 
Hard hat 
Safety glasses (EN166F) 
Gloves (general handling) 
Ear defenders (Bilson 303L SNR 33) 
Face covering 
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 Sequence of Tasks 
1.  Upon arrival at the designated site, the pile test operative shall comply with any signage (including site speed limits) and park his vehicle in a safe and 

preferably designated area. 
 

2.  Report to Principal Contractor site office and explain nature of works to be carried out including the co-ordination arrangements, sign in and undergo site 
specific induction/briefing. All pile details and numbers of piles to be made available to technician. Briefing will include the daily start of shift (SOS) 
briefing and task briefing sheet (TBS). A copy of the safe system of work will be held on site. Take 2 Risk Assessment to be completed, any unsafe 
conditions must be reported to Principal Contractor and Socotec Manager before any work commences. 
 

3.  Use designated route to the piling area and identify the piles to be tested. Technician will then set up equipment and ensure that the pile is suitable to 
test (that the pile head is clean, free from standing water, loose concrete, laitance and blinding concrete). Access to site must be by vehicle unless 
dedicated pedestrian routes are provided. Site vehicles to be Chapter 8 compliant (chevrons and double amber flashing beacons). 
 

4.  Whilst preparing each pile, the pile test operative shall at all times be aware of other site operations and keep to designated routes.  If any plant 
encroaches into a 5 metre work area then the operative is to stop work immediately and remove himself to a safe area.  The pile test operative will then 
inform Principal Contractor and agree revised sequence of work before resuming. 
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5.  Technician places accelerometer of the PIT or PET onto the pile head ensuring there is clean acoustic putty attached to the accelerometer and then with 
hand held hammer strikes pile head at various locations and assesses the signal return on the screen of the PIT or PET. Various sizes of hammer can 
be utilised depending on pile size. A heaver hammer is to be used on larger diameter piles. 
 

6.  If returns are acceptable the data is stored and the technician moves on to the next pile to be tested and steps 3-5 are repeated. If return is not 
acceptable the client is informed, the technician will investigate potential causes and retest if possible.  
 

7.  On completion of the testing. Complete the relevant documentation on tablet and send to Stockton Head office prior to leaving site.  
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Risk Rating Matrix 

 

Severity 

Minor 
e.g. first aid injury/illness, or small spill (not 

into water) requiring use of spill kit 
(1) 

Moderate 
e.g. ‘>7 day’/specified injury/illness or spill 
into water course/ environmental complaint 

from a third party 
(2) 

Major 
e.g. fatality or spill requiring reporting to 

any Enforcing Authority 
(3) 

L
ik

e
li
h

o
o

d
 

Unlikely 
(1) 

1 2 3 

Likely 
(2) 

2 4 6 

Very likely 
(3) 

3 6 9 
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General Activity Assessment 
 

 Hazards Initial Risk 
(High/Med/Low) 

Control Measures 
 

Residual Risk 
(High/Med/Low) 

1.  Slips/Trips/Falls 
etc. 
 

4 Work is being undertaken on prepared ground, nonetheless site comprises potentially 
uneven made ground therefore site awareness is needed in addition to good housekeeping 
for storage of materials etc. Safety footwear to be worn. Do not attempt to work in snow/ice 
covered ground.Do not walk across any re enforcement bar or cages 

2 

2.  Struck by Moving 
Plant 
 

6 . The SOCOTEC UK vehicle (if it remains at the test location) provides both a visible 
indication and also a form of physical protection from third party vehicle movements.  
Technician must stick to designated pedestrian routes and must not work in areas where 
moving plant is operating. Work area to be clearly defined eg. Isolated from other operations 
or fencing erected by client/ piling contractor. 

2 

3.  Manual handling 
 

4 Lifting operations generally allow for satisfactory body movement (i.e. limited need for 
rotation/twisting/carrying loads away from trunk). The PIT is relatively light (<5kg) and come 
in a carry case. Ongoing training is available by means of the SOCOTEC UK online training 
modules (via the intranet), toolbox talks and practical demonstration. Any individual with a 
known health problem should identify this to their Line Manager for specific assessment by 
the Safety Manager or Occupational Health Manager. 

2 
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4.  Noise 4 Background noise levels across site only as generated by third party equipment. PPE to be 
worn at technician’s discretion. If technicians need to raise their voice to be clearly heard at 
2m distance then the noise level may exceed the first action level. Hearing protection zones 
from nearby operations will be notified to the technician at the SOS briefing. 

