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Dear Sir/Madam


DECISION

Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Approval of Details (Listed Building) Granted
Address: 

Ambassadors Theatre

West Street

London

WC2H 9ND
Proposal:

Approval of details for condition 4 (heritage and sustainability salvage strategy) of listed building consent ref 2022/3599/L granted on 14 October 2022 for various external and internal alterations. 

	Drawing Nos: Ambassadors Theatre Listed Building Consent - Follow Up Information to Condition 4 (Salvage Strategy).


The Council has considered your application and decided to grant Approval of Details (Listed Building) subject to the following condition(s):

Conditions And Reasons:

	
	


Informative(s):

	1 
	Reasons for granting listed building consent (approval of details):

The application site is the Ambassadors Theatre, located in West Street, on the junction with Tower Court, close to the boundary with the City of Westminster. The architect was WGR Sprague, who designed many London theatres,  The theatre opened in 1913. Listed grade II in 1973, it is one of Covent Garden's smallest theatres. The site falls within the Seven Dials (Covent Garden) Conservation Area and Archaeological Priority Area 2: London Suburbs. Externally, the theatre is composed of two main elements: the classically-derived stuccoed front façade facing West Street, and the simple brick façade looking onto Tower Court and Tower Street which is understood to date from the early 20th century. Internally, there is a small auditorium, decorated in a Louis XVI style with an ornate plaster ceiling. 

Condition 4 of listed building consent ref 2022/3599/L granted on 14 October 2022 requires that prior to the relevant part of the works commencing all historic elements within the building to be removed as part of the approved works shall either be used elsewhere within the building or kept in safe storage on site for future use as part of a comprehensive heritage and sustainability salvage strategy to be submitted and approved in writing to the local planning authority. 

It has been established that the historic building components subject of the salvage strategy comprise a small number of internal doors contemporary with the theatre building, together with the side panels to the redundant auditorium seats.  The auditorium seats which are more recent are also subject of the strategy.

Three sets of historic internal panelled doors have become redundant due to approved access and circulation improvements to the theatre interior.  They comprise a pair of curved entrance lobby doors, a pair of rear stalls doors and two single stalls bar doors.  As there is scope for the doors to be reused on site in the future, they have been carefully packed and stored on a long-term basis in a dry and secure back-of-house lower-ground floor gallery space in the Tower Street section of the building.

As a result of the approved reconfiguration of the auditorium seating, 46 cast metal end panels from the previous layout were no longer required. They will be reused as end panels for the new seating in the stalls and lower circle. However, due to the spatial constraints of this small West End theatre, it is not operationally possible to retain the redundant auditorium seats on site.  Also, since the seats are of little historic value and comparatively recent additions, it is considered unlikely that they will ever be required by the theatre. A new location has therefore been found so that all 250 redundant seats can be reused; the seats have been donated to the SandPit Theatre, which is a multi-purpose arts venue in St Albans, Hertfordshire.

The contents of the salvage strategy are considered to be consistent with the goals of the wider restoration of the historic theatre building as well as the Council's heritage and sustainability policies.  As such, the strategy safeguards redundant building components and demonstrates no harm will be caused to the special interest of the grade II listed building.

No public consultation was necessary for this application. The site's planning history was taken into account when making this decision.

Special regard has been attached to the desirability of preserving the listed building and its features of special architectural or historic interest, under s.16 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended by the Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Act (ERR) 2013. 

As such, the proposal is in general accordance with policies D1 and D2 of the Camden Local Plan 2017. The proposed development also accords with the London Plan 2016 and the National Planning Policy Framework 2021.



	2 
	You are reminded that condition 5 (c) (facing materials) of listed building consent ref 2022/3599/L granted on 14 October 2022 is outstanding and require details to be submitted and approved.




In dealing with the application, the Council has sought to work with the applicant in a positive and proactive way in accordance with paragraph 38 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2021.

You can find advice about your rights of appeal at:

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning/appeals/guidance/guidancecontent
Yours faithfully

[image: image1.png]



Daniel Pope

Chief Planning Officer
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