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External view of front elevation at 3 Gainsborough Gardens

This Design and Access Statement has been prepared for a full
planning application and listed building consent, for the location of a an 
AC condenser unit with an acoustic enclosure on the flat roof to the side 
annex  at no.3 Gainsborough Gardens. The purpose of this report is to provide 
evidence that by locating the plant on the flat roof there is no detrimental 
harm caused to the immediate environment, the listed building or character 
of the local area

The accompany acoustic report in Appendix I further highlights that the noise 
emissions from the plant would not have an adverse impact on the nearest 
residential receivers.
	

3 Gainsborough Gardens is a Grade II listed semi-detached house within the 
Hampstead Conservation Area. Built-in 1884 by renowned architect EJ May, 
the pair of houses at no.s 3 and 4 Gainsborough Gardens are built in the Arts 
and Crafts style that is typical of architects EJ May and Norman Shaw.

The property listing reads as follows:

CAMDEN

TQ2686SE GAINSBOROUGH GARDENS 798-1/17/544 (Northside) No.s.3 AND 
4

II

Pair of semi-detached houses forming part of a small estate. 1884. By EJ 
May. For HB Timewell. Red brick with stucco dressings and 1st floor band. 
No.3 has a tiled roof and tile-hung gable and second floor; No.4 has a tiled 
roof with slate-hung gable and second floor. Tall brick chimney-stacks and 
white bargeboards, No.4 with dormer. Irregular fenestration, the second floor 
and attics with sash windows, the lower floors have principal windows with 
mullion and transom glazing whose upper panes have small lights. No.3 
with round-arched, brick and stucco banded porch entrance with enriched 
keystone and recessed part-glazed door with sidelights. First floor projecting 
transom and mullion bay window, to right, on large bracket supports. To 
left, a 2-storey canted oriel, partly tile-hung. No.4 has similar entrance with 
similar oriel on angle to right and a keyed oculus. INTERIORS: not inspected. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: drawings for the houses were exhibited at the Royal 
Academy in 1884. EJ May worked extensively on the Bedford Park Estate, the 
first major development in the Queen Anne style in London; this has some 
Queen Anne details but is more monumental in scale. Mr Timewell, a London 
tailor, lived in No.4 and let No.3. (The Building News: 19 December 1884).. 
	

1.0  Introduction

2.0  Site
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Aerial view showing Gainsborough Gardens

No. 3 Gainsborough Gardens has been significantly altered over the years. 
The property has seen the construction of a rear and side extension and the 
internal spaces on the ground floor have been notably rearranged. However, 
the street-facing facade is largely unchanged (save the new side garage) and 
the external materials, proportions and scale contribute to the context and 
reinforce the character of the gardens. 

The houses in Gainsborough Gardens share a common architectural 
language, with features such as gabled roof forms. They also share several 
materials and finishes (primarily brick, stucco and tile). Most of the houses 
are semi-detached (or link-detached) pairs.

Apr 2023 - 2023/0987/L
Listed Building application for a like a for like roof lantern replacement 
Application Permitted 

Sept 2022 - 2022/3636/L/
Listed Building application for internal rearrangements to the upper parts.
Application Permitted 

Sept 2015 - 2015/4372/P/
Alterations to the front garden to include new boundary walls and railings 
with new landscaping
Application Permitted 

Sept 2015 - 2015/4586/L 
Listed Building application for proposed new works to front gates, walls with 
new landscaping
Application Permitted

April 2015 - 2015/2305/NEW 
Alterations to the front garden, boundary wall, access stairs, driveway, bin 
store and associated hard landscaping
Application Withdrawn

Oct 2008 - 2008/4801/T
Notification of Emergency works to dead /dangerous tree
Application Permitted

Aug 1999 - LW9902097 
LB Consent for Replacement of side extension by new side extension with 
roof light, erection of rear conservatory and internal alterations.
Application Permitted

Aug 1999 - PW9802112
PA for Replacement of side extension by new side extension with roof light, 
erection of rear conservatory and internal alterations.
Application Permitted

3.0 Planning history
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Photos of flat roof above contemporary side extension. Condenser unit to be located under window sill

The client wishes to install a cooling unit that services a cold store food and 
drink area. The cold storage comes with a internal refrigeration unit and an 
external condenser unit. The condenser unit has been positioned on the flat 
roof and above the store room. The store sits within the side annex extension to 
the main building constructed in 2002.

The annex to the building is a modern extension with a flat roof that stretches 
along the length of the main house.  The acoustic report commissioned 
highlights certain restrictions that will need to be followed through including 
anti-vibration mounts and advice on where to place the unit. The window to 
the side of the house under which the unit will be placed is non opening with 
obscure coloured glass panes. Additionally the client intends to use the flat 
roof for potted plants in order to create a verdant outlook from the terrace 
above the garage. 

The condenser unit has been designed to have an acoustic enclosure so the 
sound emitted will be contained.  The nearest neighbours are at Well Walk 
with the house set back from the boundary wall by 6.1m. The wall and fence 
between the two properties is heavily planted with a row of further planted 
vegetation on the neighbour’s side.

4.0 Client brief

5.0 Design Summary

Acoustic enclosure and dimensions of plant 
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6.0 Site Photos

Internal view of fixed frame windows. Condenser unit sits under sill of window to the RHS in this image

Acoustic enclosure and dimensions of plant 

Condenser unit sits below sill to window on LHS in this image. Note the vegetation on boundary

View from rear garden looking to front - window sill not visible and hidden behind parapet
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7.0 APPENDIX I: Acoustic Report by KP Acoustics. 
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&'wxyz@{A|ABC�3�D}HZFGGUZROFKHFPHJTHRFHa~L̀HZMKH]UHMTTSOULHPFGHIFJKLHRWMRHOIHWONWSVH

OQTJSIO\UfHZFKIOLUGOKNH]FRWHRWUHGMTOLORVHFPHRWUHZWMKNUHOKHIFJKLHSU\USHMKLHRWUHF\UGMSSH

ZWMKNUHOKHIFJKLHSU\UScHdJ]eUZRO\USVfHRWOIHZMKH]UHZFK\UGRULHRFHMHTUKMSRVHFPH�L̀HPFGH
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Architecture for London

We are award-winning London architects and designers, dedicated to the 
creation of sustainable buildings and places. Our residential projects include 
new homes, house extensions and refurbishments at all scales. We work 
toward Passivhaus and EnerPHit standards of comfort and low energy, creating 
sustainable homes that bring joy.

Our work includes both new build houses and alterations to existing homes, 
from house extensions and basements to lofts and garden rooms. Each 
provides inspiring, light filled spaces for living and entertaining.

We have extensive experience with heritage properties, where there is 
often a need to balance sensitive refurbishment with carefully considered 
contemporary extensions. Projects are designed holistically with architecture, 
landscape, joinery, and interiors each interlocking to form a coherent whole.

Selected: RIBA Practice of the Month
Finalist: London Construction Awards
Finalist: Blueprint Awards Best Residential
Finalist: BD Young Architect of the Year Award
Finalist: Dezeen Awards
Winner: RIBA Journal Rising Stars Cohort
Finalist: BD Housing Architect of the Year Award
Finalist: AJ Small Projects Award
Finalist: Architizer A+ Awards
Finalist: AJ Retrofit Award
Finalist: NLA Don’t Move Improve Award

mail@architectureforlondon.com
020 3637 4236
architectureforlondon.com

Architecture For London

Recognition

Contact

House at Caithness Road, Hammersmith and Fulham by Architecture for London