2 

5.  Re inforcement 
cages in situ 

4 Piles may only be assessed when there are no re inforcement cages in situ. Technicians 
must not enter or walk on and cages or re bar. Pile may be assessed if light steel is in place 
and access to pile is satisfactory. Line manager to be consulted prior to assessment carried 
out if these conditions exist. Gloves and correct PPE to be worn at all times  

2 

6.  Contact with 
dusts and fine or 
sharp materials 
(During 
Pile head 
preparation) 

6 Clear all loose debris from pile head. Wear eye protection. Ensure client supplies protective 
caps on reinforcement bars. Excessive dust/debris to be cleared from the pile head in 
advance by the principle contractor. 
 

4 

7.  Impact (striking 
hand with 
hammer) 
 

3 Technician is to ensure that there is sufficient gap between the accelerometer and area of 
the pile head to be struck. The wearing of gloves will reduce the consequences of impact by 
slightly reducing force and also keeping hands warm to reduce likelihood of components 
slipping.  

1 

8.  Driving Fatigue  6 Socotec Driving policy to be read and adhered to. All drivers to plan route and take regular 
rest breaks .  

3 
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9.  Exposure to 
leptospirosis 
(Weil’s disease) 

4 The naturally occurring bacteria can get into your body through cuts and scratches and 
through the lining of the mouth, throat and eyes after contact with infected urine or 
contaminated water, such as in sewers, ditches, ponds and slow-flowing rivers.  
 Wash your hands and any contaminated clothing regularly. Always wash hands before 

eating, drinking or smoking. 
 Don’t touch rats or livestock with unprotected hands.  
 Wash cuts and grazes immediately with soap and running water and cover all cuts and 

broken skin with waterproof plasters before and during work. 
Signs and symptoms start with a flu-like illness with a persistent and severe headache, which 
can lead to vomiting and muscle pains and ultimately to jaundice, meningitis and kidney 
failure. In rare cases the diseases can be fatal. If suffering these signs and symptoms, report 
to your doctor.  Leptospirosis is much less severe if it is treated promptly. If your doctor 
decides you have leptospirosis contact the SOCOTEC UK accident helpline immediately on 
01283 554545. 

2 

 
Assessor 
Name & Role 

David Bosley 
Deputy Operations Manager 
 
 

Signature & Date  
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Site Specific Hazards – include site specific hazard not identified in General Activity Assessment above 
 

 Hazards Initial Risk 
(High/Med/Low) 

Control Measures Residual Risk 
(High/Med/Low) 

1.   
Covid 19 

 
High 

Maintain Social distancing and hand washing. Read  UK Socotec SS0W ( attached 
to this document) . If the measures cannot be maintained on site withdraw or do not 
enter  

 
Low 

2.   
 

   

3.   
 

   

4.   
 

   

 
Information and Instruction  
Technical Standard ASTM D5882 
The technicians must take note at the induction stage emergency arrangements including nearest hospital and First Aiders on site. All accident 
and near misses to be reported to SOCOTEC UK Management via the accident helpline. 
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Confirmation that controls 
have been implemented 

Y/N Name & Role  Signature 
& Date 

 

Acceptance of Assessment Y/N Name & Role  Signature 
& Date 

 

Acceptance of Assessment Y/N Name & Role  Signature 
& Date 

 

Acceptance of Assessment Y/N Name & Role  Signature 
& Date 

 

Acceptance of Assessment Y/N Name & Role  Signature 
& Date 

 

Acceptance of Assessment Y/N Name & Role  Signature 
& Date 

 

Acceptance of Assessment Y/N Name & Role  Signature 
& Date 
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COVID 19

SOCOTEC UK SSOW

Main Hazards Associated with Works Methods to be Adopted

• Contracting the COVID 19 virus

As an operative you must ensure the following:
• You have received an induction
• You observe all client and SOCOTEC requirements
• You wash your hands regularly in line with Public Health 

England.
• You maintain 2m social distancing
• You refrain from public transport where possible. If not 

possible, assess for yourself if social distancing can be 
maintained, ie only a few people on the transport.

