Handrails for 1 Albany Terrace, London

1. Existing Handrails at 1 Albany Terrace

Plate 1. GF to FF Plate 2. GF to FF Detall

Plate 3. GF to FF Detail
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Plate 4. Basement to GF Plate 5. Basement to GF Detail

Plate 6. FF-SF Plate 7. FF-SF Detail

Plate 8. SF-TF Plate 9. SF detail Plate 10. SF-TF Detail
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Plate 11. SF-TF Plate 12. SF-TF Detail

2. Comments of Camden Council Conservation Officer (26.1.23) on pre-application
consultation for replacement handrails etc

2.1 General Comments

STAIRCASES

Stone (Basement to First Floor) and timber (Second to Third Floor) cantilevered staircases
should be retained and repaired as necessary. The metal balustrading and handrail
(Basement) should be retained and restored with no alteration or additions to the base of
each baluster. The existing timber handrail from Ground Floor up may be replaced with a
new timber rail in a period appropriate design similar to the existing. The design detail
should be submitted at application stage for consideration.

2.2 Comments in Schedule of works

Basement
Original stair and metal balustrading and handrail should be retained

Existing metal handrail and balustrade are original and should be repaired and refurbished
if necessary

Ground Floor

Metal balustrading to be retained in full, non- original handrail could be replaced with a
period appropriate replica (see Proposed 06)

Metal balustrading retained non-original handrail could be replaced with a period
appropriate replica (see Demolition 07)

First Floor

Metal balustrading retained non-original handrail could be replaced with a period
appropriate replica
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Timber stair and timber balustrading retained, handrail could be replaced with a period
appropriate replica

Second Floor

Timber stair and timber balustrading retained, handrail could be replaced with a period
appropriate replica

Timber stair and timber balustrading retained, handrail could be replaced with a period
appropriate replica

Third Floor

Timber stair and timber balustrading retained, handrail could be replaced with a period
appropriate replica

Timber stair and timber balustrading retained, handrail could be replaced with a period
appropriate replica

2.3 This advice therefore suggests that Camden Council is of the opinion that: the iron balustrade
and handrail from the basement to the GF are original and must be retained and; the balusters
throughout are also original and should be retained but; the handrails from GF to TF are not
original and so could potentially be replaced with appropriate period replicas, subject to
submission of details of the proposed replacement.

NB. For the avoidance of doubt, Historic England and The Georgian Group will be consulted on
an application for LBC and could potentially take a different view on the acceptability of replacing
the handrails.

3. Relevant Historic Precedents for Georgian Handrails

3.1 The design of staircases evolved throughout the Georgian Period and varied dependent upon
the architectural style and status of the house, the architect and the client.

3.2 Albany Terrace was designed by John Nash and was built around 1825 and a mid-status
house. Some examples of staircases by John Nash are provided below at Plates 13-17.

3.3 Some other examples of staircases from the early 19th C are shown below at Plates 18-27.

3.4 Early Georgian hand rails were generally chunkier in scale but some examples from that
period are shown for comparison in Plates 28 and 29.

4. Potentially appropriate period replicas

4.1 Although the conservation officer seems to have accepted that the existing timber handrails
from GF upwards are not original and can potentially be replaced with appropriate period replicas,
on the basis of the study of handrails in this paper, the existing hand rails are of an appropriate
design and materials for the period and the date of the house and for the architect.

4.2 Although in the first instance, it is the client’s prerogative to select the preferred design, |
recommend that any replacement should not be wholly dissimilar in profile, dimensions and
material to the existing handrails, to avoid major difficulties and delays in securing LBC for the
whole project.
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Plate 13. Gothic Nash staircase for Plate 14. Simple Nash Staircase for Sandridge Park 1805
Lough Cutre Castle. 1817

Plate 15. Gothic Nash staircase for Shanbally Plate 16. Nash staircase for Sussex Place, London
Castle
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Plate 17. Nash staircase for West
Grinsted Park
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Plate 18. Camberwell Grove 1830s - mahogany handrail

Plate 19. Wapping Pier Head 1813 - hardwood
handralil
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Plate 28 Plate 29.

John Hinchliffe
Hinchliffe Heritage
jnshinchliffe@gmail.com
07736 970396
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