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Background: 
 
With regards to tree condition and hazard assessment you have asked me to undertake a 
visual tree assessment of the trees that grow in the front and rear garden of 81 Priory Road. 
This survey stipulates re inspection of all trees in 2 years from the date this survey is 
submitted. 
 
Scope:  
 
To undertake a systematic visual tree assessments in correlation to tree locations and their 
surroundings and input results into a tree survey. The survey has been conducted in 
accordance with BS 5837:2012. Any recommended works should be undertaken to current 
British Standard 3998:2010 tree work recommendations. 
  
 
The Site:  
  
The property is located in the London borough of Camden and is within a conservations area. 
The property consists of 2 flats – 81 ground floor and garden, and 81A. The property is semi 
detached with a front garden containing one lime tree and a large landscaped rear garden with 
3 large trees. The property has an exterior side access, a ground floor extension leading out 
onto paved patio. The rear garden is west facing with a recent housing development to the 
south and a residential property to the North. The rear garden is approximately 20m in length 
and 12m in width. The soil type is clay with shrinkable properties. There is a history of 
subsidence on this property. The weather at the time of survey was clear with no wind.  
 
 
The Survey:  
 
Includes: Species, height, stem diameter, branch spread, crown clearance, age class, 
physiological condition, structural condition, general observations, estimated remaining 
contribution, category grading and recommended works. Notes to the survey are found at the 
end of the document outlining an explanation of each field.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below: Table 1 – Cascade chat for tree quality assessment, which relates to category grading 
within the survey supplied.  
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Observations 
 
 
Photo 1: Illustrates T1 Small leaf lime growing in front garden of 81 Priory Road. The canopy 
has been reduced approximately 2 years ago and maintained in relation to its surroundings.  
No significant defects were recorded and no work is required this year however the canopy 
should continue to be pruned cyclically, typically every 4 years. Basal growth or sucker growth 
was observed at the stem base of the tree. This is produced as a reaction to pruning and 
should be removed regularly.      
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Photo 2 & 3: T2 London Plane growing in rear garden on the south boundary adjacent to a car 
parking area for block of flats. The tree canopy has been reduced approximately 5 years ago. 
There is substantial decay on the west limb pictured in photo 3 on the right. The decay 
extends from the main stem union 5m up the limb.  
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Photo 4 & 5: T3 pictured in the left hand photo T4 on the right. Both sycamores were 
observed to have no significant defects and no work required to canopy or soil and roots. The 
small silver birches pictured in both photos are also in good health with some light pruning 
over the footpath required.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
Preliminary work recommendations are individually noted within the survey attached. Please 
refer to the survey and priority schedule for detailed tree work recommendations: 
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Priority of Works: 
 

• Priority 1   – Within 3 months of works recommended.  
• Priority 2  – Within 6 months of works recommended. 
• Priority 3  –Within12 months of works recommended.  

 
 

 
Phenology 
 
Pruning work to trees should ideally be carried out within the dormant period (November – 
February). However, the species of trees surveyed should react well to the works 
recommended and therefore works can be carried out within the priority scale indicated in the 
tree survey schedule.  

 
Conclusion: 
 
The trees surveyed should be maintained within the priority of works scheduled within the tree 
survey attached to this document. All work should be carried out in accordance with BS 
3998:2010 Tree work Recommendations. This survey stipulates a re-inspection of retained 
trees in 24 months from the date this report is submitted.  
 
 
References: 

BS 3998:2010 Tree work Recommendations.  
BS 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations. 
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Tree
ID

Species Height Branch
spread

DBH Crown
clearance

Age
class

Physiological
condition

Structural
condition

Preliminary management
recommendations

Estimated
contribution

Tree Survey

BS
Cat'

Job reference: FP/TS/292

T1 Tilia cordata
(Small Leaf Lime)

11.00m N 3m
E 3m
S 3m
W 3m

509.09mm 5m Mature Fair.
No significant defects.
Previously reduced.
Minor deadwood.

Remove basal growth and root
suckers.
Priority 3.

20+Good.
Vigourous species. Basal
growth at stem base

B

T2 Platanus X
hispanica
(London plane )

15.00m N 5m
E 6m
S 4m
W 4m

973.64mm 5m Mature Fair.
Previously reduced.
Significant decay on lowest
limb growing west extending
5m.
Historic lightening strike.

Remove west limb to major
union or growth point to
eliminate hazard.
Priority 1.
Reduce back to previous points
of reduction.
Priority 3.

20+Fair.
Minor deadwood
throughout canopy.

B

T3 Acer
pseudoplatanus
(Sycamore)

15.00m N 4m
E 7m
S 4m
W 4m

534.55mm 4m Mature Fair.
Leans east. Previously
reduced over car ports.

No work required. 20+Good.
No significant defects.

B

T4 Acer
pseudoplatanus
(Sycamore)

14.00m N 5m
E 5m
S 5m
W 5m

534.55mm 5m Mature Good.
No significant defects.

No work required. 40+Good.
Minor deadwood in canopy.

A

1



Tree
ID

Species Height Branch
spread

DBH Crown
clearance

Age
class

Physiological
condition

Structural
condition

Preliminary management
recommendations

Estimated
contribution

BS
Cat'

Height describes the approximate height of the tree in meters from ground level.1

The Branch Spread refers to the crown radius in meters from the stem centre and is
shown on each of the four compass points (i.e. N, E, S, W). 

2

DBH is the diameter of the stem measured in millimeters at 1.5m from ground level or just
above ground level for multi stemmed trees. The diameter may be estimated (e), where
access is restricted. An average is taken for tree groups. 

3

Crown Clearance is the height in meters of crown clearance above adjacent ground level.4

Physiological condition – Good (normal growth), Fair (below normal), Poor (sparse/weak),
Dead (dead or dying tree). Individual observations are included in this section.

5

Structural Condition - Good (no or only minor defects), Fair (remediable defects), Poor – (major
defects present or suspected), No significant defects – (defects of no concern present), Dangerous
– (dead, diseased or dangerous). Individual observations are included in this section.

6

Preliminary management recommendations, refers to the work to be carried out on trees within the
priority of works indicated.

7

Estimated contribution is the tree's estimated remaining effective contribution in years.8

BS Cat refers to British Standard 5837:2012 Table 1 category and refers to tree/group quality and
value; 'A' - High, 'B' - Moderate, 'C' - Low, ‘U’ - Remove or very poor quality. 

9

Notes
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