• Regularly launder reusable PPE and clean other items such as 
reusable respirators and coveralls

• Take regular breaks when driving as sharing is no longer 
acceptable. This could cause an increase in fatigue 

Anyone who meets one of the following criteria should not come 
to work: 
• Has a high temperature or a new persistent cough - follow 

the guidance on self-isolation.
• Is a vulnerable person (by virtue of their age, underlying 

health condition, clinical condition or are pregnant).
• Is living with someone in self-isolation  

In addition to the operatives requirements above, you must also 
carry out and ensure the following:
• The operative is trained and competent for any work tasks
• The operative has been briefed on this SSoW
• The equipment is suitable for the task in hand and is regularly 

maintained
• The operative has been issued with the correct PPE and that 

it's used in the correct manner including face fit  testing if RPE 
is required

• Regular inspections are conducted to ensure compliance with 
contol measures

• Extra hygiene measures have been provided
• Reassess and use hierarchy of control on page 2 when 

reviewing work activities due to COVID 19 (ie manual 
handling)

• Stop and reassess work tasks if 2m social distancing cannot be 
maintained.

• Supply hotels where required and check regimes in place for 
cleaning and ensure meals are provided

• Sharing of vehicles is not permitted
• Display posters on hygiene measures and any rules specific to 

location
• Stagger breaks to reduce people in welfare areas
• Consider staggering shifts / start times
• Mark areas up to assist those in maintaing 2m distance
• Keep in regular contact with your staff 
• Face to face meetings must be minimised where possible, use 

internet based meetings
• Ensure suitable arrangements are in place to ensure statutory 

inspections are carried out such as those required under 

Main Risks Associated with Works

• Travelling to and from site/lab while maintaing social 
distancing

• Poor hygiene resulting in  contracting the virus
• Working away from home and staying in hotels
• Fatigue due to potential travel increase due to hotels not 

being available
• Conducting work activities without maintaining 2m social 

distancing

PPE Requirements:

PPE is mandatory as relevant to the work tasks
being undertaken, and/or site requirements. 

Check your risk assessment to identify what is 
required (eg: for contaminated ground)

Specific: 
RPE will be required if  the 2m social distancing cannot be 
adhered to. (FFP2/3 or N95)
Note other hazards take precedent, such as working with 
ACM's
If social distancing can be maintained- usual site 
requirements on PPE can be  maintained.

Line Management Must Ensure:

www.socotec.co.uk IN-MT-SSOW-01
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SOCOTEC UK SSOW

What Good Looks Like

• Site induction
• COVID 19 induction
• Understanding of SOCOTEC Guidance  and risk assessment 

(IN-RA-999) on COVID 19 

Hygiene
• Hygiene measures are well maintained by ensuring

provision is made available to wash hands regularly. This can 
be further promoted by providing hand sanitisers.

• Welfare areas and touch points need regular cleaning 
• Use disposable paper towels 
• Clean vehicles used by more than one person regularly
• Maintain social distancing of 2m where possible and risk 

assess where this cannot be maintained.

Mental Health
• Raise any concerns with line management or utilise 

SOCOTEC's MHFA or EAP
• Raise concerns regarding your colleagues to line managers
• Keep in regular contact with people via video conference, 

telephone

Manual Handling
• Be aware when modifiying handling activities due to COVID

19, so that modifications do not increase manual handling 
risk.

INCIDENT REPORTING LINE: 01283 554 454

• Always ensure that the health and safety of yourself and 
those around is considered before starting

• Health and safety is everyone's responsibility - don't take 
short cuts

• If you see unsafe acts STOP IT, SORT IT & REPORT IT!
• Report all unsafe acts and near misses via Hazard App or 

incident line, this includes failure to social distancing or 
COVID 19 symptoms

• If in doubt stop work and seek guidance from your 
Supervisor

• Operatives must be well presented, courteous and 
professional at all times

• Any waste should be disposed of inaccordance with site 
requirements.

• Waste that is suspected to be contaminated with COVID 19 
should be double bagged and stored securely for 72 hours 
prior to disposing of waste

Think about what behaviours could affect people's safety and 
health: 
• Falling into old habits is a major factor as we have become 

acustomed to working a particular way and we are now 
changing working practices 

• Remind colleagues when they  have any lapses

If a worker develops a high temperature or a persistent cough 
while at work, they should: 
• Contact their immediate line manager/ supervisor (by safest 

means possible)
• Return home immediately 
• Avoid touching anything 
• Cough or sneeze into a tissue and put it in a bin, or if they 

do not have tissues, cough and sneeze into the crook of 
their elbow. 

• They must then follow the guidance on self-isolation and 
not return to work until their period of self-isolation has 
been completed.

Emergency Arrangements:

Competence Requirements:

Environmental Protection:

Occupational Health Considerations:

Important Things to Remember......

Behaviours

Hierarchy of Control

www.socotec.co.uk IN-MT-SSOW-01
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